KaskppIl pa3, Koraa MHe CAY4aAOCh IPoe3>kKaTh MUMO He-
OOABIION, MPUMOCTUBIIIENCS Ha OTAOTOM A€CHOM Oepery aepe-
BeHBbKU UepeMIIaHKH, 5 CABIIIAA TaKYIO IIECHIO:

MoskeT, BeCHOM, MOKEeT, OCeHbIO 3BOHKOM,
Koraa nmoanrxator 6epe3ku B orHe,—

Ko MHe, MOAOAOM 1 OeCIeUHOM AeBUYOHKE,
A1000Bb IIPHUIIIAA KO MHE.

AeTH, MOsI TIeCHSI, AAAEKO-AAAEKO...

[TycTb rOAOC MO CABIIIUT HOUHAS 3BE3AA.
51 ¢ MUABIM TPOCTUAACH TTOA EABIO BEICOKOH,
[Mpoctuaack HaBCeraa. ..

IMecHIO 3Ty HeA MHOTAA XOpP AEBYIIEK, pabOTaloUIMX Ha
KOAXO3HOM ITOA€ HepaAeKo OT Oepera. Ho datre B mpo3payHou
TUIIWHE OTYETAUBO 3BEHEA OAMHOKHUHN AeBUYUU roA0oCcOK. OH O
4E€M-TO COKAAEA, TPYCTHA U PAAOBAACS B OAHO U TO JKe BpeMsl.

ITecHs Kazarachb MHE CTPAHHOU, HEIOHATHOM. YTO-TO OBIAO
B HEM HEAOCKA3aHO, TOYHO MEeBIbI IIPOIIYCKAAU BCETAQ CaMbI
Ba’KHBIN KyIIAeT. VIAU 51 He YAOBUA, He pa3oOpan ero?



IMTpoes>kas HUepeMIIIaHKY, S Ka’KABIA pa3 CTaA MPUCAYIIN-
BaThCA K TOAOCAM OOAee BHUMATEABHO. I BEIYUUA IIECHIO, 3aIlU-
can eé caoBa. M TOABKO TOTAQ YOEAUACS, UYTO KYTIAETa, KOTOPBIN
pacckasan ObI HepAOTleToe,— HeT.

MosKeT ObITh, 51 TaK 1 He pa300pancs Obl B CBOUX MBICASIX, CBSI-
3aHHBIX C TTlecHelr. MosKeT ObITh, 51 3a0bIA ObI O HEM CO BpeMeHEeM.
ToabKo cypb0a 3a0pocuaa MeHd Ha HECKOABKO AHel B UepeMITIaHKYy.

W B IepBEI J)Ke AEHb 51 CHOBA YCABIIIAA 3HAKOMYIO MEAOAMIO.

— lNocaytmaiiTe, 9TO 3TO 3@ IECHSI? — CIPOCHA ST MAAEHb-
KOT'0O 9HEPTrUYHOI'0 CTAPUUKA, KOTOPBIM OKa3aACs MTOOAU30CTH.

Ero 3Baam, Kak 4 mOTOM y3Hapn, Makcum TepeMeHIEB.
OH BMeCTe CO MHOM MOCAYIIaA HECKOABKO MUHYT ABIOIIUECS
OTKYAQ-TO CBEPXY I'OAOCA U IIPOMOABUA BMECTO OTBETa:!

— A TyT, 3aMeTbTe, BCErAa IIOIOT...

— Kro ke moéT?

— To ecTb Kak KTO? — CTapUK C CO>KareHUeM ITIOCMOTPeA
Ha MeHs1.— M3BecTHO KTO... OHa, AAKa YpanroBa.

— I'pu uém TyT Kakas-To AAKa? TaM eAbll JKeHCKUH XOP...

CTapryOK OTATH HACMEIIIAMBO OCMOTPEA MEHSI C HOT AO TO-
AOBBI ¥ IPOTOBOPHUA!

— A Kaxk xe? Y Hac Bceraa tak. CHauanra AAKA, a IIOTOM
0043aTEeABHO XOPOM.

YX0As, CTapyuK AOOABUA:

— TawMm, 3a peukoi, CEHO KOCSIT.

OTO 0OBsICHEHUE, OAHAKO, HUCKOABKO He IOMOTAO MHe.
YTOOBI TOHATH ITECHIO, HAAO OBIAO 3HATH UCTOPHUIO €€ POJKAe-
HUS, KOTOpas CBI3aHa, B CBOIO OUepeAb, C UCTOpUeM AI0OBU
Anaxu Yparooii u Ceprest XornpoBa. BoT oHa, 3Ta uctopusi...

IMoapenb. CAabbIM BETEPOK HET-HET Ad M KaUHET A€HUBO
BEPXYILIKN CTOAETHUX eAel U coceH. TUXOHBKO 3alllyMUT AeC,
CTPAXUBAL C ceOs APEMOTY.

A TIOA AEPEBBIMU HE IIEAOXHETCSI U TPaBUHKA.

Hemupokaa popora HeIIeT >xapoM. Bo3ayx naxHeT pac-
IIAQBA€HHOM CMOAOMU.

I'To popore MepreHHO ABUIKETCS OPUYKA, IPY KEHHASA CBeyKe-
HaAKOIIEeHHOU TpaBou. Ha BO3y ABOe: IMIMPOKOIIAEUUI, HEMHOTO
CYTYAOBATBIM ITapeHb AET ABAAIIATU BOCHMU, B IIOPBIKEBIIIEN OT
COAHIIa CATUHOBOM py0Oaxe, 6e3 PypakKy, U XyAeHbKas AEBYIIIKa
B IIPOCTEHBKOM CHHEM IAATHUIIKE. BOAOCH! y IapHs KypuaBhble,



OeAble, TAa3a MOTASIABIBAIOT OTKYAQ-TO M3 TAYOMHBI, M KaXKeTCs,
4YTO OT HUX CTPYUTCA XOAOAOK. Y AE€BYIIKUA BOAOCHI TAGAKO 3a4é-
CaHBI Ha3a) ¥ COOPaHbI TaM B HEOOABIIION TYTOM Y3€AOK.

[TapeHb CUAUT Ha BO3Y HEIIOABUJKHO, KYpPUT. AeBYIIKA Ae-
JKUT [1038AU HEro II0IIEPEK BO3a, 3aA0KUB II0A TOAOBY 3aropes-
1Ive A0 YePHOTHL PYKH, [IOYTH HE MUTasl, CMOTPUT CEPBLIMU I'Ad-
3aMu B 0e300AagHOe He0O, eae CABIIIHO IMOET O HEM3BECTHOM
rapMOHHUCTE, KOTOPBIM I'PYCTUT 00 yracllel CBOeU AIOOBH.

7KanoOHO ABETCSA MEAOAUS U Cpa3y FAOXHET B I'YCTOM BSI3-
KOM Bo3pyxe. [TapeHb 6eccTpacTHO ABIMUT IIAIIUPOCOU: IIECHS,
OUYEBUAHO, €T0 He TPOraerT.

AeBylIllKa IIpepBana IIeCHIO, B3AOXHYAQ, IIPUCAYIIAAACE K
CKpHUITY KOAEC. I elé pa3 B3AOXHYAAQ.

A TIOTOM BAPYT PaCKMHYAQ PYKHU B CTOPOHBI, UyTh BCKUHY-
Ad TOAOBY, TOYHO OTIOHSSI HaBesSHHYIO COOCTBEHHOU IleCHeM
rpycThb. baeCcHYAU €€ BAaKHBIE I'Ad3a.

He rpycTtu ThI, TapeHb OpaBhIH,
Beuepkom npuau B AyOpaBy.
Hawm crirpaelib — MBI CIIOEM...
A motom

OT Bcex TalkoM

MEI Kypa-HUOYAD YUAEM —

C TOOOM BABOEM...

Ha AOy m HU)KHel TyOe AEBYILIKM BBICTYIIAAU KalleAbKU
nota. OHa CTépAA UX THIABHOM CTOPOHOU AAAOHU M, CEKYHAY
IIePEeAOXHYB, 3alleAd elllé 3BOHYe:

Bpock rpyCcTUTE 110 HEl, MOU APYJKe,
51 HUCKOABKO TOM He Xy>Ke —
IMTocMOTpHU-Ka Ha MEeHH:

O0OMuAYyIO,

O611eayto

7Kapue nmaaMeHH-OrHs.

Bor Takasg 1...

«A-a-s1-s1-51-1...» — AOATO 3BEHEAO Hap AeCOM. 3aCTOsIB-
LIWHICS TOPSIYNN BO3AYX He MOT 3arAyIINTh IIeCHH, U OHa AeTe-
A4, AeTend Hap AEPEBBAMY, KaK BBITYIeHHAS U3 KAETKU IITUTIA.

AeBylllIka TPUCAYIIMBAAACh, KaK BCE AAABIIE U AAABIIE
YHOCUAUCH 3BYKH, U, HAOpaB B AETKHEe MTOOOABIIIE BO3AYXa, CKO-
POTOBOPKOI TOBTOPSIAQ:



BoT Takas,
BoT Takas,
Bort Takas, napeHs, ...

W cHOBa IPUCAYIINBAAACH.

— Ox TbI, AAKal Tebe (pamuamio 661 He YparoBa, a Opanro-
Ba,— MOPOM3HEC ITapeHb, He TOBOPaYNBasAch.— AeHb 1 HOUb Y
MeH4d B yIlIaX CTOST 3TU TBOU... apuu. Hapoenro. CurocHyIO aMy
AOKOHYUM, AQAHO... @ IOTOM CKaXXy IIPeACeAATeAI0 KOAX03a —
IIyCTh APYTOT'O IOMOIITHUKA AQET...

AAKa TPUMOAKAQ.

Aec MeXXAy TeM KOHYHUACH, IIOKa3arach YepeMIaHKa.
HeGoablltag peuka cepeOpsAHO-4YeNlyMYaTOU AEHTOM orubana
AepeBHIO. ThICIYU COAHEUHBIX OAMKOB CAEIIUAU I'Aa3a. Korapa
BBbEeXaAW Ha MOCT, AAKa BCKOUMAA Ha HOTH:

— Hy uto x... [Tpomati, Ceprymia...

U npsaMo ¢ Bo3a uepes IIepuAd MOCTa NPBLITHYAA TOAOBOU
BHU3 B BOAY. 3aBU3’KaAUd OT BOCTOpra KOIIOLIUBIIMecs Ha Oe-
pery roable nouepHesIne pebaruiiku. A Cepryliiia — TouHee,
Cepreti XoIIpoB — Aa’ke He MOIIEBEAUACS, TOABKO CKOCHA TAd-
3a Ha BCIBIXHYBIIIHE PAAYTOM BOASIHEBIE OPBI3THU.

AAKa BEIHBIDHYAA AAQAEKO OT MOCTA M, 4aCTO B3MaxuBasd py-
KaMH, IIOIIABIAA K Oepery.

Korpa Ypanosa, B elllé He yCIIeBIIeM IIPOCOXHYThH IIAAThE,
IIOAOIIIAA K CUAOCHOM M€ U B35Aach 3a BUABL, Cepreit Xonpos
He CKa3aiA el HU CAOB@, TOABKO IoayMaa: «ITolay K mpeacepa-
TEAIO CErOAHA JKe. VIan 3aBTpa, B KpalHeM caydae. ITycTs Apy-
TOTO TIOMOIITHUKA AQET...»

Ho nmoapyMan mpocTo Tak, U3 yIpsIMCTBa, YTOOBI OOMaHyTh
cebs1 B 4éM-TO...

A TiecH4 B3AeTaAa Telleph yyKe Hap AepeBHeM:

VAy 51 TDOIIMHKOM CTEITHO POCUCTOI0 —
I/ICKpI/ITCH, CusieT Ha COAHIIe pocCa.

U KakeTcqd MHe — IIPO AFOOOBB MO0 YUCTYIO
[TTuubu 3BEHST roAoca...

ITTruby 3BEHSIT U 3BEHST I'OAOCA.

U cablltHa AAKHHA ITIECHS AQAEKO-AAAEKO, Ha APYTOM KOH-
IIe CceAq, TAe CTOUT KOAXO3Hada nrutedepma. CAymaoT IeCcHIO
ntuyHuiia Aroba Xonposa, keHa Ceprest, 1 TOAbKO 4TO ITOAB-
exaBIuu ¢ 3epHoM MakcuM TepeMeHIeB, Aep AtoObl. CTapuk



OAHOM PYKOM AEPIKUTCS 38 APOOUHY OPUUKH, APYTON IPUKPHI-
BaeT OT COAHIIA I'Ada3a U, 3appaB OOPOAEHKY, BCMAaTpPUBAETCS
TyAQ, OTKYAQ HECyTCsI 3BYKH, TOUHO HAAEsACh YBUAEThH IIEBUILY.
Aroba CTOUT PSIAOM, HEPBHO KOMKAeT B pyKaX IIOAYy OeAoro
XanaTa, HO AWIIO e€ CIIOKOMHO, TOABKO UyTh OA€AHOBATO, AQ B
YEPHBIX FAa3aX MOMUHYTHO BCIBIXUBAIOT U TACHYT OTOHBKHY, TO
nedyarbHbIE, TO PACTEPSIHHO-TPEBOKHBIE.

— Ok 3aamBaercs... [Tounine coroBbs! AacT ske bor Takoit
roaocwuirie! — 6opmoueT pep MakcuM, TPUIITEAKUBAET SI3BIKOM.
A IOTOM BAPYT CIIAEBBIBAET HA 3€MAIO, CEPAUTO TPACET PhIXKEN
60popAEHKOM: — M KoMy ronoc pAapeH? XoThb Obl 4eAOBeKY!..

— Aepayiika!l — yMoasitolie BockauiiaeT Aroba XomIposa.

— A TBI MOAUH... Aep 5 TeOe uau He pAep? Hy to-To... [o-
MoraM oTTpy>KaTh 3ePHO.

A1o6a XompoBa 1 Makcum TepeMeHITeB MOAYa TPUHUMA-
10TCa paboTaTh. A TecHI AAKH YPAAOBOM A€TUT Y HUX HaA TOAO-
BaMu, 3BOHKas, HeyAep>KUMad. ..

...I'Toro Ipo AT0O0BE, 0 KOTOPOY MeyuTalo,
KoTopyto KAy 1 HEUKaK He AOKAYCb...

— W cKaku Ha MHAOCTB, YeAOBEK BEAb BHIPOC,— OIISITh
KUBHYA Aep MaKCUM B CTOPOHY, OTKYAQ AOHOCHAACH ITeCHS.

— ThI XKe TOABKO UTO CKa3aA: He Y4eAOBEeK OHa...

— Yrto ckazaar? Hy ckazaa... be3 popuTeneli oHa pocAa...
2Kunay crapoii [Tepeneanxu. OT He€ U IECHU CKAAAATh, BUAHO,
HaydyuAach. A TBI 3aUeM Iepeunlib? Aep g Tebe UAU He Aep? —
CHOBA PACKMISITUACS CTapUK.— OX THI, AtoOaxa-MHuAaxa... Kak
OBI 9TOT COAOBEM TBOUX ACTUIIIEK CUPOTaMU HE OCTaBUA. 3HaeM
MBI TAKHE IIeCHM. ..

A100a MoAHSIAG Ha A€AQ CBOM TEMHBIE, IIIMPOKO OTKPLITHIE
rAa3a, IIEKU eé CTaAu ellé OAepHee.

— I'ae yxk moeMy Ceprero,— cTrapasich Ka3aTbCs CIIOKOU-
HOU, paccMesnach Atoba.— OH A€BOK UypaeTcs, Kak 4€pT Cy-
XOM BepOHL...

— OT Takoy UypHEINIbCH, Kak Xe... He 3axouelb yBUAETE,
TaK YCABIIINIIL. Aa TBI CAeTlasi, YTO AU ?

W aAporHynao KpacuBoe ANAIOOKWHO AUIIO, He BBIAEPIKAAO
cepatie. Kak cTosiaa, Tak 4 OceAa OHa Ha MEITKM C 3epHOM, 3a-
TIAQKaAa BAPYT TSKEABIMH, AQBHO UCKaBITMMM BBIXOAQ CAE3aMMU.



— Aepymikal.. Hey>xeau sTo mpaBpa? Sl He XoTeAa BEPUTh...
N3menuncsa Cepredt Ko MHe... M K A€TSIM. BUKy 3T0, He caenag, a
He Bepto. 1 uTo roBopsAT Ipo Hero — He Bepio. Kak ske 3T0? A?..

MaxkcuMm TepeMmeHIeB pacTepsHHO 3aMOpraA MOPIIUHU-
CTBIMM KPaCHOBATBHIMU BeKaMU 1 IPUHSAACS TOPOIIAMBO IaPUTH
y cebs II0 KapMaHaM, XOTs TpyOKa Topdaia y Hero Bo pTy. [o-
TOM OOOIIIEA BOKPYT OPUUKH, MOTPOTAA, HAAEIKHO AU 3aKpyde-
HBI TAalKM Y 3aAHUX KOAEC. M TOABKO IIpOAEAaB BCE 3TO, MOAO-
IIEA K BHYUYKE, IIPUCEA PIAOM Ha MEIIOK.

— BoT OHO AeA0-TO KaKo€, TOAYOYIIKA... 51 3Ke O TOM U r'OBO-
pto... Hy O6yaer, OyaeT, mepecTaHsb.

— Pasayunuiia npokasitas!.. Beab poeTu y Hero... AeAyIIIKa,
TIOMOTHU,— B OTYasIHUM BHIKPUKMBaAa /Atoba XoImpoBa.

— 30X, Arobaxa-MuAaxa... HUKYABIIIHBIN S IOMOIIHUK B
TaKUX-TO AeAaxX. TyT y>K Thl caMa Kak-HHUOyAB... [ToroBopu c
Hel, IPUCTBIAU HEeITyTEBYIO. 3allOAOIIIHAsA OHA, & MOJKeT, ITOM-
MéT. COoBeCTh AOAKHA OBITH Y Ka’KAOI'O YeAOBeKa... U CO3Ha-
TEABHOCTb COOTBETCTBEHHO.

— Kak ke MHe OBITh Telleph, AeAYIIIKa? — Ar0o0a IOAHSAAQ
3allAaKaHHOE AUI0 M YTKHYAAQCh €MY B KOAEHHU.

MOPIIUHUCTON PYKOU CTAPUK TAQAUA T'YCThHIE, TOpg4Yre OT
COAHIIAa BOAOCHI BHYYKH.

— 4 eé, YpanoBy, He ATOOAIO,— BMECTO OTBeTa IIPOroBO-
puA oH.— HenyTéBast oHa, 030pHas... A BOT IIOET AYIIEBHO, AIO-
OAT0. APTUCT — ¥ TOABKO. A CeprylIKy NPUCTPYHUTH — TBOE
YK pero. [ToMET — ocThIHeT. A TIOTOM — 3Haelllb, IOTYXIIYIO
TPYOKY BBIKOAOTUTBH Hap0. To>kKe TBOE Aeno...

— Tocnmopm, 1 OTKyA@ OHa B3SIAACh Ha MOIO TOAOBY, IIPO-
KAsTasi ¢ Maao el XOAOCTBIX TapHeH...

A Hap AepeBHEN, Kak Obl B HACMeNIKy Haj ropeM A00ObI X0-
IIPOBOY, 3B€HEA CYACTAUBBIN F'OAOC AAKHU!

...5 IecHI0 1010, MOIO CIIYTHUILY BEPHYIO,
A MHe yABIO@eTCS KaKABIN IBETOK.

U xaxkeTcsa MHe:

ITpo AT0OOBB MOIO IIEPBYIO

LllenryeT cTENnHOM BETEPOK...



