— Hao kpecmamu epo6 ¢ noKouHU4KoM nermaem,
A 80onb dopozu MEPMEBbLE ¢ KOCAMU CINOSTMI. ..
M muwuna...

K/¢ «HeynoBumsbie MmcTuTeN»

ITycThIHA pacKMHY/IACh COBEPIIEHHO POBHBIM IIaje-
BBIM KPYTOM, I7IAIKO PacXO[AILIVMMCS K TOPU3OHTY,
U JIMIIb IBA CEPBIX BaJyHa CIerKa HapyLIaIn XO-
JIOJIHYIO UJI€aNIbHOCTD IJIOCKOCTU. ApCeHmil cujien
Ha OffHOM U3 BJIYHOB U CWIWICA BCIIOMHNTD, KTO
OH, KaK IIomnas ciofa u saueM. Ilyremectsue? Ka-
tacTpoda? Moxer 6bITh, COH? B romose Kpy>xmi
CBOU Ta/IAKTVKV TIE€PBO3JJAHHBIN KOCMOC; TO TYT, TO
TaM BCIIBIXVBA/IN CBEPXHOBbIE, BO3SHMKA/IN Y€PHBIE
IBIPBI 11 6€/IéCHIMI KOMETAMI IIPOHOCUIIICH pedkie
Hey/IOBMMble MBIC/IV, BOSHMKAA HEM3BECTHO OTKY/A
U IIpOTIafiasl HeM3BECTHO KyJla.

U oTuero-To maxo 6eH3uHOM. XOTs eC/i KTO-TO
cripocut 6pl ApceHius, YTO Takoe OeH3UH, OH, I10-
>KaJTyil, He cMOT Obl OTBeTUTb. OTYEro-To BOSHMK-
JI0 CTIOBO «aMHe3VsI». A-a, TIOHAT ApCeHNit, YTO-TO
CITy4UIIOCh, 51 TIOTePA IAMATD ¥ IIO3TOMY He 3HAIO,
KTO A M ITe. BApyr paspanca cBUCT BeTpa B KPbUIbAX,
U OH YBU/Je/l, KaK 113 HU3KOTO TEMHO-MHIUTOBOTO 1
OTYEro-TO TOXKe COBEPIIEHHO IJIOCKOro Heba BbI-
HBIPHYII ¥ CIIAHVPOBAJI BHN3 Y€/IOBEK C OTPOMHBIMI
KPbUIbsMI 3a CIIHOI. OH OBbUI TEMEH, U KPBUIbS €70
6bUn YepHbIL. YesI0BeK OIMYCTIUICA B [BYX IIarax oT
BajIyHa, Ha KOTOPOM CUfe/l ApCeHMit, TIOfOIEN He-
TOPOIINBO, €fiBa KacasCh 3eMIIM 6OCHIMU HOTAMU U
MOJT4Ya Ce/l Ha COCEHUIL BaTyH.

CKOJIbKO OHM IIPOCHTENN TaK, PAa3I/IAAbIBAs IPYT
mpyra? Mo)XeT, MUHYTY, a MOXeT, Jac. ApCeHMIn
HepecTas YyBCTBOBATb TeYeHe BPEMEHIL.

— A Anren CMmepTu,—cKasajl HaKOHeI] 4e/lI0BeK C
KPBUIbAAMY TAKUM He3eMHBIM T'OJIOCOM, 4TO Y ApCeHM
KOJIOKOJIOM 3aryfie/ia TOJ/IOBa, 3al/IOCh JbIXaHue 1
3aKOJIOTM/IOCH CepAlie. ApCeHNI ITI0YyBCTBOBAJL, UTO
AHTerN 3aI/IAHYNI K HEMY B YLy, OKMHYJI B3I/IALOM
KOCMOC eT0 MO3T'a I B OJHO MTHOBEHbE BCE IIPO HEro
noH:1. OH HOHA flaKe TO, YTO caM ApCeHNII He B
cutax 6bIT 0CO3HATD, XOTA IBITA/ICA U3 BeeX cul. OHM
IIOMOJIYAJIM, ¥ XOJIOf], 3aIIOJIHUBIINIT ObIIO JyLIy
Apcenns, TOTUXOHDbKY IIPOCOYMIICA HAPYXKY, PYKU
HOTEIIeNN, ¥ CepALie 3a0MI0Ch poBHee. AHTeJI Iolle-
BeJIMJICS, CJIOBHO YCTPAMBasiCh OyRoOHee, 1 HAYaL:

— Onukyp ckasanm: «CMepTb i1 yeloBeKa—HU-
YTO, TaK KaK KOTTIa MbI CYIIEeCTByeM, CMEPTD ellié He
IPUCYTCTBYET, a KOTZIa CMEPThb NPUCYTCTBYET, MbI
He CYIL[eCTBYeM».

JKenesnas nmoryka aToro nspedeHust ApceHuIo O6bl-
na AcHa faBHo. OH BAPYT BCIIOMHNJI, YTO BCETHR, HY,
MIOJIO>KIM, C PaHHETO IeTCTBA MHTEPeCOBA/ICA 9TUM
BorpocoM. Ho oT4ero pasroBop KocHymca cMepTu?
— Hexoemy BerpMoyxe 6pOCIIICS B HOIM pad,— Ipo-
IOJDKA MeX/ly TeM AHTeTI, ITIAAfs B I71a3a ApCeHMIo,
CTIOBHO Hab/TI0fas 3a ero peakieir.— OH pacckasar,
4TO BCTpeTII Ha 6asape CMepTh, KOTOpast IPO3NIa
eMy majblieM. Pab yMOIAI roCIIofnHa, YTOOBI TOT
JlaJI eMy KOH#, Ha KOTOPOM OH CMOT OBI CIIACTHCh OT
CmepTy, 6exxaB B ropop Camappy. Benbmoxxa gan
paby KoHsL, 1 TOT yMuasics. Yepes HEKOTOpPOe BpeMst
Be/IbMOXKA ¥ CaM BCTpeTwus Ha 6asape CMepThb 1
CripocuI: «3adeM Thl UCIyTaaa Moero paba? 3adem
rposuia eMy nanbleM?» — «f ero He nmyrama,—oTBe-
tia CmepTb.—IIpocTo 51 0ueHb yAMBUIACH, BCTPETUB
€T0 B 3TOM TOpOfie, IIOTOMY 4TO B 9TOT Bedep MHe
IIPECTONT C HUM cBuAaHue B Camappe...»

AHren ycMexHy/Cs M BHUMATe/IbHO IOCMOTpeN
Ha ApceHus.

Houp. 3B0oHOK B IBepb. X03AMH CIpAIINBaeT:
— Kro tam?

— 9T0 £, cMepTb TBOA!

— Hy 1 uro?

— Jla BOT, COOCTBEHHO TOBOPA, U BCE. ..

— Ot cMepTH He YO@XXUIID, ITPaBa?—I OH IIeBe/lb-
HY7 9Y€PHBIMU KPBUIbAMMU.

Ja y>X, MbICTIEHHO cOT/IacuiIcsi ApceHuit. A rmaB-
HO€—3TO caMas HEMOCTIDKMMAs U caMas NpUTATra-
TelIbHaA 3arajika. BoT Tbl eCTh B 3TOM MMpe, YTO-TO
JieTaelllb, Ha YTO-TO B/INMSAEIIDb, KTO-TO TeOs MoOuUT
v HeHaBugnT. VI Bopyr—re6s Het! IIpocto HeT u
Bcé! M xak nmpukaxkeTe ¢ 9TUM XUTh? Kak K aTOMY
OTHOCUTBCS?

ApceHnIo IPUIIOMHNICA BPYT SYIIHBII KapKuit
menb Ha Ky6e. lllyMHOII IpyIIIIOi OHY LI/ IO Y3KUM
YII0YKaM KOJIOHMA/IbHOTO TOPOJIKa, ITOKA He BBIILIN
K O0/IBLIIOMY CTapMHHOMY KIafouiy. DKCKypco-
BOJI—ITOJTHEHbKAs, HO O4€Hb SHEPTUYHAA HETPUTSH-
Ka— BbIBeJIa X K KUTaJICKOMY CEKTOPY I, YKa3aB Ha
KyMauOBbIll TPaHCIIAPAHT HaJl BOPOTAMH, CIIPOCHUTIA,



KTO OTTafiaeT, YTo Ha HéM HamucaHo? V korga KTo-To
SIBHO B IIYTKY CKa3as: «[JoOpo [10XanmoBaTh», yAUBI-
1ach: IeiicTBUTENbHO: «[Jo6po moXkanoBars!» ITo BO-
CTOYHOE OTHOLIEHME K CMEPTH, CKa3aja OHa, Mam myd-
11Ie, 4eM 371eCh, I HY>KHO PafjoBaThCsL, IIONaast 1myod.

He moxxeT 6bITb, emié mogyman ApceHnit, 4To6bt
KuTael He 6osuicst cvepti. HaBeproe, 601TCs, IPOCTO
HapognHas Gpunocodist, BCsi KYAbTypa OBITUA YINUT €0
OTHOCKUTBCA K CMEPTH KaK K SIBJICHUIO HeM30KHOMY,
HO HeoOXOAVMMOMY U Ia)Ke IO/Ie3HOMY.

ApceHnit BCIOMHIIT ICTOPIIO IBYX OpaTbeB-BbET-
HaMIIeB, KOTOPYIO paccKa3asy eMy KOIZia-To B IIKOJIE.
OHa npousBena Ha Hero HeM3ITIalMOe BIledaTiie-
Hyte. OnyH u3 6paTbeB ObIT IAPTU3aHOM, (PPAHIY3bI
MOVIMasnu €ro, ¥ IMoBenu Ha paccTpen. K koHBoMpy
HOZIOIIETT BTOPOII OpaT U CTaJl YIpalIuBaTh, YTOObI
eMy paspewLIrIi MIOMEHAThCS ¢ OPaToM MeCTaMIL
Y Toro MHOroO fieTeit, GObIIME JOATH, I CEMbs He
CMOXXET OTATh MX; a 51 6e3Je THBII ¥ HUKOMY HITY€TO
He JIO/DKeH,—TOBOpU OH. VI OXpaHHMKHU Ha CBOI
CTpax M pUcK paspemnn. V noiMaHHOTo OTITYCTUIH,
a HEBMHOBHOT'O pacCTpesIAIN.

— Kykynixa, Kykylka, CKOTbKO MHE KUTb OCTa/I0Ch?
—Ky...
— A 4TO Xe TaK Ma...

AHren Mom4asn. ApceHMit 3aKpbII I71a3a, ¥ B TaMATU
€ro BCIUIBUIV KapPTUHBI MOJIOBIX JIET, KOIZia OH OpORuI
C PY>KbeIlOM IO ITTy XM jiecam Tomtero HeuepHoseMbps.
Tam, B 3a0bITbIX BOroM fiepeBeHbKaX, 3aIyIIeHHBIX
B/IACTAMU ¥ 00O0JIIEHHBIX BpeMeHeM, pasroBapyuBas
CO CTapbIMM TIOAbMM APCEHMIT B KaKOI-TO MOMEHT
IIOHSAI, YTO MHOTVIE U3 3TUX JIeBIHOCTONIETHNX CTa-
PMKOB U CTapyX CMepTY He TOIbKO He 60ATCH, HO,
CITy4aeTCs, ¥ IPU3BIBAIOT €. « YK JJa/IbIIe U XKUTh-TO
HesayeM,—TOBOpIIA eMy OffHa 6abyIuka, crop6-
JIeHHasl ¥ CMOPIIeHHasI, CIOBHO Ie4éHoe sA67I0KO,
KOTJ]a CUJIE/IM OHM Y OKHa €€ JOMMKA, 33 KOTOPBIM
OyiicTBOBasIa CUPEHD, ¥ APCEHMIO, MOJIOOMY U Be-
CE€I0My, COBCEM He JIyMasnoch O nevdajbHOM.— U s
BCEM B TATOCTb, ¥ MHE XUTbE B TATOCTb. Bce Mon
MOAPYKKH YK JTABHO Mam».

«Kakast-To crapopexxuMHas 6a0yIIKa», —IIofyMat
Torfa ApceHnuit, ¥ TpoiiIET HeMaro JIeT, KOTfa T0TMKa
aTey3Ma CTaHeT He TaKoll yx 6eccIIopHOIL, 11 becenys
CO CBAILEHHMKOM HeOOJbIION CEeTbCKOI LIEPKOBKH,
OH BJPYT OCO3HAET BCIO IIyOVHY 11 HETIOKO/IE6UMYI0
3HAYMMOCTD TOJ GAOYIIKMHOI «CTAPOPESKUMHOI»
dunocodum. ..

Amnren CMepTH, CJIOBHO IOAXBATUB IIOTOK €T0
MBICTIEN, 3aTOBOPUIL:

— Brr 3HaeTe 1jeny Bcemy. Bol 3HaeTe Bc€ 060 BCEM.
BsI MHUTE Ce651 XO351€BaMIL KI3HIL, BEHIIOM IPUPOZbI!
Ho xak geTn, 6osiiiyecs: TeMHOTBIL, CTapaeTech He 3a-
[/IAABIBATD B TEMHBII 4y/aH ¢umocopun cmeptit. Bol
HU4e20 He 3HAeTe O Hell, a CTpaX—HEeM3BECTHOCTD I
oxnpanne. O>xujaHye HeM3BeCTHO 4ero. Bcio »k1sHb
00CTOATENbCTBA, POANUTENN, OKPYXKaolye, 00IeCcTBO

y4ar Bac BCeMY—OT YMEHUs XOGUTb ¥ TOBOPUTD, 10
yMeHMs BpaTh, I€YUTb U youBaTh. He y4aT ToNMbKO
yMupartb. A fpeBHMe 6a0yLUIKU B 3aTepsAHHBIX Jie-
peBeHbKaxX 3acTaly elé Te BpeMeHa, KOTfa Y4uIn.
YeroBex ¥ TOIZA, KOHEIHO, OOSIICS CMEPTH, 3aTO OH
3HAJI: MAM—eTro CYIeCTBOBAHME IIPONOLKUTCA U
mam—Xopouio. ..

Ho Mup Bcé 6onble oTcTpanseTcs oT punocopun
AYIIN, OCBEIaBIIel] YelI0BeYeCKUI Ty Th ¥ IOMOTaB-
nIei JOCTOMHO YT U3 YKU3HI, a B3aMeEH. ..

JKu, sxmn—u aro?

Jla BOT, cO6CTBEHHO TOBOPSI, 1 BCE. ..

Y Apcenus nepexsaTuiio gbixaHue. Jla 4To xe
Takoe mpoucxonut? OTKy#a-To U3 ITyOMHBI CO3Ha-
HIA IPOK/IEBBIBAJICA BOIIPOC, KOTOPBIN OH HUKAK He
peraics cebe 3agaTh: ymep A 4TO n?!

Asnren CMepTy TeM BpeMeHeM I0CTaJI 13 CKIaJ 0K
OJleAHUI KHUTY U, ICTAA €€, TIPOO/KIII:

— JIropy [ymMaroT: HET MHOM KU3HY, KPOME 3€MHOIL.
U sro crpammHo. VM 4TOOBI 3aTTyIINTh CTpaX—CMe-
10TCA. VI BOT HOBBIE aTeVICThI HOBBIX BPEMEH JIETKO 1
HEIIPUHY>KIEHHO TOBOPAT O TAMHCTBE CMePTH. AHTeN
pasIIajfuI CTPAHNUIBL U, CIOKUB IyObl B MPOHIIYE-
CKYIO YCMEIIKY, IIPOYMTATT:

— «YTpOM ITpOCBITAETCA ¥ BULUT, YTO C HUM YTO-TO
Takoe HenmajiHoe. To ecTh, BepHee, pOJCTBEHHMKNI
ero BUJAT, YTO JIOKUT Oe3[bIXaHHOe TeJIO Y HYKa-
KIIX IIPM3HAKOB >KIM3HM He AaéT. VI mynbc y Hero He
ObéTCA, M TpyIKa He B3IBIMAETCS, VI I1ap OT IbIXaHMA
He CaJiTCs Ha 3epKajblle, eC/IM 3TO MOoC/IeHee MO -
HeCTH K pOTUKY. TyT, KOHEUHO, BCe COOOPAXKAIOT, YTO
CTapMYOK TUXO cebe CKOHYANCA. .. BoT aTOT mymHmii
37IeMEHT JIKNUT Tellepb B KOMHATe, JISKNUT 3TaK!it
YJCTEHbKUI, MMIEHbKII CTapn4oK. .. OH IeXNUT CBe-
JKEHbKIIL, KaK YBSI/IIast He3a0y/Ka, KaK CKyIIaHHOe
KPBIMCKOE SIO/T0UKO. ..»

HaBepHska cMepTb OyfieT 4eM-TO IOXO0)Ka Ha yTPO
HOHeJIe/TbHIUKA. . .

Mpumo, ryasa MOTOpOM, IpOexas HEBUAVMIMBIN TPy30-
BIIK, TIOC/IBIIIAJICS CKPUIT TOPMO3OB 1 Y€Pe3 CEKYHTY
pasznancs Bo3OY>KIEHHBbIIT Toroc: «CMOTpHU-Ka, CMO-
TpH...» ApceHuii HoBepTe/ ro/I0BOIL, HO KpOMe IIJI0-
cKocTelt Heba U MyCThIHY, Ia AHTeNa, BHMATeNIbHO
HaOTIOfIaloIero 3a HUM, BOKPYT HIYEro He ObIIO.
AHTeJI, CTOBHO HMYETO He YC/IbIIIAB, IIePETUCTHYIT
HECKOJIbKO CTPaHMII:
— Vnn BoT: «B KOMHaTy BrieTen cBexuii Betep. VIs-3a
CTaBsIHCKOTO IiKada BbIIUIa KocTnABas. CpenuseM-
ckuit 3aBu3xan. CMepTh pybaHysa ero Kocoit, 1 rpad
yMep €O CYacT/IMBOI YIBIOKO Ha CUHMX I'y6ax».
AHren nmomMonyan MUHYTKY, faBasd ApCeHUIo Io-
AyMaTh HaJl IPOYNTAHHBIM.
— Ho oTcMesBIINCH M BCTaB HA CaMOM Kpalo, Bbl
3aMMpaeTe C TpeNeuyuuM cepaieM, Kak—yxe?!
W B y>xace ennAAach HeMEOIMMY PyKaMM 32 Ipef-
CMEPTHYIO IPOCTHIHIO, HANTPSHKEHHO TNIASUTE TYAA,
KyZia He/b3s MPOHMKHYTb B3OPOM—YTO mam<!



AHTeN BRITAHYN PYKY C KHUTOV ¥ KHUTA JICYe3Ia.
Ho BmecTO HEE TyT e nosBunach apyras. OTKpbIB
€€, KaK II0Ka3a/loch APCEHMIO, Hayraf, AHTeN Ipu-
HAJICA YUTATh:

— «KT0 TaM? —cIrpoci/I OH AP OTHYBILIIM I'OJIOCOM. ...
To 6b171 HEKTO, 06/TaJAIOIINIT CIOCOOHOCTHIO IPOHM -
KaTb CKBO3b CTEHDbI, He IPMKACAsACDh K 3aMKaM. A KoI7ia
OH IIPUITIAAENCS, TO YBUJE, 9TO 3TO ObI/Ta CMEPTh. ..

IToropgu, cmepTn! Emié He HacTan moit vac. f gon-
JKeH yMepeTb BO CHe, B IIOJIlyThMe CBOET0 KabMHeTa,
KaK IIpeficKka3aza MHE B He3allaMATHbIE BpeMeHa
cremnas rajanka... Ho cmeptp orbevana: ,Her, re-
Hepas. ITo MPOU3ONAET 3Aech, ceityac! Bol ympéTte
60coit, B ofie)x/ie HIIIETOo, KoTopas Ha Bac...“ V oH
yMep Tak, KaK CKasala CMepTb, yMep TOIZa, KOrja
MEHbIIIE€ BCETO XOTeJT 3TOT0, KOTfia TOC/Ie CTONbKUX
71eT 6eCIUIOAHBIX WITIO3MIT ¥ CAMOOOMaHa CTaJl ora-
IbIBATbCA, YTO JIIOAY He KUBYT, a CYLIeCTBYIOT, YEPT
IIOflepY, YTO CaMOVi OO U eATE/IbHON >KU3HU
XBaTaeT JIMIIb Ha TO, YTOOBI HAYYUTHCA XKUThb— B
CaMOM KOHIIe!»

AHTeN KallJIAHYI, BBIBOAA APCEHMA U3 COCTOAHNA

3aBOPOXEHHOCTI:
— Tor untan sTo—labpuans lapcua Mapkec, «OceHb
natpuapxa». Ho 4to Te ;ymarn, unrtas ato? Ilonnman
71, 9TO YnTaems? V1 4To Temephb AyMaeT 06 STOM caM
Mapxec mam? Kak cuurtaemsn?

Yro oH gymaer? Kak pas B Te IHN, B COBETCKIE eIIé
BpeMeHa, KOT/ja APCEHUI YMTAaJl 3TY Bellb, IPUATEND
pacckasan eMy o cBOEM HadanbHMKe. HauanpHuK—
Ouenb bonbmoit Yenosek —ymupan. Heusneunmas
607e3HDb. Y moCTeNN ceMbsl, APY3bs, COCTYKMBIIBL.
3a CIIMHOII TTO/THAA TPYJOB U 3aCTy>KEHHBIX Harpap
KU3Hb. Briepenu. .. Hecrubaemplii KOMMYHMNCT, IIpa-
BOBEPHBIN aTeNCT BJPYT )KYTKO UCITYTalICA CMEPTH.
V1 1em 60sbliTe BOKPYT HETO X/TOMOTAIN, TeM TsDKerIee
eMy CTaHOBUJIOCD; iyllleBHas OOJIb IepepacTrana B
6071b pusMUecKyIo, 1 He [eVICTBOBAJIO HUKaKOe 60rte-
yronsouee. CThIACH ce6s U CBOEro CTpaxa, Ha yXo
APYTy IPU3HAJICA OH, YTO IIOKOS €MY He Ia€T MaMATb
00 yHIUYTOXXEHNN XPaMa, 3a KOTOPOe OH PATOBAJI I B
KOTOPOM IIPUH:JT y4acTye MHOTO JIeT Hasaf. TpesBblit,
JKECTKMIL, CMEJIbit, B 00111eM-TO, 4€/I0BEK IPOLIEHTaI,
YTO MEPEIUTCS EMY BCAKAsA HEUMCTD!

Iox cTpanIHbIM CeKpeTOM IMpUBEIN K HEMY CBA-
IIeHHMKA ¥ ocTaBum ofHuX. O 4éM OHU rOBOPUIIH,
HIKTO, KOHEYHO, He 3HaeT, HO ymep Bonbmoi Ha-
Ja/IbHMK CO CIIOKOJHOI! Y/IbIOKOIT Ha YCTax.

Cryk B iBepb. X034AMH OTKpbIBaeT. Ha nmopore ma-
JIeHbKas KOCEHbKas, XpPOMEHbKas IeBOYKa B JIPAHOM
6a/TaxoHe ¢ KAIIOIOHOM I CTIOMAaHHOI KOCOJ B pyKax.
— Tor xTO?

— S cmepTb TBOSA!
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—I[a, TaKas BOT HECypa3Hasd, HEIeasA CMEPTh...

Kr0 1mpocTo >XMa—ToT mpocTo ymmpaer. Ity ¢op-
Myny ApceHusi HEOCO3HAaHHO BBIBEII €€ B IETCTBE.

Hous. Crapas fefoBa ns6a. ApceHnii c 6parbsmu
Ha IIBIIIYLIEN KapoOM PYCCKOJi IIe4Ke B IIONyApEMe
corpeBaeTcs MOC/Ie KaTaHUsA C JIefiAHO0N ropbl. V3-3a
3aHaBeCKM BU[HO, KaK B «IIepeHei» TOCTI pasinBa-
10T 67Ie[{HO-MOJIOYHBIII CAMOT'OH B CTapble 3e/ICHOBA-
Thle cTakaHbl. Ha cToje KapTollKa, KarycTKa, IpuoKI,
KPYIIBIIl P>KaHOIt X/1e6, OT KOTOPOro Aef BpeMs OT
BpEMEHM OTpe3aeT OObIINM HOXKOM KOChIEe TOMT.
W pasrosop...

— BoT 0oH 1 TOBOPUT: TOCKa YTO-TO Ha AYyIIIE, JaKe
CaMOTOHY He OXOTa.

— Ila, masics, 3T TOYHO...

— Ha-a... VI BoT mpuiuén 13 6aHbKY, TOBECeTIeN BPO-
zme...

— [la, 6aHs OHa KOTO XOIIb Pa3BeCeyInT. ..

— [Ja o1 crymrait! Ipumén, xBacky momm, I€r Ha
KpOBaTbh I TIOMEP.

— Na-a-a...

ApceHnit 3HaJI 9TOTO AAABKY. 3H0POBAK-MODEP
BO3WJI IO HECKOJIbKO pa3 B Io7le K KOMOaitHy cTap-
mero 6para ¢ 06eoM B y3e/Ke. ApceHUiT IIpefcTa-
BIII cebe, KaK OH 3[[OPOBBIIT, PO3OBBIN TOCTIE GAHN
IPUXOAUT JOMOIL, IbET ANPEHDII IepeBEHCKIUIT KBAC
(c mopbopozka mafaoT SHTAPHBIE KATUIN), TOXKIUTCS
Ha KpOBaTb U BAIPYT IIpeBpalljaeTCs B OKOJHMKA. V13
JKIBOTO CTAaHOBUTCS MEPTBBIM. Kak pas Tem neTom
HOXOpOHWMIN 6a0YLIKY, U ApCeHuil yxe 3HaJ, KakK
BBITJIAAAT MMOKOMHMKMY, KaK 4e/IoBeKa XOPOHAT U
KaK IpoxofAT noMuHK. C TeX IOp pucoBas Kamra
C M3I0MOM aCCOLMMPOBATIACH Y HETO C 9TUM IeYaslb-
HBIM 00PSTOM.

A pasrosop LieNAeT OfIHY CMEPTD 3a IPYToit. ITOro
3a/IaBMI0 OPEBHOM, IPYTOJl YTOHYII, TPETHUII MOTIa
nop, moes/l. BcnoMumm u ganio ApceHns, KOTOPbI
B IIypry cOMICA C IIyTH, JOITO IUTyTalT BOKPYT fe-
peBHIL, U 3aMEP3 HACMePTb B [IBYX IIIarax ot 3abopa
COCEJICKOTO Cajia.

W gero aTo B3pocimble 6yATO OBl CMaKyIHOT IIO-
APOOHOCTH, CIOBHO 3TO JHOCTABJIsET MM KaKOe-TO
60J1e3HEHHOE YIOBOJILCTBIE.

MosxeT ObITD, TOFyMaT ApCeHMII, OYHYBIINCH OT
BOCIIOMMHAHUIA, 3TO HOpMarbHO—Memento mori?

Apcennit BIpyr o6paTiy BHUMaHMeE, YTO ITIOCKOE
He0O0 M TaKas >Ke IJIOCKas IIYCTBIHSA Hayaau MEeHATD
IIBeTa I CTPAHHO 3aru0aThCs KpasMI JPYT K JPYTY.
ITosaBMICA TOPU3OHT, KOTOPOro—APCEHMIT TONIBKO
Terepb 9TO 0CO3HaT— paHblie He 6b10. Hebo 1 mmy-
CTBIHA C/IMINCH B OFVIH LI€TIbIJ KOKOH, M 3TOT KOKOH
Havas CKMMaTbesA. OH CKMMAaCA BCE CTpeMUTEIbHEe
U, He YCIIeB UCITYTaThCs, ApCEHNI caM IPeBpaTIIIC
B KOKOH. Ilepep rnasamu (mepen KakuMu, Beib ¥
KOKOHa He 6BUTO 1a3?!) MOIIbIINM pa3HOI[BETHBIE
OuYeHb YETKME MIeaNbHO POBHbIE TeOMeTPUYECKMEe
GUrypsl, KOTOpble CMEHWICh Ha OCTIEIUTENbHbIE,
TUIHOTU3UPYIOLIME KPYTHU, HETOHATHbIE —IIOX0Xe,
KOMITbIOTEpHbIe— CUMBOJIbI. ApCEHMIT BIPYT OCO3HAT,
gt0 He apimunt! Ho kak 910 MokeT 66ITh?! A 9TO Takoe



AbIIIAaTh? DTO BTATMBAHME BO3flyXa B 1€rkue. Ho uro
TaKoO€ «JIETKMEe» M 9TO TaKOe «BO3TYX»?

VI B aTOT MOMEHT ApCceHmit 0CO3HAJI C KPUCTATbHOI
SICHOCTBIO: 06Man! Best xxmsub o6man! Het Hukakoro
BO3JlyXa, HUKAKMX JIETKMX, HeT HMKaKoro f u Huka-
Koro Mupa. EcTb muiib KOMIBIOTEPHAS IPOrpaMMa,
a BCA JKM3Hb—INIIDb YIIOPAJOYEHHOE JIBYDKEHME
3/IEKTPOHOB.

Crpax cxan cepale ApceHus (HO Kakoe Cepale
MOXXeT OBITh Y KOMIIBIOTPHOII IPOrPaMMBI? ), CTpax
HepepoC B yXKacC OXXMAAHNSI HEMIHYEMOTO HeObITI:
ceif4ac, BOT-BOT Cel4ac KTO-TO MOTYIIeCTBEHHO HeCy-
ectByomuit (bor?) miénrkHeT KHOIKOI 1 CO3HAHME
ApceHnsA HaUHET CTPEMUTENTLHO MEPKHYTh, COLIENK-
HETCA B Y3KYI0 6eITyI0 TMHNIO, KOTOpasi IPeBPaTUTCA
B OC/IEINTENIbHYIO0 TOUKY —U BCE!

ApceHuil MOYyBCTBOBA, KaK y>Kac IIepepOfNICA
B CIJIbHElIIIIee pa3oyapoBaHue, IIOTOM ero 00bsia
HEeBBIHOCKMMas I1€4ajib, KOTOpas HEOXKNJAHHO BbI-
JUIACh B 3710CTh. VI 3Ta 3710CTh, HE M3BECTHO IfE
HaxopuBIIascs (ApceHns-To He 6b1I0), OCTaHOBMIA
IIaHVKY. ApceHuil ¢ o6/lerdeHyieM IIOYyBCTBOBAI,
YTO CHOBA JBILINT, YTO y HETO €CTh TEJIO, YTO AHTEN
CMmepTy No-TIpeXHEMY CUJUT Iepef] HUMM Ha CepoM
Ba/IyHe U BHIMATe/IbHO 3a HUM HabMIoaer.

Bcé Bow1io B HOpMY, TO/IBKO OTCY TCTBIS TOPM30HTA
ApceHUIT HUKaK He MOT ITOHATD, [la 3aCTPs/I Ha THe
CO3HaHMA BOIPOC: TaK KU3HbD IEJICTBUTENILHO Peasib-
Ha VUIM ITPOCTO KTO-TO IepefyMa II0Ka HaXXK1MaTh
KHOIIKY «BBIKII»?..

Cryk B iBepb. X035MH OTKpPBIBAET [iBepb, a Ha I10-
pore MajleHbKasi—c rony6s cMepTb. MajieHbKast, HO
CTpalllHas, C KOCOil, B Y4épHOM Oa/IaxOHe U KaIIIOIIOHe.
X03sIMH CXBATUICA 3a CEPJLle, HO CMEPTh 3aMaxara
pyKamu:

— Jla He 60iics, He Golics, A He K Tebe, K TBOel Ka-
Hapelike.

OHy mocuzent MOT4a, 1 KOIZia cepyiLie ApCeHNs CTaIo
6uThCSI poBHEe, AHTe/T TOMEHSUI KHUTY Ha HOBYIO 11
OPOYNTAIL:

— «bBep1os He BCKPUKHYII, HO BOKPYT HETO OTYAsH-
HBIMI YKEHCKMMI TO/I0CAaMI 3aBU3XKAJIA BCS Y/IMLIA.
Bosxarast pBaHy/a 37I€eKTPUYECKIIl TOPMO3, BaTOH
CeJll HOCOM B 3€MJIIO, [IOC/Ie 9TOT0 MTHOBEHHO IIOf-
IPBITHYL, U C TPOXOTOM VI 3BOHOM 13 OKOH ITO/IETeNN
créxna. Tyt B Mosry Bepinosa KT0-To OT4assHHO
KPUKHYT: ,,Heyxxenu?..“ Emé pas, u mocmegumnii pas,
MeJIbKHY/IA JIYHA, HO y)Ke pasBa/lMBasCh Ha KYCKI, I
3aTeM CTajI0 TEMHO».

ApceHuit OTKpBI I71a3a U YBUJET, YTO CUZIUT B TECHOI
KOMHATYIIKe MEJITYHKTa; BOKPYT HETO BOEHHbIE; BCE
CMOTPAT B MaJIEHbKIIT 9KPaH [IEPEHOCHOTO TENEBU30-
pa. [me-To 3a cimHaMu Ha 6emoii KyleTKe Ha )XECTKOM
COTNIATCKOM 0aifkoBOM ofiesizie (B MeAITyHKTe O4eHb
JKapKo) IIOCTaHbIBAeT PAHEHBIN YeJIOBeK. ApCeHMI
He BIJIETI €TI0, HO 3HaJI, YTO 3TO TOPOOHOCHIN KPEIIKUA

C 3€7IEHBIMU I7Ia3aMM ¥ MHOTOJJHEBHO LE€TVHON
yeyeHel]. JKUBOT ero mepe6MHTOBaH, 1 Ha 6esnoi
Mapsie IpOCTYIININ >KeITOBaThle ¥ pO30BbI€ MIATHA.

Ha skpaHe TeneBnsopa pasBanuHbl KUPIUYIHO-
IO JIOMa, TIOX0XKe, MHOTO3TaXKI. bopopaTsie monu
B 3€/I€HBIX IIOBA3KaX Ha rOJIOBaX, KaMy(meKHoﬂ
¢dbopMe 1 c aBTOMaTaMIi B PyKaX OKPY>KIIU HEBBI-
COKOro 6e7100pbICOr0 MY>KUMHY B JIeTHeil popme ¢
NefiTeHaHTCKMMM ITOTOHAaMU. APCEHUII HEMOHATHO
KaK 3HaeT, YTO IJIEHKA, KOTOPYI0 OHM CMOTPAT, Ka-
KJMM-TO 00pa3oM CBsI3aHa C PAHEHBIM Ye/IOBEKOM,
MOCTaHBIBAIOIIVIM 3a CITMHOIA.

Tem BpeMeHeM KaMy(LDKHUKM Ha 9KpaHe CIIpa-
IIMBAIOT YTO-TO y I/IEHHOTO, IOKA3bIBAIOT B KAMePy
€T0 JJOKYMEHTBI, 3aCTaB/IAI0T ero pasfieThcA U pa-
3yTbcA. IIIeHHNK, He TOPONACH, ABHO 3aTATMBAsA
BpeMs, CHUMaeT OOTHHKIL, U BCE€ BpeMs YTO-TO To-
BOPUT M3BYHAIOIMCS TOHOM JIIOJAM C aBTOMaTaMMI.
ABTOMATYMKM Y/IBIGAIOTCA B OTBET, HO Y/IBIOKM 3TU
HaIlOMMHAIOT APCEHNIO0 OCKa/l KOLIKY, UTParoLieii
HOZTyOOMOPOYHOI MBILIKOIL. ApCeHMIT 3aMeTIUI BOPYT
cpenu 6opopadeli KOro-To B JUIMHHOM XUTOHE U C
KPBIIbAMM 3a CIIHOM, HO, TIOXO0KE, €r0 He BUMIAT HU
aBTOMATYMKM, HU IUVIEHHDIN, HU TIOfU, CMOTpAIE
TeNIeBU30P. B3Iz cymecTBa ¢ KpblIbsMIU HaIpsi-
JKEH U TedasieH. ApceHMIT TIOHMMaeT, UYTO ceifyac
MIPOU3O0I/IET, U BCE Xe Korfa 60pofjady OTXOfAT OT
IIJIEHHOTO Y Pa3falOTCA BBICTPENbI, OH B3lparuBaer.
Bbocoit mirennpinn magaer. Pasmaércs eé HeCKOIbKO
BBICTPEJIOB, ¥ IIOCTIE Ka)XXA0T0 60Chle HOTY YOUTOro
Heslero figprarorcs. OfyH U3 CTPeIABIINX HOAXOAUT K
TPyIy 1 6pocaeT eMy Ha IPY/b PaCKPBITBII ITACIOPT.
Kamepa HepoBHO HaesxaeT 1 ApceHuit BupuT ¢o-
TorpauIo MOJIOZIOTO Ye/IoBeKa U HafIIICh «3alileB
Wropp BanenTnHOBIY».

Apcennit sagymancsa. CrpaHHbIi Kommap. Kak aTo

CBSI3aHO CO MHOWI? — CUINMJICA TIOHATD OH.
— Bcemy cBoé Bpems,— 6acoBBIM KOJIOKOJIOM IIPOTY-
menronoc Anrena Cmeptu. VI Apcennii cHoBa yBujien
BOKPYT BCE Ty K€ MaJIeBYI0 IYCTBIHIO, yXOIALIYIO
B 6ECKOHEYHOCTD U HUT/E He COENUHSIIOMIYIOCS C
HU3KUM HEOOM.

«A, MOXeT OBITh, TO, YTO CHUTCA HaM B CTpalll-
HBIX KOIIMapax,—aTo IpeficKasaHue OyAyIIero 1,
MO>XeT OBITh, IPOEKILIMA TOTO, YTO IIPOUCXOINT -
MO celfyac B KaKUX-TO [PYTUX, MTapajjenbHbIX MU-
pax?—mnogyman oH.— Jla MOXXeT ObITh, 11 He B IHBIX
MUpaXx, a 3/jechb, Ha 3eMJle, Iie-HUOYAb 3a THICSUY
BEPCT OTCIOfIa».

YyBCTBO, KOTOpPOE OH TOIBKO YTO MCIBITAN IO-
Ka3a/J0Ch €My 3HaKOMBIM. Jla, TOT coH... CTpaHHbII
CcoH... JocTuHUIIA, IIVHHBIA TEMHOBATBI KOPULOP He
U3BECTHO B KAKOM I'OPO/i€, HE TIOHATHO B KAKOM T'Of1y.
3uma? OceHb? 3a OKHaMM cepoe YTPO. ApceHuit Ién
TI0 5TOMY KOPUIOPY, a HABCTPEYY IIa Y/IbIOAIOMIAsCS
Hes3HaKoMasi )KeHIIMHA. APCeHUI1 YIbIOHYIICA B OTBET,
HO BJpYT NOPasuICs, IIOHSB, YTO yIbIOKa BCTped-
HOJI— KOBAapHO-3/I00HAasA U COBEPLIEHHO XXyTKasdl.



ApceHnit CUTINTCS TIepeCcTaTh YIbI0aTbCS U He MOXKET.
OH BXOJUT B BaHHYIO KOMHATY, 3aIlipaeT 3a coboil
IBEpb Ha LINMHIAJIET, IOBOPAYMBAETCA K 3epKaly
U, 3aJIe[leHeB, BUJUT OTPaKeHMe CTOAIEN y HEero 3a
CIIMHOM CTPAILIHO yXMbULIOMIeNcA XeHmyHabl! Ho
OH )Xe 3a11ep ABepb! ApceHnit ¢ GbIOLIIMCS CepALieM
o6epHyncs—Hukoro! V TyT HeBeoMas cuia arpec-
CHMBHO U YKECTOKO IIPUHSA/IACH IOMATh ¥ [YLIUTD €TO.
Becp B x0mogHOM IOTY ApCEeHMIT COMPOTUBIIACA U3
HOC/IeHUX CIJL, Y TOIBKO TBEPAIII IPO ce0s: I/IaBHOE
He COJITH C yMa, I7TaBHOE He COMTH C yMma!

B kaKoi1-To MOMEHT OH OCO3HAJI, YT0 60pbba NAET
He p13MIecKasi, 4TO 9TO [yIIa ero 60peTcsi C 4eM-TO
4yeMy HeT HY Ha3BaHUsA, HY OIIpeNle/IeH s, HU ONMCa-
Hus. VM xorga ApceHnit MOHAT, ITO Jlerde yMepeTh,
YeM IOTePATh AYIy,—OH IIPOCHY/ICA. ..

OH 1 [0 cux Top yBepeH, uTo HeuTto Bo cHe M/ B
KaKOM-TO IPyroM M3MepeHNH (YK O4eHb 9TO OBIIO He
HIOXO0XKe Ha COH) TIBITaI0Ch OTOOPATh y HErO YKU3Hb; 1
ec/y ObI OH He CITPaBIIICA, YTPOM €ro HalllIu Obl B IO~
cTe MEPTBBIM. .. Vv 6e3HaéKHO CBUXHYBIIMMCA.

«O, uépr! —mucnyrancsa Bapyr Apcenmit.— I xe
comén ¢ yma! Bor B uém gmeno. Jlexy B manare Ka-
KOI-HUOYAb ICUXYIIKI, @ CaM rajumonnHnpyio. Kak
TaM—He Jjali MHe Bor coilTu ¢ yMa, y>K Iydile II0COX
u cyma? [la, 3To Bcé 00bsicHseT. VI AHrena, u 3Ty
ITYCTBIHIO. . .»

BpriBaeTcsa My>XUK K COCEmy—BeCh B3MbIJIEHHBIN,
671e [ HbIIL, PYKU TPSICYTCA.

— bynp gpyrom, mait sakypuThb!

— Tax TbI ke 6POCHII TPM TOfja Ha3a/.

— INopgnumenb TyT HoHeBone—CMepTh TONBKO YTO
HOCTYy4Yasach B BEPU.

— YT0-TO TbI IOJO3PUTENHHO XMBLIM BBIILAUIID.
— Jla oHa 3a HaXX/JAYHBIM OGPYCKOM 3aXO0fy/Ta—KOca
3aTYNUIACh.

Tocka Hayazma cocaTb €ro cepple: Befb OTCIOA >Ke
Ternepb HY 3a 4TO He BbIOpaThcs. Ho moyemy, moyemy?

ITouyemy nmaxuer 6eH3yHOM? IloueMy CITBIITHBI
3BYKM MAIlIMH ¥—CKBO3b BaTy—TIOfICKIE TOr0ca’?
AHTeJ UX, MHTEPECHO, CIIBIIINT?

MokeT OBITb, U C/IBILIAT, HO BIJa He IIOfaBas, OH
MOTINCTAJT OUYEPEeNHYI0 KHIDKKY U, paclpaBUB JICT,
IPOYNTAT:

— «CMepTb—3T0 po6OT, YIIPAB/IIIOLINIL MIPOM fieli-
crBusi. CMepTh 6e3MonBHa, y Heé HeT pra. CMepTh
HUKOI[a HU4ero He plpaxkana. Ho B Hell ecTb HEYTO
3aMaH4MBOe, HeKoe MoCIeBKycue. TOMbKO TOT, KTO
BpOZie MEeHs OTKPBUI pOT U CKasan: ,Ja, ga, na“ u
emé pas ,,Jlal“—cmocoben BcTpeTuth CMepTh O€3
CTpaxa, ¢ pacupocTépThIMU 00bATUAMN. CMepTh,
Kak BosHarpaxjeHme—ja! CMepTh B pesynbraTe
cBepiieHns —pa! CMepTh B BeHIle U Ha I[uTe—aal»

«VInTepecno,—mnoxyman Apcennit,—lenpu Mu-
7iep, HaIMCaBIINUIL 3TU MOAyOe3yMHbIe CTPOKI, Ce-
TOJH, YyKe OKa3aBIIVICDh MaM, IO-IIPeXXHEMY TOTOB
TTOAITINCATHCS TIOJT HUMI?»

— Korpga-u1bynp ThI caM y HEro 9To CIHpOCHUIIb,—
yneiouyncs Auren.—Ho emé He ckopo...

3Ha4UT, He yMep, pemnt Apcennii. Bcé ske commén ¢
yma? VlHTepecHO: cymacIecTBIe paBHO cMepTu? Vmm
3TO ipyroe cocrosiune? CKOMBKO OBIIO TeHIATbHbIX
CyMacCIIefIINX, HO ObUIN /I OHU IIPY 9TOM CaMMMMU
c060it—BOT B 4éM Bompoc!

ApceHnit moHeBOIe YABIOHY/ICA, BCIIOMHUB 6e3-
0OMTHOTO lepeBEHCKOT0 TypayuKa, KOTOPOro OH BULET,
Ipues3yKas Ha KaHMKY/IbI B fefoB foM. CaHA-KHYT.
Krmaccuyeckuit Takoit FOPOAVBBIIL: XORMT B 0OHOCKAX,
3UMOJI U JIeTOM 60CUKOM, B CYMKY COOMPA BCE, YTO
HI HaiJET, WIN 4TO NofjanyT. He nmonpoiaitunyarn,
6bIT JOOPBIM M Pa3roBOpuYMBLIM. VI BCE Bpems He
paccTaBascs ¢ CaMOZIe/IbHBIM BepEBOYHBIM KHYTOM,
3a 4TO U ObUI Ipo3BaH CaHA-KHYT.

Hen, Korzia cMIbHO cepancsa Ha ApceHns 3a JieT-
CKJle €r0 He BCeIfla pasyMHble NPOJE/IKM, TOBOPUII
B CepALax:

— Jla y Tebs IOHATHA MeHbIlle, YeM y I0pOuBOro!
Bripacremn, 6ygelnb, kak CaHA-KHYT C TOIBIM ITy-
30M XOJIUTb.

Kak u nomoxeno ropopnsomy, 6611 CaHsi-KHYT
UCTOBO BepyroiuM. V 6bl1a y Hero Medra: HOIacTh
Ha Kamyuek Cepaduma CapoBckoro. CapoBckuii
MOHACTBIPb B T€ TOfIbI YK€ OKasasICA 3a KOodert
MIPOBOJIOKOI; TIOCETIOK, YTO OBUI IO €0 CTEHaMH,
06/11060BaN yI€HBIE 1 BOCHHBIE, KOTOPhIM PopyHoi1
ObI/IO TIOPYYEHO CO3/1aTh ATOMHYIO 6OMOY, YTOOBI
OTBETUTb Ha 6OMOY aMepMKAHCKYIO 1 CIIACTU MUP
OT BOIHBI. 3a KOJI04ell IPOBOMIOKON B TPU p:AAa,
KOHTPOJIbHO-C/IE[OBOII IO/IOCOM, BJOIb KOTOPOIL
XOJIVIN CONMTATHI C OBYapKaMM, OKazasnach 1 JlanbHAA
IyCTBIHKa, Ie CepadyM BepIII CBOJI IJIaBHBIII 10~
nBur. Tak 4TO MedTa IomacTsb TyAa Obi1a 13 06/1acTH
HeCOBITOYHBIX.

Ho He 3ps cTapble 6abyIKu roBOPAT: Bepa COTBO-
purt mo6oe uyno. HeBeposiTHO, HO daxT: Ha cepadu-
MOBCKUX MecTax CaHA-KHYT HOObIBaI!

Kak-To B uto71e OH BJIpYT 13 ce/la Ipona. A 4epes
MecCAL, eT0 NMPUBE3/IM Ha BOEHHOM TasiKe, IIPOBen
B IIpaB/IeHlie€ KOJIX03a, a IOTOM OIAATb IOCA/UIN B
rasuk U yBesnn. Bep€BOYHbBIN KHYT, KaK 3aMeTH-
7 HEMHOTOYJICIEHHbIE CBUMIETENN TIPONUCIIECTBIUA,
6bu1 py Cage. .. Ilocie 9TOro 10pOAVBBII CTUHYIT
OKOHYATE/IbHO. ..

W TONBKO TOfBI COYCTA TallHOE CTaj0 ABHBIM.

B T0 nero CaHs-KHYT BO 4TO ObI TO HU CTAJO
PELLIVII IIOIACTh B CEKPETHBII TOPOJ, 11 IIPO6paThCest
Ha JlanbHIo10 MycThIHKY. OH BCI0 BECHY U BECh MIIOHb
OpORMT BAOMb KOJIOYEN! IIPOBOIOKM Y BBIMCKMBAJI
naseliky. bespesynbratHo. OnyH pa3 B HETO maxe
CTPENAN Y3KOITIa3bIll TEMHONNIBIN CONIaT—TO JIN
KMprus, To 1 AKyT. Ho He monar.

U Bot B KoHIle KOHI[0B CaHst HaOpénm Ha >Kenes-
HOJIOPOXKHYIO BETKY, II0 KOTOPOJ B 3aKphIThlil Ca-
POB II0 HOYAM XOJVIIM BpeMsI OT BpeMEeHM COCTaBbI.
TyT oH 1 noH:, Kak Ipobepércs B ropop. Bepkaas,



KOIZla Ha CTAHIMIO NIPUTHA/IN COCTaB C JIECOM, OH
Haurésn wiaThopmy ¢ caMbIMM OOIBLUINMY OpEBHAMMU
Y YXUTPWICS IPOOPATHCS B IIe/Ib MEXAY CTBOTAMIA
KoneuHO, TaM €ro HelmpeMeHHO JO/DKHO ObI/I0 pas-
JaBUTbH BO BpeMA ABioKeHuA. Ho He 3pa B Hapope
rOBOPAT, 4TO Bor 3a60TUTBCS O AypaKax, IMbsSHBIX
n Coepnuénnubix Illtatrax Amepuku. ITockonbky
IOpOJUBLI CPOIHNU AypaKy, bor Buaumo moxanen
CaHto, 11 ero He pasfaBuio 6pEBHaAMM, He YHIOXAIN
OBYAPKI, He IPOTKHY/I ATIVHHBIM JKeTIe3HBIM HITBIPEM
conpar Ha KII11. Korga cocras npuiién Ha TOBapHYIO
crannuio Caposa, Obia emté HOub, 1 CaHe yfanoch
He3aMeueHHbIM BBIOPAThCs U3 OPEBEH U TaK >Ke He
06HAPY)KEHHBIM YIITH CO CTAHIVN.

Hepneny montops! oH XM B CaMOJENbHOM IIajIa-
muKe Ha JlaymbHell MyCTHIHKE, KOTOPYIO HAIén 6e3
TPYyZa IO paccKasaM 6O0TOMONBHBIX JiepEeBEHCKIX
CTapUKOB, elll€ TOMHMBIINX, KaK X B I€TCTBE BOJ/IN
Ha TokIoHeHue MoiaM Cepadyma 1 B MOHACTBIPb,
U Ha MycTHIHKY. OHAKO KOIZla KOHYM/IAch IIpUHe-
CéHHasA B KOTOMKe efla—XJe0, ImeuyéHas KapToIl-
Ka ¥ IeYE€HDIe XKe Alla, MPULUIOCh UATU B TOPOZ,
TyT, B ropogie ero u samenu. [/l MHTENIUT€HTHBIX
>KuTenelt HaydHoro CapoBsa B IMKOBMHKY OKa3ascs
TPsI3BHOBATBIII YelOBeK B PyOuile ¥ C KHYTOM Ha
IIe4e, KOTOPBIN CTOAN Y MarasiHa U J1acKoBO IIpO-
cu xme6ymKa. KI'b B Te BpeMeHa paboTa IyCTpo.
CaHA-KHYT 6bII MOMEHTATTBHO 3aJlepyKaH, JOCTaBIIeH
KyJa CIIefyeT, U KTO CHIefyeT, ero gonpocut. Jonro
He pelIaiCh IOBEPUTh, YTO 0OOPBAHHBII YeTIOBEK
He aMePUKaHCKUII W, Ha Xy[0J KOHeL, aHITIMIICKUI
mmoH. Hecmotps Ha To, 4To CaHA-KHYT HOApPO6-
HelIM 06pa3oM oImica, Kak OH IPOHNK B TOPOI,
IIOKA3aJI Ia/Ialll, B KOTOPOM XXIJL, M PACCKa3al, KTO
OH M OTKYJa, CAPOBCKIE PhIlapy I/TAIA ¥ KMHYKajIa
[OJITO OTKA3bIBAINCDH IIPU3HABATb PEAIbHOCTD €T0
UCTOPUU U YCEPIHO CTPOM/IN BEPCUM IIIIOHCKOTO
HaIpaBJIeHNs, NONpaIlNBas €ro, KaK MHKBU3UIINA
Komnepunka. CaHs, OfHaKO, BCeM YabI6ascs, HUYETo
He 60s71CsA, 0XOTHO I MHOTOCTIOBHO OTBEYasl Ha BCe
BOIIPOCHI, U BBIIIET U3 CeOs IMIIb OFHAXK/BI, KOI/a
KrOIIHVMKY OTHSUIN Y Hero KHYT. OH TaK Opat, pbliast
U KOJIOTUJICSL B CYAOPOTrax, YTO KHYT €My BEPHYIN 1
607Ibllle OTHATD HE MBITANNUCH.

B xonne xonnos CaHio Mocaguiu B TasuK, Ipu-
BE3M B CENIO U NPEeIbABNUIN MPABIECHUIO KOIXO-
3a C IpefcefareneM BO IMaBe s onosHaHus. Co
IITIMOHCKON Bepcuelt KIOMHMKAM IPUIIOCh-TaKN
C GOJIBIIINM COXKa/IeHIIeM PACCTaThCSL. ..

Kyna ysesnu CaHro, Tak HUKTO ¥ HUKOI/]A HE Y3HA/L.
ToBOpWIY TOMBKO, YTO, CATACDH Y KPbIIbIIAa PABIEHNA
B TOIIHBIN ra3nk, CaHA-KHYT 6€CIeYHO 1 CYaCTINBO
ynbi6ascs. Emgé 61, ero HecObITOYHAA MeyTa COBUIACD.
la3uK IIOBE3 €ro B HEM3BECTHOM HaIllpaB/IEHNM, a OKa-
3aBIIVECS OKOJIO ITPaBJIEHNA CyYaliHble CTapYIIKU
TalIKOM KPECTU/IM BO3JYX €MY BCIIE, ..

C Tex op HM OFHOTO IOPOAUBOTO B HAIINX KpasAx
HUKTO HMKOTZIA HE BUTEL. ..

IIa, HO He BCé Tak 6e306unHO. briBaroT Benb u
apyrue cymacuenune. Kax >xe oH Mor 3a0bITh 0
IOBOIOPOZHOI cBOeN TéTKe—MapAkiabHe? 3Banu-To
€€, KoHeYHO, Mapbs SIKoBeBHa, HO TaK YK ITOBENOCH,
YTO TOPOIINBAsA POSHA HE pa3MEHMBAACD, C/IMJIA UMsI
1 OTYECTBO B O[HO IIpO3BuIe —MapsAKabHa—U BCE.
Pa6orana oHa B ricux6onbHuIie. YK JaBHo... M BoT
Obl71a, 6bITa, a TOTOM IIpOIIana. ApceHuit 3Has eé Masio
U JJayKe He IOMHTepecoBancsa—Kypa fenack. V Tombko
IIOTOM paccKasaj eMy, Kak ObIIo feno. buun y Hux
TaM OffH OyIIHbIIL. V] KaK-TO TaK BBIIIIO, YTO TO/IBKO
MapsK/IbHE €ro ylIaBanoch yCIIOKauBaTh. YK 4eM
OHa ero B3si/lTa—HEU3BECTHO, TOJIKO TOT JJaXKe CTasl
BpOfie KaK B ce0s1 puxoauThb. MapskibHa yIpocuia
IJIaBBpada, YTOOBI eMy paspelnin B OO X0/
BBIXOJUTD U JlaXKe TyIATh U3pefika. A BECHON OH
eé B IpOBSIHOM capae 3apy6mnr. PacckaseiBaimy, 410
Ipuuén B 061IyI0 KOMHATY C TOIIOPOM, @ C JIe3BUs
KpoBb Kamaet. CTONT, I71a3a sICHBIE, KaK ObI Taxke
Becénble, Bpofie Kak JoOpoe [eno Kakoe Chenall...
ITorom, npaBpa, ZOLUIO, YTO /U IO HETro, OysSHUTD
HadyaJ, Kpydas XYTKo, Itakan Ho Hegonro my4mncs,
OJJHaK/IbIl HOYBIO IIOPBAJI Ha IOCKY ThI IPOCTBIHIO, 1A
U TIOBECUJICH. . .

ToBopaT, Korga MapAK/IbHY HalllIM, OHA €€ SKMBAs
6b11a. VI Bpofe ete fbliana yxe, M TOlI0Ba B KPOBH, &
I71a3a sICHbIE, ¥ BPOJie Kak He 60/bHO el coBceM. He
CyZUTe, FOBOPUT, €T0, OH XOPOIINIT, 00IbHO TOMIBKO. . .

Apcennit nepepépuynca. Her, yx mydmie mocox
u cyma. Bcé ke cTpamiHas mTyka—cMepThb. Vi He
cTpamHag? EMy npunoMHuicsa cyMmpak BeuepHert 13-
ObI, MKOHBI, TOO/IECKIBaIOLIVEe CepPeOPHOI POIBroit
OKJ/IaJIOB B TaHIyIolleM cBeTe cBedell. CTapeHbKuit
CBAILIEHHMK, NpUX/IEObIBas, IONMBAET KPEIKWIT Y-
LIMCTBI Yail ¢ HEBELOMBIMU TPaBaMU, I OTBEYAET
Ha HaMBHBbIe, BOCOIUTAHHOTO B aTeusMe ApceHus
BOIPOCHL
— BoT ecnu Tl XpUCTHAHUH, 3HAYUT, JODKEH TIO-
MHUTDb CBOJ CMEPTHBIN Yac—M BOBEKM He cOorpe-
b, [lepen cMepThIo Bce TBOM HOraTcTBa, KpoMe
IYXOBHBIX,—TJIeH I HMYTO. 3Haellb, KaK B Hapoze
TOBOPUTCSI—IPOO KAPMAHOB He MIMeeT. A CMepTh—He
rope. CMepTb—/I/1s1 HAC )KUBBIX [IeYab 00 YIIeIeM,
HO ISl YCOTIILIETo POXK/IeHMe K HOBOJ >KM3HIU.

[ToTpeckmBaeT GUTUIEK TaMIIafIKM, IIAXHET pKa-
HBIM X/1€00M, TpaBaMu 1 laMIafgHbIM MacioM. Cra-
PBIIT 4e/TOBEK C Y/IBIOKOI CMOTPUT APCEHNIO B I7Ia3a:
— Cmeptu He 607icsL.

— ITa s 1 He 60I0Ch. ..
— W xopormo.

AHTes1 TOHKO ¥ XOJIOJHO Y/IBIOHYIICS, CIIPOCUII IPO-
MOBBIM I'O/JIOCOM:
— Taxk He 6onmbes?

CI10BHO JIeIAHBIM BEeTPOM IIOBESJIO B IO, CepHLie
CHOBa 3a0M/I0Ch €O CTpamIHoil cuoit. «Tak He 60-
10Cb?—3aMupas OT CTpaxa, CIpOCWI ApCeHui caM
ce6s1.—VI moyeMy OH cIlpalMBaeT MeHA 06 3TOM?



W 3ageM MBI Tak Jonro—uac? geHb? rof? becemyem
o cmeptu? Ox3amen? Unctunuie? bpen?»
Ortuero elné cunbHee 3aMmaxao 6€H3MHOM.

Ha Bompoc «Kax BbI x0Tenu 6l ymepeTsb?» ObIIO
HOJIy4eHO MHOTO PasHBIX OTBETOB. V TONBKO OfUH
u3 6oJIee COTHY ONPOLIEHHbIX 0TBeTI: «Hykak»...

AHrern BCTaJI, pacipaBuil CKIa/fKV XUTOHA, 3aCMesTICA
¥ B3MaxHY/I HeBEPOATHBIMY KPbIIbAMM, OTUETO CTAJI0
emé xononHee. ITyCTbIHA BAPYT HavYa/Ia CTPEMUTE/Tb-
HO GesieTb, M ApCeHMit II04yBCTBOBAJI XOJIOf, CHera.
AHres 0OTOPBAJICS OT 3eMJIN U, HOFHUMASCh B He6O,
3aKpM4aj FPOMOBBIM TOTIOCOM:

— He 60iics! He 60iics, Ho nomun! O4HMCB, TapeHb,
OYHUCB!..

— O4HNCB, TapeHb, CIBIIINIID, OYHNICH! —T0/I0C U3
TPOMOBOTO IIPEBPATIIICS B OOBIUHBIIT MY)XCKOIT e-
TI0BeYeCKMit, 1 ApceHui IO4yBCTBOBAI, YTO KTO-TO
TPACET €ro 3a 1jedyo.

CornHile 6us0 B I7Ma3a, Kaasna co 16a KpoBb, B TO-
7noBe ryfien Kojokos. CHer 3aj1eTaj B pacIIionleHHOe
OKHO aBTOOYca, 3aBa/MBIIErocs Ha 60K IOf| OTKOC
rocce. ITaxo mponuraBmmM cHer 6eH3uHOM. V3-3a
HepeJHeT0 CUJEHbs TOpYasIa pyKa cO CKPIOUEHHBIMU
B [IOC/IE[iHEI Cyfopore nmanblamu. Pamom sacToiia B
HeJIeTION 1103€ YKeHIIMHA C OTKPBITBIMH, HO C/IETIBIMU
I71a3aMI ¥ OCKa/IEHHBIM B HEMOM Kpuke pToM. Ye-
JIOBEK B 3UMHeI KyPTKe M CBa/IMBaIOMIENICA YIIaHKe
Tamu1 ApceHus 3a pykaB 13 pasbuToro aBTobyca:
— OuHuch, TapeHb, 0OYHUCh. beHsuH pasnumncs, Mo-
KeT TIO/IBIXHY Tb.

AprokaTacTpoda! V1 Apcenuit Bcé BCHOMHMIIL

B aTy KOMaHMPOBKY OH O4YeHb He XOTeN exath. M emy
caMOMY ObIJIO 9TO CTPAHHO, Be/[b OH JII0ONI TOe3/IKI,
0611 HOBBle MecTa 1 BcTpeun. Hemapom 6abka
HaspiBana ero nmopoit Mlaryn Iymamuii. A Tyt Ha-
[aBIJIO YTO-TO Ha Cepplie, HaBa/lImIach Jlelpeccus,
BIIOPY OTKa3aTbCsA. TONBKO KaK OTKa)KeHIbCA— pa-
60ota. [Ipunutocs exarb. ApceHMit ICHO BCIIOMHUI,
KaK aBTOOYC BecesIo JieTeT [0 3MHeMY II0CCe, KaK
CBEpKAJIO COJHIIE B MHee OenbIX 6epés 1 MymnCThIX
nmuctBeHHML,. OH fjaXke IIOBecees ¥ Havasl HolTyJaTh

YHOBOJIbCTBME OT IOE3KNA. A B KaKOJ-TO MOMEHT
yBUJeT B 1060BOM cTekye «VIKkapyca» MYaImiics
HaBCTpedy IPY30BIUK, IOTOM 3aCHE)XEHHbIE [IepeBbs
HIPUFOPOKHOI JIeCONOCAK!U, CTPAaHHBIM 00pa3oM
IepeBOPAYMBAIOIeCs KPOHAMY BHIU3, M OYHY/ICA
CUJS Ha BaJlyHe B CTPAHHOI IIYCTBIHE. ..

— Hy, mapens, nosesyio Tebe,—ryfien Hafi yXOM MyX-
4MHa, TOMoras ApCeHIIo B306paThcs Ha 000UNHY. —
YeTbIpe TpyIa BOKPYT Tebs, a Tebe TONbKO OpOBb
nonapanasno. Hy, mosesno.

ApceHnii CTOAT, B OLIeTIEHEHN CMOTPEJT, KaK OfHI
JTIONM, BBITACKMBAIOT U3 TIOKOPEXEHHOTO OpIoxa aB-
ToOyca [PYTUX JIIOfiell, CTIbIIIA, KaK KTO-TO KpUYal,
KTO-TO KOTO-TO 3BaJI ¥ HUKAK He MOT IIPU/ITH B CeOs1.
Oxn noyyBcTBOBas Ha cebe B3MIAL 1 06epHycs. Ha
MPOTUBOIOIOXKHON 060YMHE [I0CCE CTOSIT BBICOKMIT
Ye/I0BEK B /ITHHOM—IIOUTH [0 IIAT—Y€PHOM I1aJIbTO,
IPUCTAIBHO CMOTPEIT Ha HETO U CJIeTKa Y/IbIOasIcs.
OH ornanpiBan ApceHns, CIOBHO XOTe/l B 4€M-TO
yOennThCA.

HesHakoMas >KeHIIMHA MOJOIIA K APCeHNIO 1
IPVMHAIACDH IIATKOM BBITMPATh KPOBb Ha €To JINIIE,
a KOIfla oToLrIa ¥ ApceHmit oOepHyJIcsA, 4e/IoBeKa B
4EPHOM yiKe He ObIIO.

CHer mafian us €rKMX pegKnx 06IaKoB U CBepKa
Ha COJIHIle, MOPO3 MOIMIIbIBa muiio. Ho Apcennii ne
3aMevaI 3TOro. MbIC/IN ero Mefl/IEHHO IUIBIIV OFHA 32
mpyroit. HaBepHOe, 3TO IpaBMIbHO, YTO MBI HE 3HAEM,
KoOIfa 1 Kak yMmpéM. HaBepHoe, 3T0O ITpaBUIbHO, YTO
MBI He 3HaeM 3apaHee, 9To mam. Mo>keT ObITb, TONBKO
3TO U AelaeT Hac mofbMI. Ho Kak Xe X04eTcs BepuUTh,
4TO AyIlIa MaMm Mo-IIpexKHeMY >kuBa. [loTomy uTo, eciu
3TO TAaK, TO €CTb HaJIeK/Ia Ha Ipoienne. EcTb Hagexzia
Ha TO, YTO TOT, KOI'O ThI 00UJIeI, He IIOHII, KOMY He
IIOMOT, BUIUT TBOY 3aII037a/Ible MyYeHNs, IyBCTBYET
UX U—COYYBCTBYeT? A MOXKET OBITb, U IPOIIAET?

[MockpunbpiBas 3aTONTAHHBIM CHETOM, ApPCeHMIt
HeTOPOIIMBO MOOPEN K aBTOOYCY, KOTOPBIII IIOJO0-
rHay, 4Tobbl 3a6path mocTpagaBmnx. OH cujen
B XOJIOfTHOM Kpeciie, CMOTpeJl Ha CyeTy 32 OKHOM I
AyMaJl O TOM, 4TO XOTb BCE M IOMMAET B €r0 >XM3HU
HO-IIPeXXHEMY, YTO-TO B HEM camoM OyfeT nHbiM. OH
HMKOT/ia He 3a6yzieT cioB Anrena «He 6oiics!», Ho He
3a0y/eT U 0 KHOIIKe C HAJMUCBI0 «BBIKIL». ..



