I[To cruxoTBOpenuto Epr. EBTymenko « CBaTOBCTBOY,
C OTPOMHBIM yBa’KeHHeM K aBTOpy

— Mawm! — Hrorla 3a6eskana B KyXHIO, AeprKa B pyKax
yueOHUK 110 uTeHUt0.— Hy Mmam >xe! AaBail MHe ToMoraTh!
MamMma HakpblAQ KPBIIIKOW ANIeTUTHO CKBOPYAIIlYIO
CKOBOPOAY U, OTHPasi pyKHU O (hapTyK, IOBEPHYAACH K AOUKE.

— Hy uTo y Te6s TaM onaTh? SIOGAOKU € IpyLIaMU ¢

— Her, HeT, He MaTeMaTUKa, g TaM y>Ke BCE caMa...

— Oui Aam? — ¢ COMHEHHEM IIOKQ4aAd T'OAOBOU
MaMa.— Tak y>xk u Bcé? Tak yxK u cama?

Hro1ra TOpOnIAWBO 3aKUBaAa!

— Bcé-Bcé-mpeBcé, mpaBpa-TIpaBAa, U 0abyIIIKa yrKe
BHUAeAa!

— A, Hy, ecau 6a0yIIIKa, TOTAQ TOHATHO. M 9TO BCE, U
YTO COBCEM CaMa...

Hrollla XUXUKHYAQ, HO Hallopa He OCAAOHMAA:

— Hy cMoTpu Xe, y Hac TyT Kakoe 3apaHUe-TO: Ha-
poaHBIe pasropopku! CMelIHIOUNe TaKue, @ eCTh U BOBCE
HeToHATHbIE!

— Kaxkwe e111é pa3roBopku?

Mama 3aradHyAa B PACKPBITBIM Y4eOHUK, KOTOPBIU
O0Ka3aACs y’Ke Ha KyXOHHOM CTOAe.

— lorosopku, Hroma, nmo-ro-sop-Ku.

— Tak g u rosopro xe! — Hroma TKHyAa HaAbLleM
B crpaHuny.— Cwmorpu: «Hamnaa Koca Ha KaMeHb»!
HenpaBuabHas pasroBOpPKa, HAAO: KOCA HAIllAA KaMEHb.



[TpaBpa xe? ToOABKO Kak 3TO AeraeTcsa? Hapo ronosy
HU3KO HAKAOHSITH, UTO AU ?

W oHa MOMEHTAABHO CAOJKHUAAQCH IIOIIOAAM, YTKHYB-
IIIMCh HOCOM B KOAEHKM, YTOOBI KOCHMUYKA CBECHAACH AO
CaMBIX TallOUeK.

— Ox, Hromka, BCé THI IepenyTrard,— pacCcMesanach
MaMa.— OX Thbl, TOPOACKas >kuteabHuIla! Koca — aTo...
HY, TaKasg, KOTOPOU TpaBy KocaT. [loMHUIb, Ha ra30Hax
AIAST DeAUKC KOCHA?

Hroma nmomuumAa. Toraa Bo ABOpe CAAAKO-AYIIHCTO
IIaXAO0, ¥ OHA BBIIPOCHAA ¥ 0A0OYIIKU CTapyIO0 HAKUAKY C
KpecAa, 4TOObI PaCCTEAUTH €€ TPSAMO CPEeAM Cpe3aHHOU
apOMAaTHOM TPaBhl U BaAITHCS CKOABKO 3axodeTcs. Hy u B
KYKABI 3a0A0HO IIOUT'PATh, ICHOE AEAO.

IToreMHOrYy pa300pPaAUCE e11]€ C TPEMS [IOTOBOPKAMU.
TyT y>ke 1 6aba Ampa NOAOIIAA HAa KYXHIO, COOPaBIINUCh
HUCIIUTH YaUKy. B 3TOT MOMEHT AE€AO AOIIIAO AO COBCEM YiKe
HEIOHSITHOM CTPOYKM.

— «Horu MBITE — BoAY IUTE»,— IpounTasa Hioma. —
3T0 uTo 3a 65iKka Takas? Pazse mokHO? Dy-y-y!

W ona cMopmiyAach BCA U A@Ke TTAABIIBI PACTOIIBIPUAG U
3aTpsICAA MU U30 BCEX CHA: MOA, BOT KaKas TaAOCTh HAllU-
caHa. Mama CIIOpHUTE C Hell He CTaAd, CKas3ana, YTo AeUCTBU-
TEABHO INPUATHOTO 3AeCh MAAO U 3HAQUUT 3TO YHU3UTEAb-
Hoe nopunHeHue. CAOB Takux Hiollla TOAKOM He TOHSIAQ,
HO YAOBHAQ, YTO MaMa C Hell COTAACHa, U II03TOMY CTard OT
AYIIM KPUBASITBCS, BBIIIYYMBAs I'A@3@, BHICOBBIBAS SI3BIK U
AKe M3AaBast He CAUIIIKOM ITOAXOASIIINE AT KYXHU 3BYKHY,
3@ 4TO TYyT JK€e IIOAYYHMAA OT MaMBI CTPOTO€ 3aMeYaHue.

A BoT Oaba Arpa oTpearupoBana Ha 3Ty Pa3rOBOPKY CO-
BCceM HeOoXMpAaHHO. OHA He TOABKO He 3apyrard He B Mepy
Pa30IIEANITYIOCS BHYUYKY, HO KaK-TO BAPYT 3aMepAa U THUXO-
THXO TaK, CAOBHO Pa30M OCAADeAU Y He€ HOTH, OITyCTHAACh
Ha TaOypeTKy BO3A€ IAUTHL. U AUTI0 y HEE CAEAAAOCH TO AU
YAUBAEHHOE, TO AW TPYCTHOE, a PyKa IIPUHANACH TepeOUTh
BEPXHIOO IYTOBUITY Ha CTAPEHBKOM AFOOUMOM KOodTe.



Hror1a e1é poocTpanBana IOCAEAHIOIO IPUMaACY, C TPY-
AOM YTUXOMMPHBAsCh, U BHUMaHUSA Ha 0a0OyILIKY KaK-TO
TOAKOM He 00paTHuAgQ, 3aTO MaMa Cpa3y BCTPEBOKUAACK!

— UTto Takoe? HUro?.. Cepalie?..— U IOTIHYAQCh yIKe
K IIOAOYKE, Ha KOTOPOM CTOUT IOTHYTas MeTarndecKas
OaHKa M3-TIOA Te4YeHbsI CO BCAKUMU ITy3bIPBKAMM U Ta-
OAeTKaMM.

Ho 6aba Ampa MaxHyAa PyKOW U CKas3aaa, YTO HeT-
HeT, BCé HOPMAAbHO. A TIOTOM, TIOMOAYAB HEMHOTO, CO-
BCEM THUXO IPOM3HECAA!

— Her, poua, HenpaBAy ThI CKazara. He yHU3UTEADL-
Hoe. brIBaeT Tak, 4ToO ¥ He YHU3UTEABHOE COBCEM...— TYT
OHA TTOMEAAUAQ, TOADOUpPas cAoBa.— BhIBaeT Takoe... 1 Co-
BCEM HAaOOOPOT... COBCEM...

M TakuM HeOOBIYHBIM TOHOM OHA 3TO CKal3aAd, 4To
Aake Hroma 3amepaa Ha Mecte. [lpaBaa, HEHAAOATO, IIO-
TOMY 4TO HY’KHO >Xe OBIAO CHIO CEKYHAY Y3HATh, 4TO 3TO
TaKoe 0aba AMaa BCIIOMHUAA U KaK Ke 3TO MOJKeT OBITh He
IIPOTUBHO — IUTH KaKyIO-TO I'PSA3HYIO IIOMBIBOUHYIO BOAY!

baba Ampa mompocmaa MaMy HAAWUTb €U YaUKy IIO-
KpeIue (MaMa HaXMypPHUAACh OBIAO, HO OA0yIIIKa Tak CTPO-
To MOBTOPMAA: TOKpende! — uTo MaMa 0e30 BCIKUX CIIO-
poB poOaBuMAA €M B YaIllKy XOPOIIyIO IIOPIMIO CBeKeH
3aBapKM) U CHOBA 3aAyManrack. MaMa Iolina K IIAUTEe —
MIPOBEPSATH, KaK TaM AO’KapuBaeTCs KapToIlika, a Hrora
IIOCKOpee yCeAach Ha TaOypeTKy HAIpOTUB OalyIIKY,
YIEPAA AOKTU B CTOA M YAOOHO IIPUCTPOUAAQ HA Iepele-
TEHHBIX HaAbIAX HOADOPOAOK. OUeHb AOBKO OBIAO TakK
CUAETH U JKAQTh, UTO JKe TakKoe CcKaykeT 0aba Aupa mpo
CTPAHHYIO Pa3rOBOPKY, HAIUCAHHYIO B yueOHUKe!

A baba Anpa OTHHAQ TAOTOK Yasl, B3ATAIHYAQ Ha 3aMep-
LIYI0O HAIIPOTUB BHYYKY, U AWIIO Y HEE Ccpa3y CAEAANOCh
OOBIYHOE, HEe 3aAyMUMBOE U HE YAUBAEHHOE, @ IIPOCTO He-
MHO>KKO IrpycTHOe. U, moragabiBad To Ha Hrory, To Ha 1o-
BEPHYBIIYIOCI K HEM MaMy, @ TO M IIPOCTO KyAQ-TO MUMO
Hromu B OKHO, Hauara OHa pacCKa3bIBaTh TaKyIO UCTOPHIO:



— ...BrIrO 3TO, AeBOUKH, AaBHO. U caMa-To 51 3TOTO HE
3HaAd — He BUAEAQ, a BOT ObIAA Y HAC cocepka, Taucus, 3To
elré Ha CTAPOU-TO KBApTUpe (TyT MaMa IIOKUBAaAd TOAOBOU:
MOA, KaK JKe, IIOMHUT 3Ty Tancuio-coceaky)... OHa cama U3
TAYyOMHKHU OBIAQ, OTKYAQ-TO C balikaaa, IIOCEAOK TaM KaKOu-
TO, HE YIIOMHHUAOCH MHE Ha3BaHME... AQ ¥ HEBA)KHO. Taéx-
HBIU Kpali, AUKOBAThIN. 1 BOT — BOEHHOEe BpeMsi. 3HAUUT,
pebgaTraM B apMUIO YXOAWUTH, TPU3LIB. CHOUPSAKU-TO XOPO-
IIIMie COAAQTHI BCETAQ OBIAM, CUABHBIE, HEOAAOBAHHEIE, AQ U
CTPEAKH-OXOTHUKH, 3TO YK Y HUX B KPOBH... Ad. A Taucuga
TOTAQ AEBUOHKOU OBIAG, A€T OAMHHAALIATH, UTO AU. M cecTpa
AmnHa y He€ ObIAa cTapIlasi, AeBYIIIKa Yy Ke, Ha BHIAQHBE. ..

— Kak aro? — BcTpgaa TyT Hromra.— Kakoe Takoe
BBIAGHBE ?

— HeBecTa oHa yKe OblAa. 3aMyK €€ BBIAABAAU, BOT
TaKoe BBIAQHBE.

OT1o Hiolla OTAMYHO ITOHMMAaAAa: IPO 3aMYy’K OHHU C
MIOAPY’KKAMU AQBHO UI'PAAM, AEAAAM KYKAAM MapAeBbIe
IIMKapHbIe NAAThI U APArolleHHbIe YKpalleHUd U3 (POAL-
ru. OueHb KpacuBble CBAABOBI ITOAYYAAUCH, BOT TOABKO
B JKEHMXaX BEYHO OKA3bIBAAUCH BCSAKHE CAyUYaWHbIEe PU-
rypsl: TO 2KeHeuykKuH HerpuTéHOK ToMmu, TO NapUCKUH
AMOOAUT B TPECHYTHIX OUKAX U CO CTPAIIHBIM IIITPUILEM
B ABUTAIOIIENCS 3aBOAHOM PyKe, @ TO U BOoBCe HaTammu
OAHOTAA3BIM BapManel ¢ OTPOMHBIMU KYAQUUIITAMMU. ..

A Daly1Ika y>Ke IIPOAOATKAAA!

— ... BOT mpuiaa nosecTka e€ )xeHuxy. Hepes Tpu
AHS — Ha Ioe3p, Ad U npaMo Ha PpoHT. COPOK BTOPOU
TOA,... CTPAIITHBIN TOA, He TpuBean ['ocioaw!

Ona nokauanra ror0BOY, IIPUKaAd K I'y0aM MOPIIUHUA-
CTYIO PYKY, B3AOXHYAA I'AyOoko. M Hromra To>ke ronoBOM
IIOKQYaAd: eCAM y>K caMoM 0aOylIKe CTpAIIHO, 3HAYMT,
AEUCTBUTEABHO CTPAIIHBIA OBIA TOA,

— Hy uto penatn? Pemmmiau cBapb0y UTpaTh. MHOTO UX
TOTAQ OBIAO, CBAAEO-TO TAKUX: CETOAHS 3@ CTOA, TIOTYASIAU,
HOYB TIPOIIIAA — U IPOIIAai, COAAAT. A TaM OH MPSMUKOM



IIOA ITyAW, MOAOAOM, HeOOCTpeAIHHBIN... CunuTal, IOBE3AO,
€CAHU PAHST, a yallle BCero — OAHa IIOXOPOHKAa ¥ OCTaHeTCsI
MOAOAOU XeHe. Hy, Koraa ejé u pe6éHOYEK, KOHEUHO...

3To Hromre OBIAO Y7KAaCHO UHTEPECHO: KaK BEIOUPAAH,
KOMY AOCTaHeTcCsl pebEéHOoUYeK, a KOMY HeT,— HO 4YTO-TO B
AHUIle MaMBbI IIOACKA3aA0 €M, YTO C BOIIPOCAMU Celdac Ayd-
111e He BCTPEBATh.

— U BoT Taucug pacckasbIBaAg, YTO B UX KPasX elle
CTapbIll 0ObIYall OBIA TAKOM: AOAKHA ObIAa HeBeCcTa IIpH
POAUTEASIX, IPU BCEM pPOAHE OOMBITH CBOEMY CY’KEHOMY
HOTHY, @ TOTOM UCIIUTh TOM BOABL. Bpoae Kak Toraa AOKakKeT
OHa BCEeM, UTO TOTOBAa OBITH JKEeHOU, BEPHOM 1 ITOCAYIITHOMU.

Hrorra axayaa: BOT 3TO pa! A ecAu oH OOCHKOM IIpU-
AET? VAU B TPSI3HBIX CAHAAAUSX 0€3 HOCKOB? XOTS, OITSITh
JKe, JKeHUX 00513aTeAbHO BCEeraa B KPaCUBOM KOCTIOME U
orectamux 6otuHKax! Ho BCE paBHO, MaAoO AM...

— W BOT HazaBTpa >Ke Ha3HAUHWAU POAUTEAU 3TO Ca-
MoOe€... CBATOBCTBO. YTOO 110 BCEM ITpaBUAaM, Kak IIOAOKEHO,
XOTb 1 BTOPOIIAX. Tanucug paccKasbIBard: 1 AHHYIIIKY CIIpa-
IIIMBAIO, KaK Thl AQ UTO, PaAA AHW... @ OHA TOABKO TIAQUET BCE,
A TaK IIAQUeT, CAOBHO He TIOA BeHelT el UATH, a Ha ITI0XOPOo-
HbL. BoT Tak. A y>k AroO1Aa OHa cBOero VBaHa, Tak AFOOHAAQ...

BabOyiika 3amMoAdanra, B3sgAa YaAIllKy M CTaha IOTHU-
XOHBKY IIMTh y>Ke OCTBIBIIMY 4al, a CBOOOAHAS pyKa eé
OIATh IPUHIAACH KPYTUTH 3A0CUYACTHYIO IIyTOBUILY.

— BoT Bepb KaK,— 3aAyMUMBO IIPOU3HECAA OHAQ, aK-
KypaTHO IIOCTaBUB IIYCTyIO YallKy Ha CTOA.— Paccka-
3bIBaAa MHe Taucusi, Kak dTO BC€ OBIAO, a I HU TOU AH-
HYIIIKY, HU TOTO BaHW BUAOM He BUABIBAAQ, & TaK Y MEHHA
BIIEYAQTAAOCH BCE 3TO B AYIITY, CAOBHO OBI CaMa TaM PSIAOM
CTOSIAA A@ U CMOTPEAA BO BCe TAA3a.

W 6aba Aropa, 4yTh IPUITYPUBIINCE, KAK OBl BIASIABI-
BasCh B €Ml OAHOM BUAUMYIO KapTUHY, IIPOAOAKHUAA CBOU
pacckas, y>ke He IpephIBasdCh:

— YTpoM, Kak yrOBOPEeHO, MPUXOAAT cBaThl. Hy, Tam
CBOHU Y HUX IIPABUAQ, 4 IOAPOOHOCTe! He 3Haro, a Taucus



He 0OCKa3bIBaAd. A BOT AOIIAO AEAO M AO DTOT'O OOBIYasd,
¢ Bopou. CTaBUTCS, 3HAUUT, TaOypeT IIOCPeAr KOMHATHI,
U CAAUTCS Ha Hero >keHux. OAeT OH, KOHEeYHO, KaK IIOAO-
KEHO, B CaMoOe Ay4Ylllee, YTO MOJKHO OBIAO HAWUTH 110 TOMY
BpeMeHU: OprodaTa TaM IIPUAWYHBIE, MMAJKAK, pydaxa...
Canoru HauuIlleHHbIE, CO CKpUIIOM. [TOpTIHKM HOBHIE,
camo cobot. Ilopranku, Hioma, 3TO TpsANUILI TaKkue,
B HUX HOTY TyrO-Tyro, KaK MAAA€HUYUKA B IIEAEHKH, 3a-
MAaTbIBAAU; 3TO BMECTO HOCKOB, TaK y>K pPaHbIIIEe XOAWAU.
Hy BoT, nocapuau VMiBaHa Ha 3TOT TaOypeT, U CUAUT OH.
A popHS, APYKKU-TIOAPY’KKU — BCe II0 CTEHOYKaM CTOMAT,
KAYT. V1 BOT BBIXOAUT AHHYIIIKA U3 COCEAHEN KOMHATHI,
3aHaBECOYKON OTropo’KeHHOM. Toyke HapsykeHHas, KO-
HeuHo. [1haThe miepcTsaHoe. [ThaTOK MaTepuH BHLIXOAHOM
Ha OAedax. A Ha HOTaxX BAaA€HOUYKU HOBEHBLKME, AEAO-TO
3uMoM ObInO. Taucus TOBOPUAQ, YTO IIOKA3aAaCh OHA en
TOorpa Kpacusel, yueM Mateps Boykusi Ha HMKOHe... BOT
IpsIMO TaK OHA MHe M CKazaaa. M, MoA, HecéT cecTpa B
pYyKax Ta3 C BOAOH, a 9 A@’Ke He 3HAIO, TA€ U Y KOTO ero
U B3SIAM-TO, HUKOTAQ Y HAC B AOMe He OBIAO TAKOTO: OOAB-
1I10Y, HOBBIN, BECh PaCIIMCAaHHBIY KAKUMU-TO HEBUAQAHHBI-
MU IIBeTaMM, ApKuMu-apkumu!l Hecét oHa ero, crymaeTt
MEAAEHHO, a BCce, KaK 3auapOBaHHbLIe, CMOTPST, KaK BOAA
KOABIIIIETCS: BAEBO-BIIPABO, BAE€BO-BIpaBo... Omyckaer
AHg Ta3 Ha IIOA, ADOTHYAU PYKHU — TSIKeAO BCE-Taku! —
BBIIIAECHYAOCH HEMHOT'O Ha II0A, Ha IIOAOBUK, TaM BCE UMU
3aCTEAEHO OBIAO... U TAKOU B3AOX II0 KOMHATE IIPOILEA,
IIPSIMO CABIIIHO OBIAO. A AHHYyIIIKA IIOCTaBHAA Tas, OTO-
ABUHYAQ €ro 4yThb B CTOPOHY U BCTaAa Ilepep VBaHoM Ha
KoAeHU. TOT MOKpacHeA, Kak MakOB IIBET, U PACTEPSIHHO
TaK Ha CBOMX OTASIABIBAETCA. A MaTh €My JKeCTaMU IIOA-
CKasbIBaeT: IIOAHWMHU, MOA, HOT'y-TO. OH M IOAHMMAET.
A AHg AByM$ pyKaMH4 3a callor — U CTsaHyAa. [ToTom Apy-
rou. [TopTdHKU pa3MoTara U aKKypaTHO TaK MOBEPX To-
A€HUII, CAOKHAQ, CAOBHO Ka’kKABIM AeHb TaK KeHHXa CBO-
ero pa3yBaAa. 3aKaTard OHa eMy OpIOUMHEI II0A KOAEHKH,



IIOAOABUHYAQ Ta3 U, IPIMO KaK peOEHKY, HOTH — CHaydaAa
OAHY, IIOTOM APYTYIO — IIPUIIOAHSAA U B BOAY IIOCTaBUAAQ.
M MBITH X HadaAa AAAOHMIKaMH. /AaCKOBO-AACKOBO, €ABa
Kacasichb. A TUIIWHA CTOWUT TaKasl, YTO CABIIIHO, KaK BOAA
BCIIAECKMBAeT, KOTAa AHHYIIIKA €€ TOPCTOYKOU 3a4epIlbl-
Baer! U emé — kamn-kam-kam. OTkyaa? A 3TO OHa FTOAOBY
HHU3KO OIIYCTHAQ, AWUIA He BUAHO, @ U3 TA@3 CAE3BI, KAllAd
3a KallAel, KpPyIHble, CBepKamlyre... Kan-kKam... A VBan
CHAUT KaK OKaM€eHEeABIH, He IeAOXHETCH. 1 TOABKO BUXKY,
roBopuAa Taucus, Kak ¢ BUCKa Yy HETO CTPy¥Ka IIoTa Te-
yéT. TeuéT — 1o IleKe 1 3a BOPOTHUK. A s, MOA, HA00O-
POT, BCS APOJKY, BEICTYAUAM U30Y-TO, IOKA TAKOW TOAIION
BXOAMAM, ABepu Hapacnamky! M 3ToT 10T, 4TO y Hero 1o
AUIy Oe’Kan, IIopa3suA MeHs TOTAQ HeBepoOsTHO... [TocMo-
TpeAa s, TOBOPUT, Ha OCTAABHBIX, CTOSIIUX BOKPYT, & ¥
KOTO CAE3BI TEKYT, KTO I'yOBI 3aKyCHA, @ MaThb [IBaHa Tak
IIPOCTO 0OENMU PyKaMHU pPOT ceOe 3a’KUMaeT, CAOBHO ene-
eAe KPUK CAePIKUBAaeT... A HeBeCTa B IOCAEAHUY pa3 HOT!
JKeHMXa BOAOU OOAACKand, HAKAOHUAACH €INEé HIDKe Hap,
Ta30M, NPUTOPIIHEN BOAY 3aUYE€PIHYAA — U KO PTY TIOA-
HOCUT. MepANeHHO-MEANEHHO, M TaK MaAbIbl Y He€ CoKAThI,
YTO HU KAlleAbKU M3 ITIOAHOM TOPCTH OOPATHO B Ta3 He I1a-
paeT! U BbIIMBAET 3Ty BOAY, 3QIIPOKUABIBAS AUIIO KBEP-
Xy, @ A0 BC& MOKpPOE OT CAE3, U OHU, CAE3BI-TO, IIPSIMO
K ry0aM eé u GeryT... A OHa HOBYIO I'OPCThb 3aUepIIbIBaeT U
OBET, AA TaK ITbET, CAOBHO APArOlleHHEUIITUY B MUPe Hallu-
Tok! BoT TyT-TO VIBaH 11 He Bhipep>Kar. COCKOUMA CO CBOe-
ro TadypeTa, CXBaTHUA €€ B OXAlIKy — TOABKO OMKHyAa! —
U Ha CBOE MeCTO yCcapuA. BcTaa mepep Hel Ha KOAEHH, BOT
KaK TOABKO 4YTO OHA CaMa CTOSIAQ, CAEPHYA Y He€ BAACHKU
C HOT — AQ@ YK He TaK, KaK OHa C Hero Calory, a NIBBIPHYA
UX B CTOPOHY, He TAsAA! U BOT MoeT OH el HOTH...

Tyt 6aba Ampa 3aMoAdanra m IIocMoTpeAa Ha Hromry.
AeBOYKa CHAEA], 3aMepeB U IMTUPOKO-IITUPOKO PaclaXHyB
rAa3a, CAOBHO BTASIABIBASICH B Ty AQBHIOIO-IIPEAABHIONO
KapTHHY, KOTOPYIO OIMChIBaAA el celiuac 0a0yIIKa.



— Taucuga ckaszanra MHe,— 3aroBopuia 0Oaba Aupa,
He OTpBIBas I'Ad3 OT BHYUYKHU,— UYTO HMKOTIAA IIOCAE OHAa
He BUAEAd TAKOM HEJKHOCTU B MYJKCKHUX PyKax. Aa’ke B
CaMBIX... B OO1IIeM, IIOYTU HUKOTAQ. TOABKO KOTAQ €€ MyK
B [IePBBIU Pa3 UX CBIHOYKA Kyllan, HUKUTKY...

— Oto Huxkury I'puroppeBuda? — OTYETO-TO YABIO-
HYBIUINUCH, CIIPOCHUAA MaMa.

— Hy apa. OTo celyac OH y’Ke ABICBIA B C TTAAOYKOH,
a KOTAQ-TO AdAA HukuTa OBIA MAaAIOCEHBKUM peOsATEHOU-
KOM,— TOJKe yABIOasdCh, 3aMeTHAa Oaba Aupa.— U ero
rama, KOraa B CaMbIU-CaMbIM II€PBBIM pa3 Kyllaa ero B
BaHHOUYKE, TaK OOSIACS €r0 BBITYCTUTH M IPU 3TOM CAe-
AQTh OOABPHO CBOUMMU OTPOMHBIMU PYKAMH, YTO AeprKai
U MBIA €TO HeJKHO-HEeXXHO... M BOT Tak JKe MbIA HOTU CBO-
emt HeBecThI VMBaH. CTaBuA cebe Ha AapAOHb — U Ka’KABIN
MMaABYHK... A KOI'AQ BEIMBIA, OH IIOAXBATUA 3TOT YyAECHBIN
LIBETACTBIM Ta3, BCTaA, BBIIPSIMUACS U CTaA IIUTH BOAY!
U BceM OBIAO CABIIIHO, KaK OH 3yO0aMy MPUXBATHUA Kpan
Ta3a, 9TOOBI yAOOHEEe OBIAO AEPFKATH... M1 TAOTaA, TAOTAA...
A BOAA TEKAAQ Y HETO II0 TPYAU. A OH BCE ITHA, 3aKPhIB I'Ad-
3a. Boay, OMBIBIITYIO HOTH €ro AF0OMMON. OMBIBIITYIO HOTH
AIOOAIIUX APYT APYTa... DTO OBIAO B COPOK BTOPOM TOAY.
HakanyHe oTnpaBKu Ha (PpOHT, C KOTOPOTO OH TakK HU-
KOTAQ U He BePHYACH.

— IMouemy? — 3akpuuara Hroma.

OHa TOYHO 3HaAQ, YTO HUKOTAA U HU 3a YTO HEe MOTAU
yOUTH Ha BOWHE 3TOTO CaMOoro BaHio, KOTOPEIN Tak AFOOUA
AHHYUIIKY U KOTOPOT'O TaK AIoOMAA OHa!

— IloTromy uTO OBIAG CTpalllHas BOMHA, Hroma. Ilo-
TOMY 4TO TaKWe MaAbUYMKH, KaK OH, 3alluIlasu Hanry Po-
puHy. [ToroMy uto 6Ge3 Hux nmorudam Ovl MBI Bce. U ero
Amnnymika. M Bepouka, KOTOpas poAUAacCh IIOTOM, KOTAQ
ero y>ke He OBIAO Ha 3TOM CBeTe. Me>XAy IpodmnM, y 3TON
Bepouku... y Bepsl 1BaHOBHEL... POAUAUCH ABA CBIHOYKA-
oAu3Herla. M y HUX ceidac ToKe eCTh AeTH. JTO yrKe Ba-
HUHBI IPABHYKHY, [IOHUMaeIlb?



OTO, KOHEUHO >Ke, OBIAO IIOHITHO: AeTH, BHYKH, IIpa-
BHYKHU. VI BCE J)Ke 3TO OBIAO COBEPIIEHHO HEBO3MOJKHO:
BepAb BaHga u AHSI, MOAOABIE U HEBEPOSITHO KpPACHUBHIE,
BOT TOABKO YTO OBIAU JKUBBI M OOBSICHSIAUCH APYT APYTY
B AIOOBU C ITOMOIIBIO YYAECHOI'O Ta3a, IIOAHOI'O BOAIIEOD-
HOM BOABL... ¥ 3TO OBIAO TaK IMOXOKe Ha CKa3Ky, B KOTOPOU
BCe 00513aTEeABHO JKUBYT AOATO U CYACTAUBO, ¥ €CAH YK U
YMUPAIOT, TO HEIIpEMEHHO B OAWH A€Hb, YTOO He TOpeBaTh
APYT 0 Apyre!..

...AMaMa — OHa BCE MOHMUMAEeT, IOTOMY 4TO 3TO MaMa.
Mawma npuceaa Ha KOPTOUYKM Ttepep Hioien, raoraromien
pPa3oM MOACTYTIHUBIIIHE TOPbKUE CAE3BI, U CKa3ara, OueHb
CepPbE3HO TASIAL €M B TAa3a:

— Ha Aenb [To6eabl MBI TOUAEM C TOOOM Ha aAAelo
I'epoeB, pa? Mul Bo3bMéM 11BeThl. CaMble KpacuBEBIE, Ka-
Kue cMoykeM HauTH, pa? CaMol BOAIIEOHOU KPACOTHI.
W npuHECEéM UX K TaMATHUKY... IOMHHUIIB, OKOAO KOTOPO-
T'O TOPUT OrOHB? THI e1I€ cIpalnBard MeHs, MOKET AW OH
KOTAQ-HUOYAb MOTaCHYTh, IIOMHUIIIH ¢

Hro1ra MoAada KUBHYAAQ.

— OH He MOJKeT IOracHyThb, HUKOTAA-HUKOrpa. OH
TOPHUT, ITIOKA MBI TOMHUM Banro. U pApyrux coapar. I'ToaTo-
My OH U He racHeT, HOHUMaeIllh?

Hromra nocmoTpeaa Ha Mamy. U Ha 6aby Aupy, KOTo-
pas BHUMATEABHO CMOTpeAd Ha HUX 00erX, ¥ BOKPYT I'Aa3
eé coOpanoCh MHOTO-MHOT'O AOOPBIX MEAKHX MOPIIUHOK.
W na MBaHa ¢ AHHYIIIKOMN, KOTOPHIE BCE eIl]€ CTOSIAU Yy Heé
mepea raa3aMu.

— I'aynoctu 2 y Tebs cIpallvBard,— MOPOLIENTaNd
Hroma, crAOTHYB CAE3BL— Sl IPOCTO MareHBKAA OBIAQ, U
IO3TOMY... He MOKeT OH OracHyTh, HY COBEPIIIEHHO JKe
HUKAaK He MOXKeT!..



