Hx nBoe B MONyMyCTON KBapTHpe: CTapuK M Maiabuuk. Beuep. T'opo-
JUIIKO MaJeHbKUI, MOITOMY BMECTE C CyMEpKaMU MPUXOJAUT U THIIMHA.
Ot QoHaps 32 OKHOM KaKeTCs JIAKUPOBaHHO-OsecTsIIel OyThlIKa Jere-
BOT0 NOPTBENHA, HEPOBHBIE OJMKH, IPOCESIHHBIE CKBO3b JIMCTBY PacTyIlle-
To y JioMa TOIOJIS, HECIBIIIHO IIEBEISITCS HA KIEEHKE, KOTOPOU MOKPHIT
CTOIL

Manpyuk OGOMTCS 3a)KHMraTh CBET: IOJIYIyCThle KOMHATHI CTaHYT elle
guie, emle crpamrHee. OH XKMeTCs K CTapuKy, HO HU4ero He rosoput. Ko-
I7la CTapUK pa3IuBaeT BUHO MO CTaKaHaM, MAJIbUUKY YYAMUTCS, YTO KTO-TO
psiIoM JlonoveT OECCBS3HO, M OH B3pParuBaeT B UCIyTre, HO OBICTPO yCIIO-
KauBaeTcst — 9T0 OOPMOYET CTAPHK.

Crapuk Oeper CBOIl CTakaH M JOJITO-I0JT0 MOJYUT, TISAA KyJa-To B
YTOJL

— Hy, naBait nomsnem mMamy TBolO, AHJpioma... Yto0 ayuie ee tam
nerko ObwI0. M ye MOoJHOCUT cTakaH K rydam, Kak BIPYr 3aMedaeT, 4To
MaJIbYHK TSHETCA K HEMY CBOUM CTaKaHUHUKOM.

— Her, 6par, 4okaTbcs HeNb3d,— TOBOPHUT CTAPHUK U Pa30M BBIITHBAET.

ITeer n Manpunk. Heymeno, 3axne0ObiBasich, 3aJpIXasich OT PE3KOT0 He-
MPUATHOTO 3amaxa, OH IJIOTaeT BUHO. BHyTpM Bce HauMHAaeT roperh, Ha
r7a3a HaBOpauuBaroTCs cie3bl. CTapUK cyeT eMy Kycok xjeba ¢ canoM:

— Ha-xo, 3akycu, neruie craHer.

U BpsimMBb, #OKEHUE IPOXOAUT, OCTABII IPUSTHYIO TEIUIOTY. Masbunk
CTHpaeT BBICTYIUBIINE ciie3bl. [ 0JI0Ba clierka Kpy»KUTCsl; CTpaxu KyAa-To
MOJEBAIUCh U MAJIBYUKY XOYeTCs CKa3aTh CTapUKy 4TO-TO Xopoiuee. OH



CMEIIHO BBITSTMBAET TOHKYIO LIEHKY, HA KOTOPOH, KaK U Ha ILIEKax, Ipo-
CTYIIUJIN KPACHBIC IIATHA, U TOBOPUT:

— A 3Haelb, Jieqia, S COBCEM He IUIaKall, KOrJa MaMy XOpoHWI (OH Tak
1 TOBOPUT «XOPOHWID» a HE XOpOHWIM).— Jlaxke Korja mouenosan eel..—
1 OH XJCT YTO CTApUK MNOXBAJIUT €TO0.

Crap¥K TpeIuieT MajlbuuKa o mievy:

— Ts1 monozern. Kpenkwuii. Creprmenn.

MaspuuKy ToXBaja MpUATHA, HO eMY X04eTCs Yero-To OOJIbIIero:

— Jlena,— cmpammiBaeT OH,— a ThI IJIaKaJ, KOIrja TBOsI MaMa yMmep-
na? Tebe crpamHo ObUTO?— U elle KaKhe-TO BOMPOCHI 33aJIaeT OH 3arlie-
TAalOMUMCA OT YCTAJIOCTU U BBIIIUTOT'O BUHA A3BIKOM...

CTapI/IK YTO-TO OTBE€YACT, HO MAJIBYUK YXKE HE CJIBIIIUT. HpI/IBaHI/IB-
IIUCh K IUICYY J€da, OH CIIMT, U I'OJIOBKAa €T0 KJIOHHUTCA BCC HMIKE U HUXKC,
MOKa, HAaKOHell, OH BECh HE MaJaeT K CTapuKy Ha koiieHu. CTapuk, qJONu-
BaBIIMH OCTaTKH BHHA, OBIJIO MOMEPXHYJICS, HO OBICTPO YHHMAET Kalllellb;
CyeT B pOT Kycouek xjeba, 6epekHo OepeT MallbuiKa Ha PyKH U OTHOCHT B
KkpoBatb. [loToM, He crieia, pa3aeBaeTCs M JIOKHUTCS CaM.

Houslo mMansunky cHATCS Opart, genymika ¢ 6adymkoil. Bor oHn B kom-
Hare.

O’KMBIIEHHO TOBOPSIT, IOTOM BJIPYT BCE Pa30M HCYE3aI0T, U HEU3BECTHO
OTKyJa MOABJIACTCA MaMma. Ona O6BO}II/IT KOMHATy HEBUIAAIIUM B3IJIAO0M,
nepeceKaeT ee, eBa He 3aJieB MajJb4yKKa, U HAaIpaBJseTcs K Boixoay. JIBe-
PH pacrnaxuBaroTCs caMH, 32 HUIMU CHOBa KOMHATa, B KOHIIE €e ellle OJIHH
JBEpH, MOTOM €II€ KOMHAaTa M €1I€ ABEPH... Manpunk BUJHUT, KaK MaMa
MCIUJICHHO YXOJWUT, HO HE MOXET CABHUHYTBHCA C MECTA: PYK HE IOJIHATDH,
HOTH TOYHO HPUPOCIH K MOJTY...

On KPUYHT...— U IPOCHINACTCA. Heckonbko MHUHYT MaJIbUUK JICKUT,
00siCh JJaXke IMOLICBENUTHCS; HO MOHEMHOI'Yy IJia3a HaYMHAIOT Pa3iinyarh
3HAKOMBIE BEIIN: KHIDKHYIO MOJIKY, KOBPHK Ha CTEHe, OyIIbHUK. bimskoe
MOXpanbIBaHNE CTAPHKA YCIIOKANBAECT MaJIbuMKa OKOHYATENIFHO, M OH CHO-
Ba 3aCHINAcT.

...A moxan Bce uayT U uayTt. Eme 661 — cTaHyT JIM TOProBaThCs, IPO-
naBas Bemy ymepiuei? Ho crapuk, HECMOTpSl Ha KaXyII[ylOCs IPOCTOTY,
HACTONYMB, B MEPY XUTEp. Manp4nKy 3Ta Mponeaypa HHTEPECHA U HETIPH-
ATHa OJHOBpPEMEHHO. VIHTepecHa MOTOMY, YTO — CyeTa, pa3HbIe JIUIA,
pasroBopsl. HempusaTtHa — MHOTHE BELIM HAalOMHUHAIOT MaTh. BoT koBep,
OH BHCEN Haj ee KpoBaTbio. Ero Kkymwia 3HaKoMas MaJb4MKy JKCHIIHHA.
He to nmompyra, He TO cociyXuBHLA. B3bixas u rsas Ha MaJlbuMKa yB-



JAKHUBIINMHUCS IJIa3aMU, OHAa TOProBajach co crapukoM. Pyka ee rimanuna
TOJIOBY MaJIbYHKa:

— Bennblil cupoTKa, HeCUaCTHEHBKUM!..— U BCSKHHA pa3, KOrja cTapuk
Ha3bIBaJl OOJNBIIYIO, YEM el XOTeJOoCh 1IeHY, OOJIbHO Jeprajia MajlbuuKa 3a
BOJIOCHI.

BricTpo npopatoTes GosbIINe U JOPOTHE BEIU: CEPBAHT, CHAJBHBIN rap-
HUTYD, TPIOMO, KHIDKHBIN IIKad, nryda... MeluieHHee U HEOXOTHEe MOKyIIa-
I0TCS T€, YTO NoMeHbIe. CHOBa M CHOBA OECIIEPEMOHHO TPOTAIOT, IIyMakoT,
MHYT; OECIIEpPEMOHHO BXOJAT U BBIXOST 3HAKOMBIC ¥ HE3HAKOMBIE JIFO/IH.

«/Ing mamsTH...», «B TaMATh O...», «Ha HaMATh...» — TONBKO U CIIBI-
IIMTCS Ha pas3Hble Tronoca. A rinaBHoe — mojemenie. K koHmy moHA Y
Malb4HiKa HaYMHAET O0JIeTh TOJI0Ba, Y CTapHKa IMpUXBaThIBaeT cepame. OH
TO U JIeJI0 MOPIIMTCS, MHOT/a XBaTaeTcs JIEBOM pyKoi 3a rpyab. B oaun u3
MOMEHTOB, KOTJla HUKOI'O HET, MAJIFYMK IHIIET YTO-TO HEPOBHBIMU OyK-
BaMH Ha JIUCTEe OyMaru M IpHUKaJbIBaeT ero KHOMKOM Ha ABEPh ¢ HapyKHON
cTopoHsl. I10TOM, 1OBOJIBHBIN CBOEH BBIYMKOW, 3aIIMPAET ABEPh Ha KIIIOY.
OH Hanmcal: «3aKpbITO HA YIET»

CrapuK CHANT HA OJHOM M3 JBYX OCTaBIIMXCS CTYJIBEB U TSKEIIO JBI-
mmT. Manbyuk OOHUMAET ero:

— VYcran, nena? Hudero, s 1Beph 3aKkpbll, O0ibie He mpuayT. CTapuk
yIbIOaeTCs U TPerieT MABYHIIKY [0 XyACHBKOMY IUICUHKY.

...CHOBa Beuep. ManpymK COCpPEeIOTOUYECHHO KOMAETCSI B HEMHOTHX OC-
TaBImMXcs Bemax. Cpeau HUX — SIMIHK ¢ Oe3xenymkaMu, pororpadusmu,
Oymaramu. CTapuk Ha KyxHe cuuTaeT AeHbru. OH yXKe HEeMHOTO XBaTHII U3
cTOoAIIeH Teper HUM OYTBUIKHM, M TIOATOMY €ro KPYIHBIH IOPUCTHIN HOC
MTOKpACHETI, IJ1a3a MO KJIOYKOBATHIMH, TPOHYTHIMH CEIMHON, OpPOBSIMHU Be-
ceJto GJIeCTSIT.

— Cunpits, AHApIonIKal— gepecdyp rpOMKO KPHYUT OH,— 3a JIBE THI-
o nepeBanio!.. Dmak THl y MEHS MHJUIMOHEPOM CTaHeUIh!— OH MOJ-
MapruBaeT caMoOMy ceOe M HaJIMBAaeT B CTONKY POBHO CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO
HEOOXOANMMO, 4TOOBI B3ATh €€ TPACYHICHCS] PyKOH M JOHECTH 10 pTa, HE
pactuteckas. KpsKHYB 1 3aKyCHB, OH IPOJOJIKAET:

— BoT noioxxuM nx Ha KHWKKY, U OHH HauHYT pactu! Tl pactems —
oHH pactyT. O-0X, AHApPIOIIKA, MHOTO JEHEer OyneT, Koraa BRIPacTemb!..
U na cBanp0y 1 Ha 003aBeI€HBE XBATHT!..

Ho manpunk He cipimut. OH BBIKOTIAT W3 BOpoxa Oymar oOIIyro TeT-
panab B KOpU4HEBOM reperuiere. CTpaHUIbl €¢ TECHO NCIHUCAHBI 3HAKOMBIM
MaMHUHBIM TTOYepKOM. MalbuiK pacKpbIBacT HayTaJ U MpoOeraeT ria3aMu



ctpanuiy. Jlatel, natel... JJHeHuk? [Toxoxe. Manb4yuk, IOYTH OE3yMHO
CKOJIb3s1 B3TJISJIOM IO CTPOYKAM, BAPYT MTHOBEHHO OnejHeeT, 100 ero mo-
KPBIBACTCA XOJIOJAHBIM ITIOTOM, 0OJBIINE U SICHBIE TJIa3a OCTaHaBJIMBAIOTCA,
OMEpTBEB, OYIITO 3aJIUThIE CTEKIOM. MallbunK YUTALT:

— «l'ocnoay, kKakoe 3TO CTPaHHO-CIAJIKOE OIIyIEHHEe — CMepTh!
CHauasa cTpaliHo, 60JIbHO, BEPEBKa C)KUMAET TOpJio, AYIIUT; OOJIb pa3au-
paer rpyap — XOueTcs BO3[yXa, BO3AyXal— HO HOTOM cpasy, BAPYT
HacTymaeT OJa)KeHCTBO, TEJIO CTAHOBUTCS JETKUM-JICTKHM, HCYe3aeT Ipo-
THUBHBIN IIyM B yIIax U Tbl JICTUIIb, JCTUIIb KyJda-TO; OLIYIICHHUC TaKOE€,
Kak OyaITO KTO-TO OOJBIION U HEKHBINM B3SUJI B JIAJJOHh TBOIO MUCTEP3aHHYIO
ymry v 0aroKaeT ee JJaCKOBO U 0CTOPOkHO... Ho Bapyr Bce mponaio!.. Kak
KaJlb, YTO 3TOT I'BO3/Ib HE BBIJACPKAIL...»

Jlanpire ManpyuK 9utaTh He MoxkeT. OH BHE3aIHO TepseT CO3HAHHUE U
1a/1aeT TOJIOBOH BIEpes, yaapssach O ALIMK, HO 00N He YyBCTByeT. B cebs
OH NPUXOIUT yXKe B KPOBATH, C MOKPBIM IOJIOTEHIeM Ha 10y. CTapuk cu-
JUT HAIPpOTHUB. On CMOTPHUT Ha MajlbYuKa, HE MUTad, IO IECKaM €ro Me1a-
JICHHO TEKYT CJIE3bI.

— Jlena, He milayb,— TUXO HIEMYET MaJIbUUK,— BHU/IMILIb, BCE B MOPSI-
Ke, s ceiiuac BcTany!..

On JACTacT MONBITKY IMOAHATHCA, HO KOMHATa IOBOpPauYMBacCTCA Ha6OK,
TIOTOM IIOJT U TTOTOJIOK MEHAIOTCA MECTaMHU, U MaJIbYUK, CHOBa TEpAA CO-
3HaHHUe, BMECTE C KPOBATHIO JIETUT HEU3BECTHO Ky[Ia...

OH He 3HACT, YTO HECPBHAA TOpAYKa HAJOJIO YJIOXKHUT €ro B ITOCTEIIb,
9T0 OO0JIE3HB OCTaBUT €My CTOJBKO CHJ, CKOJIBKO XBaTaeT, YTOOBI YIIBI-
0aTbcsl OHUMH T'y0aMu MPHUXOJIAIIEMY €r0 HaBEeCTUTh CTapuKy. Ho 3To He
66}13, MaJIBYUK IOIIPABUTCsA, BEPHETCA K KHU3HU U 6y11eT 3HAaThb O TOM, 4YTO
MIPOU30IILIO: EMY PACCKaXyT. A TIOTOM OH BCIIOMHHT BCE CaM.

JInme OJHOT'O HUKOTAAa TaK U HE Y3HACT MaJIbYUK — YTO B TOT JICHB, B
TOT Yac yIuIo KyAa-TO €Tr0 JeTCTBO.

Bot mouemy ¢ Tex mop oH HEKOTJa He TadeT. Ero cuuTaroT cTpaHHBIM,
1 MaJio KTO APYXHT C HUM. A CTapHK, O3THO BEIEPOM, KOT/Ia BCE Y)KE CIIAT,
camuTcs y KpOBaTH MalbyHMKa, CMOTPUT B yIIOp HAa €ro Ja)ke BO CHE HE MO
BO3PACTy CEPhE3HOE JIUIO M YTO-TO OOPMOUET OECCBA3HO U TITYXO.




