HECTMBAEMAA KATEPUHA

Pacckas

KatepuHa myumnack yxe Hegento. boneno Bcé. Kaxgas kne-
To4ka. [Jo TOLHOTLI, A0 TEMEHU B rnasax.

KatepnHa — xygowlaBasi ctapyxa, net cemugecsatn. Cytynu-
nacb, xoguna 6bICcTpo, no4Tn 6erom, ¢ Be4HO 03ab0YEHHbBIM FIMLOM.
HecmoTps Ha BO3pacT, 6bina Kpenkow, XUMCTon.

He 6bino takon paboTbl, ¢ koTopow 6bl KatepnHa He cnpasu-
nacb. [lpoBa nu KonoTb, CHEr N YUCTUTb, Oropof Nn KonaTb — BCé
eanHo. OcoBeHHO yBaxkamna MYKCKyt paboTy: OWUTb-KONMoTUTb —
aTo, noxanywncra! Capanky ctapyto pasobpatb — munoe geno! Amy
CMVBHYIO BbIPbITb — C MPEBENVKNM YA0BONbCTBUEM!

A BOT KyxHI0 TepneTb He morna. Eé x, 6abckyto paboty, He Bu-
AaTb: cBapun — cben, goma ybpancs, msavwb — onsaTe 6ecnops-
Ook. BHyku. YT0 TYyT nogenaewb?

Pabotana KatepuHa ¢ ynoeHvem. BeiBano, noectb 3abbiBana.

— Ox, HEXOPOLLO MHE YTO-TO CEroAHS, — XKanosanacb JoYepu.

—Yero HexopoLlo-To? B kakom mecTe? — MHTepecoBanach AoYb.

— CnabocTb... — npucnyLwaBLmnch kK cebe, 3akntodana KatepuHa.

— [a Tbl ena cerogHs? — nepBbIM AeNOoM crnpalunBana 4oub.

A He nomHio! — oTMaxmBanack KatepuHa.

[obpo 6bl noecTb 3abbiBana, HO NOABUMU €€ TPyAOBble HEN3-
MEHHO COMPOBOXAANUCh MOBbILWEHHbIM TpaBmaTuamoM. bunace,
pesanachb, kornonach — ¢ 3aBMAHbIM NOCTOSHCTBOM. KaTepuHa xoau-
na ¢ BEYHO NepebMHTOBaHHbIMM NanbLamu, 3akneeHHas nnacTbipsi-
MW, PYKU-HOTN B CUHSAKAX — CMOTPETb CTPALLHO.

B npownom mecsiue pybaHyna no nanbuy TOomnopom, 6naro
BCKOIb3b. Bropsyax 3amoTtana Tpsnkon — 1 ganbLue: KonoTb. [NoTom
rnsHyna, a Tam...

B 6onbHuuy cpogy He obpawanack. Ewé He xsatano! MNMpoww-
nblM neToM y KatepuHbl B oMepeaHON pa3 NepeKIMHUIIO CMIMHY: HA



COrHYTbCS, HY pa3orHyTbes. [Joyb, He CnpocHAch, 3anucana eé K mac-
caxucty. N oeHbrv Bnepép sannartuna, o 4ém matepu u coobymna.

KatepuHa Bckunena:

— 370 X B paloH motaTtbces!

— Huyero. Y Tebs 3a1b ectb. CB03UT. He nepenomutcs.

[enatb Heyero — AeHbrn ynro4veHsl. Ha maccax oHa YecTHo ae-
cATb AHen otxoauna. CnvHy otnycTtuno. Ho godepu 3a ato Bpemsi
MPULLNIOC MHOIO Yero o cebe BbiCnyLLaTh.

— Hy, 4yero Tbl BO3MyLL@eLlbCA — yBelleBana oHa matb. — [poLu-
na Begp cnmHa! He 3psa xoguna.

— Mpowna! Y meHs BOH Ha oropoae — koHb He Bansnca! Kap-
TOLLKY OKy4MBaTb Hafo. A MHE X C MacCaxem TBOMM AenaTb HUYero
Henb3s!

He nocnywatb Bpaya KatepuHa He morna. CyHeTtcs B oropog —
BCE rneveHune Hacmapky. [leHbru, cyitan, Ha BeTep. Ha 1o oHa now-
TN He Morna.

— [a komy oH TBOW oropog caanca?! —pasgpaxanacb B CBOHO
ovepenb Ao4b.

— A BaM Hu4ero He Hago! — ¢ gocagon Mmaxana KatepuHa pykoi.

BonesHun KateprHa npuBbIkna NepeHoCTbL CTOUYECKN: CTUCHYB
3y0Obl, cepest NULOM, COepPXKMBas CTOHbl. TabneTky He nNuna NpUHLK-
nuansHo. Obxoamnack HapodHbiMKu cpeacTBamu. OuveHb yBaxana
rasety «3Haxapb.

— Yero a10 y T€b5A 0NATH? — NOAO3PUTENBLHO MPUHIOXUBANach
004b K cToswen Ha BydeTe TpéxnMTpoBon HGaHke.

B GaHke 6bIno HamellaHo He nomu 4YTo. Kak okasarnoch: MEéa,
LUoKorag v KypuHble anLa — uernble, B CKopryne.

— Tl cebsa B MOruny BroH1Lb CBOUMW CHagobbamu!

— Tbl nocnyLwan, nocnyLlan... — xearanach 3a rasety KatepuHa.
Mmasa eé npu aTom Bo30YxaEHHO BriecTenu.

— A aT10T «3Haxapb» B neyke cnant! — kunaTunack 4odb, cry-
Las o4epeaHOM XXyTKOBaTbIA peLenT.

Ecnu KateprnHa oGHapyxumBana Kakon Hegyr y Aodepu, rnasa eé
3aropanncb OXOTHUYLMM Grieckom. Ha npolunon Hegene Ta uMena
HEOCTOPOXXHOCTb MOXanoBaTbCsA Ha ropso.

— INykoBuuy pexelub Ha YacTu, Gepélub B poT U rmyboko Abl-
wuwb. Yepes poT. AX Horm Tpsicytcsa! — BOCXMLIEHHO coobuna
KaTtepuHa.

[oyb npbicHyna.

— Hy, 4é Tbl pxxewb-10? — obngenack Katepuna. — A Bcerga Tak
cnacatocb. Tbl nonpobyi! Kak pykon cHumeT!



Mogyac akcnepuMeHTbl €€ efBa He 3akaHuMBanucb Tparumde-
cku. MpownkiMm neTom 3arpemena B 6onbHULY. [1Be Heaenn — nog
kanenbHuuen. Ha atoT pa3 KatepuHa BbluMTana rae-To, 4to oT 3y6-
How Gonm Hagdo >keBaTb NUCTbA YMcToTena. Yuctotena B oropoge
6bio HaBanom. He nponagatb e gobpy. Hy, u...

C Tex nop Oodb Aepana aTto Aerno Ha koHTpone. U ecnu ove-
pPeAHON peLenT He rpo3unsl BOrHaTb MaTb B rpob — He BMeLumnBanach.

CnnHy, Ha aTOT pas, KatepuHa HagopBana, Tackas yronb. Ho
Tenepb OHa y>Xe COMHeBarach: a cnvHa nn ato? OHa nexana B CBO-
€l KOMHaTEHKe, BbITAHYBLUMCb Ha KpoBaTW. [NNHHbLINA, C TOPOUHKOW,
HOC yNpsMO rMsiAen B noTomnok.

KatepuHa nepebupana B ronoee camble CTpaLUHble U3 U3BECT-
HbIX e 6onesHel. bbina y Heé Takas cnabocTtb. Ha aToT pa3 oHa
OCTaHoBMMach Ha pake xenyaka. MNoyemy xenyaka? >Kenygok, Ka-
3anock, 6bonen cunbHee ocTarnbHbIX OPraHoB.

KaTtepuHa npokpyudvBarna B rofnioBe XyTKOBaTble CLeHapun pas-
BUTMSA coObITUN. CMakoBana ux, UCMbITbIBasi NPY 3TOM MarnonoHAT-
Hoe ygoBonbcTBMe. OHa ACHO NpeacTaBnsana rposswme en Hecda-
cTbs. B kpackax. B nvuax.

B cambIin pasrap «kMHO», korga bnivkanwme poacTBEHHUKM Nog
TpaypHbI MapLL Hecnu eé 3a lNMayToBckoe 03epo — MEeCTHOe Knag-
Oulle, npuLwna AoYb, He AaB HacnaauTbCs NevanbHbIM 3pennLem
00 KoHua. A 'y KaTepuHbl, Mexay NpodrM, ye 1 cKynas HenpoLleH-
Hasi cnesa HapucoBanach.

[oub 3arnsHyna B KOMHary.

— Hy yto, nexuws?

— Jlexy. Yero mHe? — B ronioce KatepuHbl SBHO Crnbianocb He-
YAOBOMNbCTBUE.

— B 60nbHuLY, KOHEYHO, He NoNnaELb?

— Wac! Bcé 6powy n nobery.

— Hy ga, yero a cnpawwusat?! A Tam G6aHbky cTonuna. lMon-
néws?

KatepuHa nomonyana:

— lNono3axe.

— MoxeT, noMbITb TEDSA?

— MNompy — nomoeLLb.

—Tbdy!

[oub BbIWwNa.

Kak KatepuHa HM xopoxopurnacb, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 TpyxHyna no-
HacToswemy. TpeTuin 4eHb — NNacToM, He BCTaBas. Takoro oHa n He
ynomHuT. Ha cepaue HexopoLlo ckpebro.



«Hy a yto? MNounTtan, cemMbOecHaT NATb rOAKOB NoXwuna, — yro-
BapvBana cebsa KatepuHa. — Xopoluo noxuna. [Joub BOH NoAHsina.
OpHa. BHyku onatb xe. lMNMoxwuna... MNopa n 4yecTb 3HaTb. Xoyellb
He xo4elb, a npuaétca. Kyaoa geHewbca? Ha Tom ceeTe, nogm yx,
Nporynbl CTaBAT...» — HEBECENO ycMexHynack KatepuHa.

MepBbIf pa3 BOT Tak BOT 3adymariacb OHa O HeMUHYeMOM Y nep-
Bblil pa3 C ropeybio 0CO3Harmna: CKOMbKO HU MOXWBM — @ BCE Marno.
Muwb, *Kn3Hb-TO Kak npoHecnacb! Bcé pabota, pabota... N He 3a-
metuna! A TyT, BugaTh, 1 BNpsSMb BpemMs nomupatb npuwino. W kak
3TO CTapuKy, BbIBaET, XanytTcs, YTO ycTanu, AeckaTtb, XuTb, — No-
MepeTb Obl.

«BpyT, Hebocb! — pasosnunacek KatepuHa. — Yctanu oHu... Kak
xe! Mpugypusatotcal»

Takue BOT HeBecérnble Mblcnv ogonenu Katepury. Ho, HaTypy-
To He nepegenatb! OHa cTana NnpuKMAbIBaTh, C KAKUMK XronoTamum
CTOIKHYTCSl pofgHble, B criyyae vero. Cam He no3aboTuwibes — Yepes
neHb Korogy Bedb BCé caenatot!

Tak... CMepTHOE OHa [4aBHO YK MPUroTOBMMAA N JOYEPU, HEB3U-
pas Ha eé NpoTecCTbl, CTPOrO-HACTPOro Hakasarna, B YEM XOPOHUTb.

— Tyhnun-to, CMOTPU, BOH T€, KOPUYHEBbLIE, @ TO HaNANULLb — Y&
nonano. bygy notom, kak 3uHka, gypa oypon nexarb.

Mpo 3uHky uctopus Ta ewé obina... I cmex u rpex.

3nHKka — cocefka, noMepra NpoLunon oceHbto. Mepen cMepTbio
CTPOro-HacTporo Hakasana CHOXE HU B KOeM Cfydae He HageBaTb
el HOBbl€, HN pa3y He HadEéBaHHble, My>xeM AapéHble Tydnu. Tyd-
nn 6NN AJOBUTO-3eNEHOro LBeTa. YUTo ABuUrano e€ 6naroBepHbIM,
Korga TOT peLunn NopafoBaTh XXEHY Ha CTapOCTuM feT, Nokynas Ta-
Kyl0 KpacoTy, OCTarnocb A5isl BCeX 3aragkomu.

31HKa Myxa obwuxkaTb He XOTena, HO M HOCUTb Takyl cpamo-
TEHb, KaKk OHa Bblpa3unacb, — Aywa He npvHumMana. Beikpacute ga
BblIOpocuTh! — nneBanack 3MHka. Ha HasonnvBble BOMpOChl MyXa,
novemy, Tydnm He HOCUT, OBBSICHANA, YTO, XKarko, MO, TaKyto Kpa-
COTY Mo AepeBHe-TO TpenaTb.

W TyT cnyyunock en nomepeTb. A nepea CMepTbio LUMOKO OHa
nepexvBana, B Kakux Tynsix B nocrnegHuin nytb otnpasutcs. CHo-
Xa KnaATBeHHO noobelana 3vHange nosopa He JonycTutb. Hy, a kak
nomepna 3uHKa, fa cTanu eé obpshkatb, TYT U 0Ka3anochk, YTO MyX
HM B KaKyl0 He XenaeT ycTynaTb — nrnayeT, yomBaeTtcs: neckarb, He
[0BENOCh XeHe Mpu Xn3Hu Tydnu HageTb, 6eperna Bcé, NycTb XOTb
B rpoby B HUX MOMEXNT.



«JlagHo, — MaxHyna pykou cHoxa, U npo cebsa pewwmna: — Ha
Knagbwiuie, kak npolatbes byaem, nepeodyto e€ He3aMETHOY.

Ha knagbuvile cHoxa, AOXOAaBLUMCHL MOKa BCe MOMpOLLalTCs,
npsiya nog MbIWKOW «CMEHKY», nogoluna kK rpoby. Ho He TyT-TO
6biro! CTapuk OT XeHbl He oTxoaun Ao nocriegHero. [NepeobyTb
CBEKPOBb HUKaK He NpeacTaBnsanocb BO3MOXHbBIM. Tak U MOXOPOHU-
N 3UHKY B 3eMNEHbIX Tydnsx.

CHoxa, npaBaa, B NOCNEAHUA MOMEHT M3M0OBYMIach U He3aMeT-
HO NakeT-To C NepeobyBKON B HOMM CBEKPOBU CyHyna. XoTb Tak, MOfT...

Ox, n cokpywanacb... Ox, 1 nepexusana noToM, nfadyacb
noapy>KkaMm u yBepsisi, YTO CBEKPOBb, U B XWU3HW HE OTNMYyaBLUas-
CSl NOKNagUCTbIM XapaKTepoM, MPUXOAUT Tenepb K HEM No HodYam
N CTpaLLHO pyraeTcs: noyTo, AeckaTtb, Ta obellaHne He caepxana.

«A Tbl 3a4eM NakeT-TO el CyHyna B rpo6? — nsgesanvcb nog-
pyxkun. — [lymana, oHa cama Tam nepeodyerca?»

Bcakuin pas, BcnoMuHas ctopumo 3uHKW, A0Yb C MaTepblo Noka-
ThIBaNuUcb Co cMexy. «M B UMPK XOQUTb HE HaJo», — BbITUPAs CNésbl,
rosopuna KatepuHa. U Tydnu, Ha Bcakui criydan, 3arogs npuroto-
BMIa cama.

Koro Ha mnoxopoHbl no3BaTtb, YeM KOpMUTb-MouTb, KatepuHa
TOXe pacrnopsgunack 3apaHee. A BOT C MOIUMAKON — ynyLleHune
BbIWo. KTo konatb-To OyaeT? B aepeBHe MyxuMKoB — pa3-asa n 06-
yérncs. 39Tb B KOMaHOMPOBKE, Kak Ha rpex. OBbIYHO B Takux Aenax
obpawanunce k Buktopy NMepeBo3ymKoBY, MYXUKY HEMyTEBOMY, 3a-
nonHomy. OgHako X BblbupaTb He npuxoautcs. [a n npuctpactue
ero cunbHo Aeno obneryano. B nogeane y KatepuHbl yeTBepThb ca-
MOroHa AoMallLHero AaBHO CTosANa, AoXuaanacb CBoero Yyaca. Bu-
AaTb, BpeMsl MpULLISO.

— AHTOHUHa...

— Yero Tebe? — 3arnsHyna B KOMHaTy A0Yb.

— 3oBu BukTopa, — Benena KarepuHa.

— 3auem at0? Yero onsaTtb npugymana? — BCKMHynach Ta.

— He TB0é peno. 3oBu.

BukTop »xun Ha kpato cena. OguH. XKeHa ¢ geTuiikamu B NpoLu-
nom roay B ropog nepebpanack. [lonro Hatanbsa Tepnena nbstHCTBO
MyXa, Aa, BMAaTb, CUmbl KOHYMNUCE. Mblkancs Myxuk Tenepb 60-
ObINEM.

Hecmotps Ha T0, 4To nun BukTop 6ecnpobyaHo, 1 Tpe3BbIM ero
OTPOASICb HUKTO He BMAEN, BbIMsaAen OH UcknounTenbHo. B ceoun
NSATbAECAT TpU ObIN CTPOEH, MOATAHYT, HAa NULE — HU MOPLLMHKN.



«lMpocnupTtoBancs, cobaka! — genanu BbiIBOg AepeBeHCKue. — Bulwb,
He cTapeerT, U HK oaHa Gauunna ero He 6epéT!»

— Hy, yé, KatepuHa lNeTpoBHa, H1Kak noMmupaTbe cobpanacb? —
CHSIB 3aMbI3raHHyI0 Kenky, BUKTop, NpuUrHyBLUNCE, BOLWEN B KOMHATY.

— Mopa, Buaatb, — oto3Banack KarepuHa.

— Hy, Tak: Kak H1M XOpPOHUTBCS, @ OT CMepPTUN He 0BOPOHUTLCS.

— 3710 ga... — B3goxHyna KatepuHa.

— Oa Tbl Bpoae 6abka-To kpenkas. Vinn 6onut yero?

— Cnpocu nydlle — yero He 6onuT, — oTMaxHynacb KatepuHa.

— Ara! — HekcTaTh XoxoTHyn BukTop. — CmepTb ogHa, a 6ones-
Hen Tbma! Hy, Tbl, Toro... He nepexusan. Onpuxogyem B ny4yilem
BuAe.

— Toxe MHe, onpuxogoBanbLUMK, — KatepnHa He[oBOMbLHO Mo-
MopLiunack: en He HpaBUIICSA NErkoMbICINEHHbIN ToH BukTtopa. OHa
HacTpounacb, 6bir0, Ha OBCTOSATENbHbIN Pa3roBop, a TOMy BCE Xa-
XaHbkK. — Tbl, CMOTPU, MECTO-TO MnocyLue, Bbibepu. Ha B3ropke. A 1o
3Hato A 1ebsi! Jlexxn NoToM B CNSKOTHU...

— A Tebe, 6abka, He oguH xpeH?!

KatepuHa Hegobpo rmaHyna Ha Buktopa. ToT noéxwuncs nog eé
B3rnsiAoM.

— [la He nepexuBan, MaTb, BCE OyaeT B nyywem Buge. Tbl No-
cnywan, 4to rosopun o6 cmeptn bnaxeHHbin ABrycTuH, — Buktop
NOTSHYNCA B KAPMaH, BbITALLMIT HEOOMbLLYH 3aMYCONEHHYH KHUXN-
Ly W1, NOCNIOHABMB NanbLibl, NoAMcTan.

— Hy BCé: noHecnu kanowwm BuTto... — KatepnHa maxHyna pykon.

B nepeBHe Bce 3Hanu o6 aTon ero npuaypu. Buktop Bcerga Ho-
CuI ¢ cOBON 3aMMCHYIO KHWXKY C Pa3HbIMW YMHbIMU U3PEYEHUAMNA,
KOTOPYHO NepUoOANYECKU, B MUHYTbI MPOCBETIIEHUS, MOMOSHAMN HOBbI-
MW NPEeMyapOCTAMMU.

— «B3aboTbl 0 norpebeHun, yCcTpouCcTBO rPOBHMLbI, MbILLHOCTb
MOXOPOH — BC& 3TO CKOpPee yTelleHWEe XMBbIM, YEM MOMOLLb MEp-
TBbIM», — MOAHSAB Nanew, MHOro3Ha4nMTenbHO N3pPEK Buktop. — A BOT,
4YTO Ha cen cyéT, rosopun CeHeka...

— [a 3anenucsa Tbl! — ncuxaHyna KatepuHa. — Bot 6ygels cam
nomMmuparb, BOT Torga u untam CeHeky CBOH.

— MNoHsan, maTtb. He pacnonoxeHa. — BUKTop ¢ coxaneHnem cy-
HYM KHWXKY B KapmaH. Momsancs.

— Hy... Tbl TakCy-TO MO0 3Haellb?

— [a 3Hat. bynet Tebe nonnutpa. He nepexusan.

— Hy, Tak yero Torga? lMNMowén 4. — BukTop nogHsncs.



— [a v 10, 3acugencs, — KatepmHa yxe ¢ Tpyaom caepxusana
pasgpaeHue.

— ABaHel 6Obl... — BuKTOp npogomkan TonTaTbCsi B ABEPSAX, CMY-
LWEHHO MATb B pyKax Kerky.

— Bot napasut! — nsymunaco KatepuHa. — Ja ntb He nomepna
ewé! AsaHeu emy...

— Hy, Tak nogrotoButbcs Hago... Mecto nocmotpeTb... To aa
cé...

— Tedpy! Oapmornot!

Mog kpoBaTbto y KaTtepuHbl cToana noyaras nonnutpa BOAKM:
[04b €K0 CMMHY MaTepu pactupana.

— Bo3bmu BoH, — kmnBHyrna KarepuHa.

BukTop pagocTHO 3acyeTuncs, nogxsaTuin ny3sblipb.

— Tbl, MaTb, He NepexuBaii. Bcé B nydwem Buae 6yaet. He com-
HeBaucs, MaTtb...

— Katuch yxe, — KatepuHa okoH4aTenbHO BbilLna 13 cebs.

BukTop ywén.

KatepuHa B3goxHyna. Yero konrodycb? lNoaun, Tak nexartb He
OCTaBAT. YK ynpaBsaTca Kak-H1Oyab.

Kak xxe! Ynpastcs... CamoroHky goctatb Hago ¢ norpeba. OHa
Tam 3a O0OYKOV C KanycTomn nNpunpsTaHa, YTob 3T Ha rnasa He no-
nanacb. He HangyT Beab Tenepb. Komy B norpeb-to ne3tb? 34Tb
yexan. [loub onsaTb rofiocuTb HavyHET: Y€, AeckaTtb, npuaymana?

KatepuHa crpebnack ¢ kpoBatu. [lep)acb 3a CTEHOYKM, oxas u
npuunTas, notawmnack B CeHkM — Tam bbin nas B norpeb. Mo nytn npu-
XBaTuna nonasLLYHOCS Ha Iasa aBOCbKy: 32 OOQHUM, KapToxu HabpaTb.

[o4yb 6bl HE BCTPETUTD...

[obpaBwunck oo uenun, KatepnHa OTKpbina KpbIwky B norpeb.
KpsaxTs n cTeHasi, nononsna BHW3, HallynbiBasg HOMOW B TEMHOTE
cTyneHbkn. He cBep3auTbes GObl... BnarononyyHo cnycTuBLUMCH, MO-
TAHyna asepb Ha cebs. [1Bepb nogaanack TSHXKeNo, CO CKPUMNOoM.

«Muwb... 3abyxna, nonpaeutb Obl... 3ATS-TO He Aonpocubes. bes
MEHS TyT COBCEM 3anapLUMBAT...» — C Aocafon nogymana KatepuHa.

OHa npobpanack Kk kapTodenbHon ame. HarHyBLnCh, Havyana
HarpebaTb kapTowKy B Mewwok. M TyT BOpyr no cnuHe KatepuHe
YeM-TO CTpaLUHO XPACTHYNO!

- Ox!..

Y Heé NoTeMHeno B rmasax; en Aaxe nokasanocb, YTo B CrMHe
4YTO-TO XpyCTHYNo. OHa cTosiNa, COrHyBLUUCH, 6OSICH NOLLIEBENUTLCS.

KatepuHa He cpasy noHsana, 4to npousowno. W Tonbko yBuaes
BansOWNACS Ha 3eMe KOYaH KanycTbl, OONEer4yéHHO BbIOOXHYMA.
K notonky B norpe6e Gbinv npuaenaHsl MeTannyeckme Kproku, Ha



KOTOpbIX BUCENW KoYaHbl. BOT oguH 13 HUX copBarncsa n gonbaHyn
aKkkypaT e no crvHe.

KarepuHa npucnywanace k cebe. Crpebna ceTky 1, NOTUXOHbKY
nepecTaensis HOrM1, HanpaBuWach K BbIXOAY.

OponeB nepBble HECKOMbKO CTYMEHeK, C yAMBreHneM obHapy-
XWna, Y4TO y HE€ HMYEro He BOMUT: HU CNHA, HU XXENyaoK, HX OPYron
Kakom opraH. lNogHanach eweé Ha napy cTyneHen — Huyero. Beibpas-
LUMCb Ha cBeT Boxui, KaTepunHa KuHyrna B Yrorn CeTKy C KapTOLLKOW,
MoJoLLIIA K OKHY.

B oropoae go4b ¢ BHyYkon nononu rpsaku. Boane BHyYkn Buncs
LLIeHOK, TblKancs MOPAON €l B KOMEHKM, TO U Aeno onpokuabiBas
NATUMNETHIO AEBYYLLKY. Ta 3anMBUCTO XoXoTana.

Masa y KatepuHbl noBnaxHenu, 4epTbl nvua ctanu kak 6yarto
msrye. KatepuHa ycMexHynachb:

— Vweb, cTapas, nommupatb cobpanack. [oxmMBEM eLué.

OHa BbITEepna pykaBoMm rnasa, Hanpasunacb, 6bino, k cebe, HO
BAPYr 3aMepna, BCMNOMHWB O YéM-TO:

— Bot Begb napasut. ABaHel, emy! XKXnMBOrmoT NpoknaTbIn.

AHTOHVHa chbllWwana, kak CTyKHyna KanuTka.

— Wawn, gova, nornsiam, KTo Tam.

Heuyluka nogbexana kK orpage:

— Onl.. babywka kyga-To nowuna.

AHTOHMHA BbILLNA Ha ynuLy.

— W kypa eé notenenano?! — goyb 6eCnoKoMHO BbirnsgpiBana
n3-nof pyku. — NMomwmpats Begb cobupanacs!

... fObka KatepuHbl nornockana yxe B KOHLEe ynuupl.

CEPOLE-BELLYH
Pacckas

J1éxa npocHyncsa oT HesicHon, Wwemswen Tpesorn. OTKpbIn rma-
3a. MNonexan. Mpucnywancs k cebe. He otnyckano. JIéxa nonbiTan-
CA MPUNOMHUTL COOBLITMA NpeablayLlero AHA. B Tsxkénon ¢ noxme-
Nbsi FONI0BE MbICNIN BOPOYANMCh C TPYAOM, MEASIEHHO MU HATY>KHO.

J1éxa nun. Mano ckasatb nun. [Nun kpenko. B cBou natbaecat
OH BbIMsAen neT Ha AecATb cTaplie. Xygon, BbICOXLWNNA, C MATbIM,
CMOPLLEHHBIM, KaK NeyéHoe s16noko, nuuom. Cepas Koxa TSHKENbIMM
MeLLKaMu cBucana nop rnasamu. Npu 3Tom, B OTANYME OT TaKUX Xe
npusiTenen-ropeMblk, arnkororiMkoB Co cTaxeMm, JI€xa He onycTuncs.



Cnegun 3a cobon: ogeT Gbin BCerga YMCTo, ONPSITHO, MOXHO CKa-
3aTb — pacoHUCTO. [[@a3enbKy CBOIO TOXE cogepan B unctote. J1éxa
wodepwun. Pa3 B Tpu OHA BbIXOAUN Ha MapwpyT. HakaHyHe He nun.
Bogutenem Jléxa 6bin, kak roBoputcs, oT 6ora. 3a ato n Tepnen
X035IMH ero criabocTb. Jaxe obellan nogapuTb CTapeHbKyto ra3erb,
ecnu J1éxa ewé aBa roga NpPoAepXuTes, He yaeT ¢ mapuupyTa. Pa-
b6ota — Ta ewgé... Cobaybs.

J1éxa npvnogHAan ronoey, NPOTSPKHO 3acToHan... [lonosa packa-
nblBanach.

— On-é-o...

YUTo ke 3To Mbl Takoe nunu B4epa? KonsH npuwién Be4epom c
Oy TbINKOMN.

Ctonn4yHon. CTONMYHOM He XBaTuro...

— On-é-o!

3a okHoM cBeTano. Ha yacax 6e3 4eTBepTH NATb. A B rpyam npo-
Jorkano cagHUTb — Mep3Ko U HyaHo. XoTb Bow! YTo x Takoe?

Hesagonro go toro, kak npuwén KonsH, Jléxa Obin B roctsax y
BaneHTuHbI.

KeHna ywna ot Jléxn net natb ToMy Hasag. Wnu wectb? He
BblTeprnena 6eckoHeYHbIX MbsiHOK. CblH B3pOCHbIA — OTpe3aHHbIN
nomotb. Bece atu rogel Jléxa xun 606binem. A TyT...

C BaneHTWHOM OHM COLLNMCh B NPOLUNIOM rogy. Ta nocenunach
yepes Heckonbko AOMOB OT JIExM, BHM3 MO ynuvue, B HeGonbLIOM
aepessiHHOM gomuiike. OgHa. Tonbko No BbIXOAHLIM A0Yb NPUBO-
3una K Hel BHyKa, nauaHéHka net gecatu, NeTbky. boina oHa net
Ha naTb mMonoxe J1éxu. BaneHTuMHa He Gbina KpacuBa, Unv gaxe
cMMnNaTu4Ha, HO YTO-TO NOTSAHYNO K Hel. Kakas-To 6e33alMTHOCTb,
MOKOPHOCTb YTO NM? HesApkas, B oTMymne oT ObIBLUEN XKEHbI: rornoc
TUXWUIA, Yronku ryd Bcerga onyLeHbl.

YTto-TOo HanoMmnHano B Hen maTb. JIExa coBceM nauaHom Oblin,
Korga Ta ymepna. Ho MMeHHO Takon OHa M ocTanacb B namsTu: C
BEYHO BUHOBATOM YIbIOKOMN.

B obuwem, npukunen Jléxa k 6abe. [1a 1 KakOBO OHO MYXMKY,
opHomy?

BaneHTnHa 6e3ponoTHo Tepnena JIEXuHbI NbsiHble Bbixoaku. He
nonpekana. OH NOTOM Cny4anHo y3Harn oT coceaok, YTo BaneHTuHa,
okasblBaeTcs, GanTucTka. J1éxa HMYero NpoTB Bepbl €€ He UMen.
«MoxeT, yepes 3TO OHa Takas Tmxas? — paccyxgan oH. — A Mo-
XKET, — NOoCne My)XeHbKa CBOEroy.

BaneHTHa Kak-TO pa3oTKPOBEHHWYANach: Mnpu3Hanacb, 4TO
ObIBLUMI €€ nokonaymsan. J1éxa xxe B caMOM MbsSIHOM yrape HU4ero
cebe Takoro He nos3sonsn. Hu-Hu!



OH BCTan, NpoLén Ha KyxHto, OTKPbIN KpaH, Habpan sogpl. MNun
BOZY M MPOAOMKan MbICIIeHHO nepebupaTtb BYepaLLHUA Beyep.

Cupenn. CmoTpenu TeneBu30p: KOHLEPT KakoW-TO... [leTbka
BECb Beyep Hblf, HoueBaTb npocuncs. Het, He To... TyT JIéxa Bcnom-
HWM, YTO HakaHyHe BaneHTuHa xanoBanock Ha cepALe: rosopuna —
nokanbiBaeT, Mofl, TabrneTkamu Ha KyxHe LiypLiana...

«Hert. Hecnpocta MHe Tak xpeHoBo. HecnipocTa! A moxeT, ¢ Ba-
NEHTUHOM YTO cryymnocsk? MoxeT, 3aTo npeaqyBCTBME Y MEHS Ta-
koe?» — Jléxa becrnokonHo 3axoaun no KkomHate. Yem bonblue oH
ayman, Tem 6onblue yKpennsancs B MbICnK, YTo — He 3p4... OX, He
3ps BOT Tak NoAopBasics OH Cpeam HoYM U HOCUTCS Tenepb B Tpycax
no KOMHaTe, U3 KOHLa B KOHeL,.

«Ceppue-T1o uyet! He uypka x 51! Kak 6abka-To, GbiBano, roeo-
puna? Mpo cepgue. BewwyH? TouHo! BelwyH. BoT oHO MHe 1 Beluaer,
UTUTb TBOI...»

J1éxa knHyncsa k TenecoHy. B BonHeHun, aa eweé c 6ogyHa, He
cpasy BCMOMHUN HOMep. TpSACyWMMUCSA pyKamn Havan CygopoXHO
NNCTaTb 3aNUCHYI0 KHIDKKY, XKaTb KHOMKX Ha TernedoHe.

«He Gepér. Tpybky He b6epéT!» — JIExa Habpan Homep eLé pas.
Myokw...

OH 3ameTarcs no KoMHaTe: Haao X Aenatb 4YTo-To! Kak 6bin, — B
Tpycax — pBaHyn k gsepu. Cnoxesatuncs:

— Bot 6nuH!

Cxsatun 6ptokn. Pyballky yxe HageBan Ha xoay. J1éxa npuny-
CTUN BHU3 NO ynuue, OrMyLUMTENbHO WNEnas B NpeayTpeHHew Tu-
LUMHE Pe3nHOBLIMY Tano4Ykamu no TpoTyapy.

HobexaB 0o goma BaneHTuHbl, peaHyn kanutky n 3amep. Cep-
ALe KOnoTumnoch Tak, YTO OTAaBaro B 3aTbifOK, — TO 11 OT BOSHe-
HWS, TO NN OT HEOXMAAHHO MPUKIIOYMBLLErOCS YTPEHHero mapado-
Ha. JIEXMH opraHuam, M3psgHO NOAOPBAaHHLIN ankoronem, 6bin He
rOTOB K TAKUM BbI30BaM.

MokaumBasicb, NOOOLLEN K KpaHEMY OKOLLIKY: TYT OHa — KOMHaTa
BaneHTuHbI. Pagom okHO — B kKOMHaTy xwunbua, Canga. Caung — ra-
ctapbavitep. Ha cocegHen ctpoinke pabotaet. [leHbrn ¢ Hero He-
bornbluve, HO Kakasi-HMKakas koreedvka. Bot BaneHTuHa emy Kom-
HaTy u coaeana.

J1éxa ocTopoxHo nocTtyyan. TuwwuHa. Moctyyan cuneHee. MMyxo.

— Bans... Baneuka mosi...— xanobHo npotsHyn J1éxa. B gome He
nogaBany NPU3HaKOB XXU3HU.

BaneHTrHa cnblwana, kak J1éxa wapaxanca no gsopy. M otkpbl-
BaTb eMy He cobupanach. [owartaeTcs ¢ nepenoto Aa yroMOHUTCS.
He nepBbIn pas.



XapakTep JIéxa nmen 6ecnokorHbIn. A «Nog Myxon» OH U BOBCE
C rornoBovi He Apy»wn. Mor cpeay Ho4YM 3aKkaTUTLCS K MPUATENHO, KOTO-
POro CO LUKOMbI HE BUAEN, HayaTb NOMUTBLCA K coceny — OTaaTh CTore-
TUWHWIA gonr. MpocHYTbLCS MOr B CAMOM HeoXunaaHHOM MecTe. W xoTs,
B CUIy CBOErO xapakTepa, BaneHTrHa muvpunack ¢ JIEXMHbIMU NbSHbI-
MW 3aKMgoHaMK, OIHAKO XKe U e€ TepneHue Obino HeGe3rpaHnYHoO.

MocnegHuin cnyvanm okoH4YaTenbHO eé fokoHan. B npownyto
cy660Ty, nocne oyepefHou MbsHkK, J1€xa, HeoxnaaHHO Ans cebs,
OYHYrCA B 30aHUM NEeKTPOMeXaHN4YeCcKoro TeXHMKyma, YTo Ha apy-
rom KoHue ropoga. Kak oH Tyga nonan — JIéxa, xoTb y6en, He nom-
HWn. B naHuke, 3annHasicb B TeMHOTE O Mebenb, CTaHKM 1 elle He
MOMMUN YTO, KMHYNCHA MCKaTb Bbixod. [Bepn okasanucb 3akpbiTbl.
CHapyxn. TyT Jl1éxa He Ha WwyTKy TPyxHyn. Koe-kak Halén OKOLLKO.
B yxxace nogBbiBasi, nones Hapyxy. BeibpaBLunce Ha Bonto, onpege-
nnTb CBOE MecTonpebbiBaHWe He cMmor. JlomaHyncst K Henoganeky
cTosilen TenedoHHon Byaoke — Gnaro Gbina Menovb B KapMaHax.
Hauan 3BoHUTb BaneHTuHe. [NbsHbIA, nepenyraHHbIA, nnakan B
TpyOKy, MbiTasiCb onucaTb CBOE MecToHaxoxaeHue. Npocun npue-
XaTb, NPUXBaTUB Kakue-HMbyAb Tanoyku, NoToMy Kak, B AOBepLue-
HMe CBOMX HecyacTui, JIéxa okasarncs HeoxuaaHHo Ans ceds 6oc.

Mpuwwinocb BaneHTuHe cpeam HOYM NOBUTL TaKCW, TALUMUTLCA Ha
OpYro KoHeL, ropoga, ¢ Tano4kaMmu nog, MbILLKON.

JIExa cMpoTnNUMBO xancs 3a aBTOOYCHOM OCTaHOBKOW. Ha Bo-
NpocC, Kak OH OKa3asncs B 30aHUN TEXHUKYMA U rae ero HOBEXOHbKNE,
napy pas Bcero HagéBaHHble 6OTUHKN, HAYEro BpasyMmnTenbHOro oT-
BETUTb HE CMOT.

Tak 4TO K TakMM BbixoAkam BaneHTuHe OblNO He MpuUBbLIKATb.
Ob6ongéTca — pewunna oHa, ycnbilwas LyM BO ABOpPE.

He obownock.

J1éxa npopormkan metaTtbes no gsopy. M TyT oH yBraen y capan-
KM YepeHOoK OT nonathbl.

— Wac, wac, Banwuwa...

JIEéxa cxBaTUN YEPEHOK 1 YTO eCTb Aypy cafaHyn no okHy. Cte-
kno — Baopebesrun! J1éxa 3amep.

— BaneHTtuHa! — co cnesoni B ronoce nosean J1éxa. — OT30BKCb!

BaneHTnHa nogowuna K pacxnéctaHHomy okHy. B 6enon pybatu-
Ke B TEMHOM Mpoéme — OHa noxoawna Ha npusuaeHve. BaneHTu-
Ha Mon4yana. Yromnku ryb eé€ npu atom, kak Bceraa, bbinm obmxeHHo
ONyLLEHbI.

— Aypak...

He roBops 6onbLUe HK CroBa, OHa pa3BepHynach 1 CKpbinach B
rnybuHe KOMHaTbI.



J1éxa Tawmncsa Nno MMpHO CnAWEen ynuue, Kak onféBaHHbIN.

— BewyH, 6nuH... Mpuaypok! B gypky Tebe nopa! BeLiyH...
OneHb neganbHbIN — BOT KTO Thl €CTb, Anekcen Bacunbesuny!

M Bopyr Jléxa TOpMO3HYN: Hexopowlasi MbICfb OCEHWna ero
cTpagatoLuyto ¢ 6ogyHa rofnoByLLKY.

— A Yero oHa He oTKpbIBana-to? A? Yero He oTkpbiBana? — J1é-
XWHBI rnasa Hanunucb Kpoebto. — Cang, TBOK AYLUEHbKY. ..

J1éxa pa3BepHyrcsa n cHoBa pBaHyI k AoMy BaneHTuHbl. Ha atoT
pa3s curbl OKOHYaTenbHO ocTaBunu ero. OH erne BOMoYmnIl Horu, Te-
psist Tanku, rPOMKO CUMen, XBaTasiCb 3a cepaue, To U Aeno OcTaHaBs-
NMBarncsi U rpOMKO MaTepuUncs:

— A 1ebe nokaxy Apyx0y HapoaoB, poxa Hepycckasi... A Tebe
ycTpoto... M ata — TuxywnHuual Jispea!

Ha cnegytowimin feHb Bo ABOP K JIExe 3alén y4yacTKOBbIN.

— Y710 X 970 Thl, Anekceln, cebe nosponseLlb?

—Yero ewé? — Jléxa Hanpsrcs.

— Xanytotca Ha Tebs.

— K10 xanyetca? — npobybHun J1éxa.

— WM3BecTHO kTO: [JEéMYLWKMHA BaneHTnHa AdaHacbeBHa xany-
etcsl. A Tbl He 3Haelwb?

JIéxa npsiTan rnasa 1 Wmbiran HOCOM, Kak npowTtpadusLunics
OBOEYHUK.

— 3a 4To Thl coceaike CBOEW BCe OKOLLKM B AoMe nepebun?

— HepopasymeHnue aT0, — JI€éxa CKBO3b 3eMIIK0 rOTOB Oblnl Npo-
BanuTbLCS.

— A cbuHran nog rnasom rpaxgaHkv JéMyLIKMHON — ToXe Heao-
pasymeHne?

Jléxa cen Ha KpbinbLo, 0GPE4YEHHO YPOHUIT FOMNOBY Ha PYKWU.

— Hy, yero Tbl, Aypbs Galuka, nonépca-to K Hen? Houbto. —
y4acTKOBbIN cen psaoM. — Ha ko nag?

— OT0 BCE BelLyH, MBaHbIy.

— Kakon, k newiemy, BeLLyH?

— Cepaue-BeLLyH, BOT Kakou, MBaHbIy.

W Néxa pacckasan VBaHbl4y O CBOEM HOYHOM MPUKAOYEHUN.
Bcé kak ecTb: B Kpackax v nuuax.

Bobicnywas pacckas o0 JIEXMHbIX 3rOoKMYEHUsaX A0 KOHUa, nkas
OT CMexa U BbITMpasi Criésabl, y4acTKOBbIN NOOHSMCS.

— 3aBsa3biBan Obl Thl, Anekcein Bacunbesnd, nutb. BoT, 4to A
Tebe ckaxy! CyacTtbe TBOE, UTo Cama Ha CTpovike Aexypwr, a To
cuaeTb Obl Tebe, Jéxa... Kak nutb gatb — cupets! Ckaxku cnacmubo
BaneHTunHe — He cTana nucaTb Ha Tebs, Aypaka, 3asBrneHue.



YuacTkoBbI nowén Ha Bbixod. OcrtaHoBuncs. MoBepHynca k
Néxe:

— Kak Tam 6abka-To TBOSI roBopuna?

— BeuyH.

— Bot g 1e6e n Bewwato, Jléxa, — 6pocan nuTb!

YyacTkoBbI yLWwén. J1éxa octancs cuaeTb Ha Kpbinbue. B npuot-
KPbITYIO KanuTky cyHynca néc. lNapy mecsues Ha3zag oH npubuncs K
TOW camow CTpoiike, Ha kotopori Cama pabotan. Myxuku ero He rHa-
n1, nogkapmnueanu. Kakomn-Hukakom oxpaHHuk. MNéc bbin cTapbii,
XN3HbIO BUTBIN. [Na3a y Hero cnes3unnck, ¢ Xyabix 6OKOB KNoYbsaMU
CBUCana cBansBLUascs WepCTb.

C J1éxov OHM TOXe MPUATENbLCTBOBANM, NOTOMY Kak He ObIno B
nocrnegHee BpeMsi B ero xu3Hu 6onee GrnarogapHoro cnyliatens:
Korga XBaTuLLb fMLLKA, a NOroBOPUTL CTPACTb Kak oxoTa.

lMéc nogoweén, TKHynca Mopaon B Tanku u 3amep. J1éxa nacko-
BO MoTpenan nca no 3arpueky. JlagoHbo Hallynan 3anyTaBLUMiCS B
wepcTn penen. U TyT, B 3Ty MUHYTY, NOYyBCTBOBan OH cebs Takum
e CTapblM, HENPUKASHHBIM, HUKOMY HE HYXXHbIM MCOM.

JIéxa TUXOHBKO 3aBblf.

2. bepadck,
Hosocubupckas o61.



