IIepen 3akarom Ha peKe BCErna TUXO. YTOMOHUIICS JIETKUH I0T0-3ala Hbli
BETep, KOTOPBIN JHEM BpEMsI OT BpEMEHH HaJIeTall U3-3a OCTPOBA, IOJHUMAs
HEBBICOKYIO BOJIHY. A Temnepsb Jaxe psa0db Ha BOJIE U Ta pa3miIaAniach. 3epka-
710, 1a ¥ ToabKo! B 3T0 3epKasio cMOTpenuch KyueBble 00jlaka, OKpaIleHHbIe
3aXO[ALIUM COJHLEM B 30JI0TUCTBIN LBET. Takoro ke LBeTa CTPYUKU BOJBI
CTEKaJIU C IPUIIOAHATBIX BECEL.

Crapuk omnsHysca U mocMoTpen Ha Oeper. UepHas ¢urypka Tumodes
XOpo1I0 ObLTa BUIHA HA JKEJITOM IeCKe.

— Cuumib? — BCIyX CKa3all CTapuk, OyATO KOT, MaJIEHbKUM C(UHKCOM
3aCTBIBIIMM Ha MPUOPEKHOM KPOMKE, MOT €ro yCIblaTh. B ronoce crapuka
MIPO3BYYaIX TeIUIble HOTKU. Tak oOpamarorcs K OIM3KoMYy, 10pOToMYy CyIe-
ctBy. — Hy, cunu-cunu! bByner Tebe yxuH.

U on cHoBa 3apaboTai BeciiaMu, pUTMHUYHO Haru0as u pactpsmiisis ycTa-
ayto cruHy. «VIHTepecHO, — TyMal CTapHK, — KOTO Thl XJellb OOJbIIe —
MeHs uiM yxuH? Haznerocs, uTo MeHs. A 10 IpaBJie, HaBepHoe, yKuH. KTo
TeOs1, KOTspy, pa3odeper! S 3HaI0 TOYHO TOJIBKO OFAHO — YEJIOBEKa JIOJIKEH
KTO-TO JKJaTh. Torna >kxu3Hb 0OpeTaeT CMbICI. A UHa4e, B Hel HET HUKAKOTO
TOJIKY. Tak yCTpo€HO, a yCTpOEHO Ha CBETE Bce NpaBWIbHO. JKuBas nyia,
Tumodeii. A MeHs OH KAET WM y>KUH, KOTOPBIH 51 eMy Be3y, — 3TO He TaK
YK U BaKHO.

Jlonka, CKOJIB3sI IHUILIEM 10 MEJIKOBOJIBIO, TKHYJIach HOCOM B Oeper. [Tpu-
BCTaB, CTApUK BBITAIIMI U3 YKIIOUMH Becja U MOJOXKUII UX BIOJIb OOPTOB.
ITorom BbIOpasICs U3 JIOJKYU U MOATAHYJ €€ Ha MeCOK, YTOObI He OMII0 BOTHOM
0 KaMHHU Ha oT™Menu. Kot npoxaxusaiics 110 ECKy B3aJ U BIEPEN, KaK 4aco-
BOH, HO B JIOIKY HE 3alIpbITUBAI.



—310poBO, IpuATes! —o0paTuiIcs K HeMy cTapuk. — Jloxkaancs xo3siuHa?

Kot Ha MraoBeHbe 3amep, MOCMOTPE HA CTapUKa, CIOBHO XOTENl €My
OTBETHUTb, M CHOBA NIPUHSIICS XOJUTb.

— He Tepriutcsa? — crapuk yxBaTui HaJbliaMU U BBITAIINI U3-110J] CJIaHU
y HOCOBOH KOIIaHM HEOOJIBIIYIO TYCTEPKY, BHINABIIYIO U3 cajnka. — Ha tebe
3a Tpynbl! — 1 OH OpOCHIT pHIOY Ha TIECOK.

Kot cxBarui ee u TyT ke ¢ ypuaHHUEM IPUHSJICS pacIpaBiIAThCs C J0ObI-
yeil. Psimom ¢ HUM ckakania 1o necky 0e300s53HEHHO 3elieHast TPSCOTy3Ka,
CJIOBHO OKMJAJIa, YTO C HEW MoAeNATCs JakoMcTBOM. Ho KOT HU ¢ KeM He co-
Oupaicsi 1eUTh CBOH Y)KUH, U MITUIA, HE JJOXKIABIINChH YTOILEHUS, yIeTena.

CounHue onmycTUiI0Ch 10 JIMHUK TOPU30HTA, U 110 BOJE NOKATUIIUCh aJIble
Ommku. BBepx Mo TeueHuto men Oemblii TeIIoXo/, ¢ Hero JOHOCHIIach Bece-
nast my3bika. «Crenan Pa3uny, — mpouuTan cTapuk Ha3BaHUE Ha Oopty. 3a
KOPMOH TeTJIoXoAa KpYKHINCh, TPOMKO KpHuya, daiiku. [laccaxxupsl 6poca-
JM UM KyCOYKH XJieOa, M YaliKM XBaTajH UX Ha JeTy. Hekotopsle mpomaxu-
BAJIMCH M Opocanuch 3a 100bIueii B OypyHHBIH Cie]] OT BUHTA.

TeM BpeMeHeM CTapHK BBITPY3WJ Ha MECOK W3 JIOAKH CHACTH, CAJOK C
PBIOOIA, TUTAI, KOP3UHY ¢ HAKUBKOH U pukopMKoi. [IponepHyB mens yepes
YKJIFOUMHBI CJIOKEHHBIX APYT Ha JApyra BECEll, OH OXBATUJ € CTBOJ BETIIBI,
MIPOITYCTUJI B 3BEHbS y’KKY HABECHOI'O 3aMKa U 3aKPbLI €TI0 KJIFOUOM.

— Hy, crapsiii pa30oiiHUK, — cKa3all OH K KOTy, — nepekycuin? Iloiinem
JIOMOH1, MHE TOXe€ I10pa 3aIpaBUTHCSI.

Kot u yxom He moBen, qoenan peioy.

— JlagHo. Jloronuuis 1o gopore.

OT rycrepku ocTajach O/Ha rojoBa, KOTOPYIO IpHUBEpeAsuBbIil Tumo-
¢eii ectp He cTan. OH HUKOTAA HE e pbIObHU ronoBeL. [lomaaen Ha Xo3s1Ha.
[Totepcs 6oxoM o ero canor. CTapuk nokayas rojoBoil.

— W ue npocwu, 6onbiie He gam! Mai, na mpoxopnuct! 910 mpo Teds cka-
3aHo. [Ipuaem 1oMoii, caeM Kak JIFOI Y>KMHATh, TOT/1a OIYYHIllb, TOHST?

Bunnumo, KOT MOHAJ, MOTOMY 4YTO MepecTan KPYyTUThCS y HOI' CTapukKa,
OTOILIET B CTOPOHY.

W oHM oTnpaBWINCH MO TPONMHKE MEXTY MOJOABIMU BETJIAMU B TOpY.
Crapuk Hec Ha IIeue YJIO0YKH, NPUAECPKUBAs UX JIEBOM PyKOM, a B MpaBoil
JieprKan KOP3UHy U CaJoK C pbIOOi. 3a/ipaB XBOCT TPyOOid, KOT BBIIIATHBAII
cOOKy, OIS /IbIBAst HA X03AWHA. TPONMHKA, 110 KOTOPOW OHU TOAHUMAIIUCH,
ObLIa Y3KO#, HO UM XBaTajlo MECTa, YTOOBI UITH PSIJIOM.

Hagepxy crapuk ocTaHOBUIICS.

— Tak-To, npusTens, — cka3ajl OH, OTAbIIABIINCE. — CTapocTh — HE pa-
J0CTb, HE 3ps roBoputcs! S, Hajo monaraTh, CaMblil CTapblil CTapUK B IO-
cenke. [la, moxxanyii, 4to Tak. Bce MOM TOIKM JaBHO B 3€MJIE CBIPOM JIEXKAT,
a s BOT, IVIS/IH, €1IE U Ha phIOAJIKy X0XKY, ¢ TOOOH 1Mo ropam Jiazaro. Cujen Obt
cebe, Kak Ipyrue, y AoMa Ha 3aBaIMHKE, Tak HeT! A modemy? A mOoToMy, 4TO
TeOs, ICHTSISA, KOPMUTH HAAO. ThI, KCTaTH, TOXKE HE MOJIOJCHBKHUH 1O BAaIllIUM
KOILIAYbUM MEpKaM.

Kor, ka3anoce, He cibllan cTapyka, OH IISE] Ha TEMHEIONIYIO B 3aKaT-
HBIX JIy4aX peKy, U 3eJICHbIE IV1a3a €ro HEe BhIpa)kaJld HUKAKOTO COUYBCTBUS
XO3HHY.

— Ho s Tebs1 mepexuBy, — ¢ Ha3UIaHUEM B TOJI0CE MPOIOIIKAT CTAPUK. —
JlomkeH nepexuTh. A 3Haelllb, nouemMy? A OTOMY, 1Py KHILE, YTO, KOTa 5
MIOMpY, MEHSI TIOXOPOHST, HAlAyTCs JOOpbIE IO, HE COMHEBaMCs. A BOT
KOTI'/1a Thl JIalbl IPOTSAHEIb, @ MEHS, IPEANONI0KHUM, B TOT 4ac Ha CBETE yKe
He OymeT, To KTo Tebs 3akomnaet, a? Bot tak. [losTomy 51 00s13aH Te0s Tiepe-
kuTh. IloHnMai, Te3ka!



Tumodeem crapuka Ha3Basa MPU POXKACHUH €TI0 MATh, TOTOMY YTO OUYEHb
arobuia cBoero Myka, Toxke Tumodes. A KoTy ums 1ana o4ka, Korjaa cra-
PHK, a TOT/a €111€ COBCEM HE CTapUK, IPUHEC MAJIEHBKOTO CUMIIATATY-KOTEH-
Ka B pyKaBHII€ JOMOI B IO/1apoOK JI0ouypKe Ha PoxxziecTso.

C Tex mop mpouio ABeHaauarh JeT. M Tenepp OHU KWIK BIBOEM — JBa
Tumodes, yenoBek U KOT, 00a cTapble U HUKOMY HE HY)KHBIE, KpOME ApyT
apyra, — B JoMe HaJ 0OpeIBoM. M3 OKOH JjloMa BUJEH OBLIT BOCXO COJTHIIA.

B nocenke, rae 1aBHO yK€ MOYTH HE OCTAJIOCh KOPEHHBIX KUTENEH, a
IO JIeTaM KBapTUPOBAJIM JaYHUKH, CTapuka TuModes: Masio KTo 3Hajl. A Te
KTO M 3HAaJI, MaJI0 C HUM OOIIAJINCh — JI€CKaTh, )KUBET CTaphblii OMPIOKOM Ha
ormmbe, 1a ¥ JaaHO. 3APaBCTBYH — A0 CBHIAHBS — U BCs Heponra. M cam
Tumodeii, kazanoce, He Hyknajics B oomenuu. [Ipuner B mara3ut, KynuT
cebe xJyeba 1a Maclia, makeT MOJIOKa JIJIsl KOTa, BOIIPOCOB HE 33a€T, TOMOIIN
HE IPOCUT, JICHET HE 3aHUMAET.

Xo03sHcTBO y cTapuka Obulo camoe npocTtoe. JloM 1 caja BBINIAIENN 3a-
IyLICHHBIMM, U3 )KUBHOCTU — OJUH cTapbii KOT. I[IpaBny cka3ars, kora co-
Cey OYEHb JJa’Ke XOPOIIO 3HAIM, TOTOMY KaK pa300HHHUK OH ObLT TOT erme!
To priOy, 3a0bITYI0O Ha BpeMsl XO3SMKOU, CTAIIHUT, TO JACTOYKY UCXUTPHUTCS
CJIOBUTD, & TO U IIBITUICHKA Y 3a3€BaBILICHCS KIYIIH YMBIKHET. 32 TO ObUT OUT
JIOIbMH HEOJHOKPAaTHO, HO, HECMOTPS Ha 3TO, MPOMBICIIA Pa300MHUYBETO
HE OCTaBJIsUI. | pO3MiIMCh HEKOTOPBIE MO TOPSAYYI0 PYKY JaXe U )KU3HU €ro
JMIIUTH, HO OOUBI 3a0BIBAJIMCh, U CTAPBIN TAaTh MPOJOJIKA 3APAaBCTBOBATD,
XOTsI C TOAAMM U ITOOCTBUIL. A €CJIH aJl0BaJIiCh HAa HETO XO35IMHY, TOT MOJI4a
KHBaJI, CITyIIasi OOM>KEHHBIX COCE/IeH, 1a TOBOPHII XMYPO:

— Pazbepemcsi!

W Bce ocTtaBasioch MO-IIPEKHEMY.

Koe-kto u3 cTapokuioB, KOHEYHO, MOT' IPUIIOMHUTh, KAKUMHU YXOKEH-
HBIMU OBLTH U JTOM, 1 caj Tumodes, Kora ¢ HUM KHIIU KeHa U 104b. OBJ10-
BEB, OH 3a0pOCHII X035CTBO, MMPOIIAAAN C yTpa JI0 Bedepa Ha PeKe, a OCCHbBIO
B JIECY, JIUIIb U3PENIKA MOSBISSICh B IIOCEJIKOBOM MarasuHe Jia mapy pas B
ro/ly XOAMJI Ha KJ1aI0MIlEe, HABECTUTh POJHBIE MOTUJIBI.

...YOpaB Ha IBOp CHACTH, CTAPUK OPOCHII KOTY JIBE HEOOIbIIINE KPACHO-
MEPKH, OCTAIBHYIO PBIOY KPYTO MOCOIMI B TITyOOKOM Ta3y, HAKPBUI Jepe-
BSHHOM KPBIIIKOM M MPHUIABUI CBEPXY TSHKEIBIM OyITbDKHUKOM. Bsiienyro
PBIOY XOPOIIO MOKYHAIN JaYHUKH, U 3TO OBUIO MOACIIOPHEM CTAPUKY K €T0
KPOXOTHOM MeHcuu. [10TOM yMBLICS, COrpell Ha ra3y 4yau, MpUcell 3a CTOJL.

OHn MeneHHo xeBaj XJed, mpuxieobiBast U3 OOJIBIIOro OOKaza KPETKHid,
YEepPHBIN KaK JIEroTh Yaid. B jome Obu10 THXO, Taxyio yaeM u yadbpernom. Kpo-
XOTHAs MPUXOKasl U TaKas K€ KyXOHbKa OTIENICHBI ObLIIM OT KOMHATHI pycC-
CKOM I1€Ybl0, BBIKPAILICHHON B OJIMBKOBBIM LBET. [leub 3Ta y»ke MHOTIO JieT
HE TOIMWJIACh, TIOTOMY KaK B ITOCEJIOK MPOBEIU T'a3, YTO M30aBUIIO JKHUTEIEH
OT XJIONOT C APOBaMH U NMPOYMMH 3a00TaMU 10 OTOIUIEHHUIO IOMOB. Tenepb
HaJ| KpbIILIaMU B MOPO3HBIE 3UMbI HE BUJICS BECEJIbIN IBIMOK, U CTOSIM IOMa
Kak MEpTBBIC. A I€4H, TaM, I1Ie UX HE CIIOMAJN, TPOMO3IMIINCH B U30axX Kak
MIaMATh O MPOLLJION KU3HU.

Komuara B crapukoBoM jomMe Obuia Oomblasi M CBETJIAs — TPU OKHA Ha
BOCTOK U OJJHO, OOKOBOE, C tora. IIpaBaa, cBeTy OT F0)KHOTO OKHA B KOMHATy
HEMHOT0 TI011aJ]aJI0, TIOTOMY UTO CBEPXY JIOHM3Y 3aKphIBajla €ro pa3pociias-
cs s1010H4. U Bce e, HecMOTps Ha COJHIIE, 3alI0JHABLIEE 110 yTpaM KOMHa-
Ty, BBIIVISIENIA OHA HEXKMIIOW. MOXKET OBITh, OTTOTO, YTO M3 MEOEIH CTOsIIA
TYT OJlHA KPOBaTh, MOKPHITAs KJIETYATHIM IIEAOM J1a JOIIOTOIHBIA KOMOI,
Ha KOTOPOM MPUMOCTHIJIOCH 3€pKaJi0 Ha MojacTaBke. Eie ObLT KpyIvIblid
cton 0e3 ckarepTu. Ha cTeHe Bo3ie KoMoza BUCENIa PENPOLYKIUS KaPTUHbI



IlepoBa «Pb1005I0B», KOTJAa-TO MONApEHHAsl CTApUKy KO THIO POXKICHUS.
Jlpyrue cTeHsl ObUTH TOJNBIMHU, @ HAJ KPOBATbIO OTKJIECHUJICS Yroll 000eB U
CBHCAJI, KaK MPUCITYIIEHHBIN (ar.

Mauio yem oTiuuancs u UHTepbep KyxHu. CTou, mianTa Ha 1Be KoH)Op-
KM, HACTCHHBIH Ka(UUK 3e1eH0ro 1nBeTa. OXUBIsIa 00CTaHOBKY OOJIbIIast
yepHOo-Oenast ¢pororpadust B pamke. Ha Hell — Moroas )KEHINWHA ¢ IeBOY-
Kol Ha pykax. O0e cMOTpenu CO CHUMKA, CYACTIIMBO YIbIOAsCh, a Y IeBOY-
KM OJIHAa KOCHYKa 3aJJOpHO Topyaja B cTOpoHy. Eie npukonora Oblna Hax
CTOJIOM K 0005IM MapycHOM urioi OymakHast nkonka Hukomas Yynorsopua,
JTFOOUMOTO PYCCKHMH JIFOABMHU CBSITOTO, TOKPOBHUTENSI PHIOAKOB.

Crapuk nonwi yaid. OH el MaJio, POBHO CTOJILKO, CKOJIBKO HaJ10 OBLIO, 110
€ro pa3yMeHHMIO, ISl TOAJAEP/KAHUS CHUIL.

— Hy, — cka3ain oH KOTy, KOTOpBIi Tepcs y ero Hor. — Yero tebe emie? He-
HACBITHBIHN ThI KOT, TuMOdeii, BOT uTO s TeOe ckaxy. U Kyma Toabko B TeOs
CTOJIBKO €/1bl Blie3aeT?

Kot Bcran Ha 3agHue yanel, a NepeHUEe MOJOKWI CTApUKY Ha KOJIEHU.
3eneHble IM1a3a OCBEPKUBAIIN B ITOayThbMe. CTapuK OIMyCTHII PYKY Ha rojo-
BY KOTa, MOCKpeO 3a yxoM. Kot 3axmypuiics, MyplbIKHYII 6aCOBHTO.

— Yro, npyxume? Cockyuunics? S ceituac nsary cnats. Buauis, u coi-
Hite 3anuto. CTapukam HaIo MOPAHBIIIE JIOKUTHCS CIaTh, YTOOBI HAOPATHCS
CHJI Ha Oy I€Hb. A ThI, IPBIXOHS, CIIUILB THEM, KOTTIA 51 JUIs Te0s phIOy
noBmo. Tak? Tak. A HoubtO HUIAEIIbCS HEBECTh Tae! JlagHo yx...

Cwmupennsiii Tumodeit nzgan ropaom 3ByK, MOXOKUH Ha XpareHue, mo-
BEPTEJI TOJIOBOM B KECTKOW JIAJJOHU CTApUKa U 3aMeED.

— Bce, KOHYEH pa3roBop! — ckasai cTapuk.

OH pacnpsMHUII CIIMHY, BCTaJl, OMOJOCHYJ BOJOW OOKasl W3-TIOJ 4Yas U
CMaxHYJI B JIAZIOHb CO CTOJIa XJIEOHBIE KPOIIKH.

— 3aBTpa MEHCHUIO IPUHECYT, KyIUM € TOOOH JEINKATECOB.

B TemHOM KBazpare okHa Oenena ymepOHas myna. CTapuk HEKOTOpOe
BpEMs CMOTpEJI Ha HEE, IOTOM 33JIEpPHYJI 3aHABECKY.

OH ObICTPO 3aCHYN, U €MY B KOTOPBI pa3 MPUCHUINCH PO30OBBIC, B IIBE-
TyleM OarynbHUKe, conku Jlycce-AnuHs, I1e OH KOIAa-To KOMaH10BaJl OT-
JIeICHHEeM MHUHO-TIOIPBIBHOTO B3BOJIA OT/EIBHOTO KEJIE3HOAOPOKHOTO Oa-
TalboHa 0co0oro Ha3HaueHus . CTapuKy OueHb XOTEJIOCh YBHJIETh BO CHE
JFOJICH, 3HAKOMBIE JIUIIA TOBAPUINEH MO CITy»0e, HO OHM HUKOT/Ia HE CHUJINCh
€My — TOJIbKO COIIKH, TO 3€JIEHBIE, TO PO30BbIE, TO B IPKOM OCEHHEM MHO-
roiBeThe. M ObLIO elie OIyIeHne THXOH pagoCTH, OyATO OH TIOCIIE JTOJITON
JIOPOTY BEPHYJICS JOMOM M OKUAAHMS YETO-TO CBETJIOr0, OTYETO 3aMHUPATIO
CepJLE, CIOBHO B FOHOCTH MEPE/ CBUJAHUEM. ..

[IpocHyncs crapuk n0 paccsera. Elie He 3aHsu1ach 3a peKoy 3apsi, U OKHa,
BBIXOJISIIIME HAa BOCTOK, ObLITH cepbiMU. OH BhIIIEN U3 AoMy. Bbu1o cBEx0, HO
tuxo. Hoc ¢umorepa-kopabnuka, yCTaHOBICHHOTO Ha KOHBKE KPBIIIH, CMO-
TpeJl B CTOPOHY peku. « Oro-3anaaHblil TAHET, 3TO XOPOLIO, — MO yMaJ CTa-
puk. — CerogHs yTpoM MOYKHO JaTh XOPOILErO KIEBay.

Ot HanpaBieHus BeTpa pblOalkas ynada HanpsMyro 3aBucut. Hy, emie ot
(a3bl TyHBI, KOHEYHO, OT aTMOC(EPHOro NABICHUS U APYTHX HPUPOIHBIX
dakropoB. Ot BeTpa ke npexe Bcero. Hanpumep, 1yeT BOCTOYHBIN — U HE
HaJIe¥icsi — HUYero He MoiMaelilb, XOTh U3 IOMy He Bbixoau. Hemapom prida-
KM FOBOPST: BeTep 1yeT u3-3a Bonru, nenare Hedero Ha Bonre!

He Topomsich cTapuk BBIIWII YalIKy 4Yasi U ChEJl BAPEHOE BKPYTYIO SIHIIO.
[Torom Hammn B 6mroiie Mosioka Jutst Tumodes u, oAXBaTHB CHACTH, OTIIPa-
BUJICS K JIOZIKE.

Kot cuznen Ha Gepery.



— Wb, poca-To HbIHYE Kakast! — CKa3aJ CTapuK, OTPAXUBAst HAMOKIIUE B
Tpase wTaHbl. — CyXuM He IpoiAeIb!

Tumodeii motsnymcs, ocrancs cuneTs Ha mecte. OH HaOMOaM, KaK X0-
3SIMH YKJIQJBIBACT B JIOJIKY CHACTH, CTABHT BECIIA.

— Hy, Oyap 3m0poB! — cTapuK OTTOJIKHYJICS BECJIOM OT Oepera, M JOjKa
MEIJICHHO, TTIOTHUMAst MyTb, IOILIA 110 Boze. [IpaBas ykimrounHa 3acKpure-
Ja, ¥ CTapUK CMOYHII ee Bojoi. 1 B 3T0 BpeMs 3a pekoid, riae HeOo HaJl coc-
HaMHU TJIEJIO aJIbIM LIBETOM, [10KA3aJI0Ch COJIHIIE.

Pb10auuTh ceromHs CTapuK peLIui TOJIBKO 0 o0ena — Hajo ObLIO BCTpe-
TUTHh TIOYTAJIbOHKY, KOTOpas pa3sHOCWIA MO JOoMaM NEHCHIO, Jla CAEarh
KO€-KaKU€ MOKYIKH. YTPEHHUM KJIE€B yaajcs — HE 0OMaHYJ MCIBITaHHBIN
310i-BecT. CTapuk MoiimMal MOAJIeIInKa, Mapy XOPOIUINX 53ei, HECKOJIbKO
TUTOTBHYEK M OKYHEH, a B KOHIIE, YK€ COOMpasiCh JOMOU, HEOXKHIAHHO 3a1le-
W1 TTOJIyTOPAKUIIONPaMMOBOTO Ca3aHa.

MosxHO 1 Bo3BpammaTrhest. OH CIOKUI YAOUKH, TIOTHSUIT IKOPb U B3sJICS 32
Becsa. Caiok ¢ pbIOOil Jieskall y KOPMBI, U CTapUK MO JIOPOre BCE MOIISIbI-
BaJI HA TEMHO-30JI0TOTO KpacaBIia, KaK TOT BPeMsI OT BpEMEHHU OHJICS B CaJIKe
CpeaH YCHYBIIUX YK€ IPYTUX PBIO.

Crapuk cMOTpe U lyMaj O TOM, YTO ca3aH — yMHas pbioa. O4eHb yMHast
u octopokHas. He yacto oH nmonajan Ha ya0uKy, B CETU — Apyroe aeio. Ho
CTapHUK CETIMH PbIOY HUKOT/IA HE JIOBWIL. A C HEJaBHHX ITOP OH HEOKUJAHHO
CTaJl HCTIBITHIBATH CTPAHHYIO KAJIOCTh K OWMaHHOH pbioe. [IpuunHoii cran
OJIUH city4ail. beio 310 rosa yersipe ToMy Hazal. CTapuK XOpPOLIO MOMHHUI
TOT AeHb. OH OXOTHJICSI C OCTPOTOH 3a IIYKOW B HEOOJBIIOM 3aJIMBYMKE HA
OCTPOBE U YBHJEI, KaK JILET UKPY BO3JIe KaMBILIEH B OCOKE ca3aH. Bona y
Oepera axk Kumena oT HepeCTsmmxcst poi0. X Ob110 MHOTO, OOBIIINX, CHITb-
HbIX ocoOeill. U crapuk He yaepxaincs. Crapasich HE IIyMETb, OH IPUYAIHII
JOZIKY K Oepery M cTaj OCTOPOKHO MOAKPAIBbIBATHCS K HEPECTHITUIILY.

Emy ynanock nogoiitu coBcem 6mu3ko. Kakoe-To BpeMsi OH OCTOS, 3a-
TauB JbIXaHUE, HEJBW)KHO, 3aHECS OpyAHUe JAJs yhapa Ha YpOBEHb IuIeda.
Cazanbl, KaK MopocsiTa, BOPOYAIUCh HAa MEJIH, IOAHUMAs MyTbh, He oOparas
Ha YeJIOBeKa HUKAKOTO BHUMaHUsI. BeUHbIii MHCTUHKT MPOAOIDKECHUS )KU3HU
TN BX cTpaxa. [[puienuBmmce, CTapukK yaapuia OCTPOToi OIIMKANIITyI0
pHIOY.

On e mpomaxuyicsi. Octpsle 3yObsi ApeBHENIICH U3 CHACTEH TITyOOKO
BOLIUTK B TeJ0 pbIObl. OHA pBaHyIack, HO CTAPUK ObLT HAYEKy U BCEH TshHKe-
CTBIO HaBAJIMJICS Ha APEBKO. Pp1Oa mpoaomkana OUThCs, ¥ OH C TPYIOM yIep-
KUBaJ B pykax cBoe opyaue. HakoHen pbiba ycrtana u 3artuxia. MeajieH-
HO TIOZIBEJI CTapuK O0OBIYY K Oepery M BBITALIMI Ha TpaBy. 3yObsi OCTpOTH
poouH OproXo 3710poBeHHOM caMku. CTapuK, MPUIAaBUB HOTOM CKOJIB3KOE
TENO PIOBI, 0CBOOOIMII OocTpory. Priba nexkana Ha TpaBe 0€3 JABWKEHUS, U
WKpa TyCTBIMU CTPYSIMH BBITE€Kalla M3 PaH BIIEPEMEIIKY ¢ KpoBblo. U TyT
cTapuky ctayno tomHo. OH HaKJIOHWJICS Haj pbIOOH M yBHIen ee ria3. Ha
MUT €My T0Ka3aJoCh, YTO I3 TOT CMOTPUT HA HETO C YKOPOM U OOJIBIO —
9TO, MOJI, ThI, CTAPBIN JAypak, Hameman?..

Wrna coctpananus BOH3UIach EMY B CEpLIE.

[Tocne Toro cirydast cTapuk He Opaj B pyKd OCTPOTY, a KOrja Ha YI04KY
ToTajiall ca3aH, OH HEBOJIBHO CMOTPEII Ha €T0 I1a3a M UCTIBITHIBAI BCE TY Ke
HEOCO3HaHHYIO *anocTb. OCOOEHHO OHA JOCTaBajla CTapUKa, KOIrna ca3zaH
DTyOOKO 3ariaThiBall KPIOYOK, U €T0 MPUXOAMIIOCH C TPYIOM OCBOOOXKIAaTh
13 pbIObEH TIIOTKH, M TEKJIa KPOBb, @ phI0a THXOHBKO MMOCTAHbIBAJIA.

— Hy, 3a4eM ThI KITIOHYZ Ha MOIO YZIOUKY, ypasieii? — Mopiiach, Kak Oyaro
eMy caMoMy ObIJIO OOJBHO, TOBOPWJI CTAPHK, MPOTAIKHUBASL SKCTPAKTOPOM



[TyOOKO BOH3MBILHUICS B HEXKHYIO MAKOTh KPIOUoK. — UT0, e1pl TeOe B peke
Mano? A eciu yK Thl O4€Hb XOTEI CIAIKYI0 KYKypy3Y, TaK KieBaj Obl y TeX,
KTO ITOMOJIOXKE, OHM €L1e HE 3HAIOT KaJIOCTH.

K npyrum peibam OoH TaKMX HEKHBIX YYBCTB, KaK K ca3aHy, [TOKa HE HC-
IBITBIBAJ, HO YK€ IMPENIosarai, 4YTo U TaKOe MOXKET CIyduThes. «UTo ke
Torna OymeT? — pa3MbIluIsiI oH. — Uto s Oymy aenath Ha peke? A 0e3 pexu
MHE TPYAHO IIPEICTAaBUTh MOIO KU3HDBY.

Crapuk MeuIeHHO rped, A TO Ha OypIIsIyto 3a KOPMOl BOAY, TO Ha
JIOBSILIETO PTOM BO31yX ca3aHa. Hemaseko OT J0AKU Apaiauch, TPOMKO KpH-
4a, YalKH.

— YTO BBI HE MOJENMIIH, ITULIBI? — BCIIYX IPOU3HEC CTAPUK.

Korza-To oH unTa, 4To 4eJI0BEK MOCIE CMEPTH MOXKET CTaTh KAKUM-TTHOO
YKUBOTHBIM WK Jaxke ntuneil. «Ppibaku, HaBepHO, CTAHOBATCS YallKaMu, —
nogymai oH. — Vinmu peroamu? A 4To Jydiie — CTaTh Yaikoi uiu peiooit? Jlyu-
11e yaiikoil. Bynens ietats Hasl peKoii, BUAETh BOCXO/ U 3aKaT COJHIIA. A ecin
CTaHeUIb PbIOOI — YTO YBUUILIB XOPOIIETro Tam, ox Boaoi? Huuero. Jla eme
normaeT Tedst KakoW-HUOYb PHIOAK HA YIOUYKY HIIH MIPOTKHET OCTPOTOM. ..

Uto 3a MBICJIM JIE3YT B TBOKO TOJIOBY, CTApHK, — oAyMa oH. — [loxkanyii,
COJIHIIE HAIEKJIO TeOe MaKYIIKY».

OH nocMOTpes Ha COJTHIIE U 3aKMYPUJICS, TIOTOM CHSJI KENKY ¥ HAMOYMJI
B Bojie. Clierka oTkaB, HaJle] Ha TOJIOBY.

— Bort Tak-To nyuiie, npusTenp, — CKa3al OH I'POMKO U CHOBA B3sUJICS 3a
BeCa.

Jlo Gepera ocTaBaioCh METPOB JIBECTH, KOT/Ia OH OIVISIHYJICS, YTOOBI TO-
cmotpets Ha Tumodest. Ho Toro Ha mecuaHoi koce He ObLIO.

«Bor Tak Homep! — Crapuk nokadan ronoBoid. — Kyzna 1o on mpomnan?
Wnu s ve BoBpems? Ho Tumodeii o0pryHO TYT Kak TyT. Cuamt u xaet. Emy
HpaBUTCH KJaTh. A MHE HPABUTCS, UTO OH KJET. YTO-TO 37€Ch HE TaK».

Me:xny Tem nomensuics Berep. CTapuk yBHUIEN, KaK C FOT0-BOCTOKA MOJI-
HsJIach TsDKeNas rpo3oBasi Tyda. OHa ObICTpO MpUOIMIKaIach, U CTAPUKY XO-
TEJIOCHh YCHETh J0 TPO3bl 100paThest 10 AomMy. OH mpUHaJer Ha Beca.

Bot u 6eper. «lloxaiyii, s ycriero 0 rpo3b», — MOAyMaJ CTapuK, pH-
BSI3bIBAs JIOAKY K BeTJIe. BrICTpo coOpaB cHACTH, OH CKOPBHIM IIIaroM TOMIET
B TOpY.

Jloma kota Toxke He ObuT0. CTapuk CTan rOTOBUTH cebe oben. Pasorpen
MoxJIeOKy, MPUHEC ¢ OropoAa JyK U nmeTpymky. He ycnen oH cects 3a cToI,
KaK B JIOMe NoTeMHeNo. Mccuns-uepHas Tyda Hakpblila pexy U Cello, IpoJiu-
Jach OKAEM, a TIOTOM 3aCBEPKAJIM MOJIHUH, ¥ TPOKATUIICS IO HEOY TPECKY-
ynii rpoM. Crapuk e, ciayias TpOMOBBIE pacKaThl, INsIIeN B OKHO. B nyxe
y KaJIUTKU HayBaJIMCh U Jlonanuch my3sipu. «Hanomnro 3apsaui, — noxymain
CTapuK o aoxJje. — Huuero, 3emiist 1aBHO 10KIUUKA IPOCUTY.

Kot He nmosiBuics 1 mocie obena.

Korna noxnp koHuwmscs, nmpuHecna noutaiboHka Hacracks mneHcuto.
Crapuk pacrnucaics 1 noiy4dnia aeHsru. [lorom ornpasuics B marazu. OH
IeJI 10 YJUIEe U AyMall O TOM, Kyaa Mor npomacts Tumodeit. HaBcTpeuy
eMy IIJIeJICsl, XpoMast, My>KHK CO CTpaHHBIM npo3suiieM Yymna Yync. On 011
B IMUKaKe Ha rojioe Teno. Ha rpynu BMecTo kpecta 0onTajics Ha TOJICTOM
YEPHOM LIHYpKE Me/IBeKuM KiblK. [To310poBanucs 3a pyky.

— Kyna npems, Tumodenu? — cpocun aenoBbiM ToHoM Yymna Yyrc, kak
Oy/ATO eMy U BIPSAMB ObLTO BaXKHO 3HATH, KyJla HJET CTApUK.

— B marazus.

—A s BoT... —Yyna Yync MaxHyJ pyKoi, YTO 3Ha4UJI0, YTO OH ¥ CaM HE 3Ha-
eT, kyaa uner. Ckopee BCEero, UIET, KTO Obl MPEAJIOKHUIT EMY OMTOXMEITUTHCA.



— JlanHo, — cKa3al cTapuK M XOTel ObUIO YK€ UATH CBOEH 10pOroil, Kak
Uymna Yync Bapyr BBITOBOPUI TAKOE, YTO 3aCTABUIIO CTAPUKA OCTAHOBUTHCS.

— Kora tBOero Canbka MeTenKuH 3acTpen.

— YT0? — cTapuK HE cpa3y MOHSII CMBICI CKa3aHHOTO.

— Canbka, ToBOpI0, METEIKNH TBOETO KOTA U3 PYXKbs 3aCTPEIIUIL.

— Kak 370... 3aueM? — cTapuky mokasajioch, 4TO CEpAIC Y HETO HA MUT
OCTaHOBHJIOChH, & TIOTOM OOEKAII0 OBICTPO-OBICTPO.

— Tak 370, cam 3Haellb, KOT TBOW LbILIAT y CaHbKM TackaeT. Bor u TyT,
3HAYUT, cuanai npiieHka. A 'y CaHbkM pyKbe U pa3penieHue umeercs. bax
—u Hety! Kora, TO ecTb, s Xouy cKa3aThb. ..

Ho crapuxk yxe He ciayman. OH pe3Ko pa3BEpHYJCS M 3aliarail K JOMy
Cann MerenkuHa.

beiBIMil yuyactkoBblil Muinimonep Canst MeTenkuH cujiesl Ha BepaHje
Y eJI JIOKKOU canar u3 riryOokoi Tapenku. OH MOAHSII I1a3a Ha CTapHhKa U
CKa3aJl, BEITUPAS TOJICTHIE T'YObI JIaIOHBIO:

— Hsanst Tumodeit? Ara. Hy, mpoxoau, KOJIH MpHIIed.

— 51 yx npoiien, Kak BUAMILB, — OTBETUJI CTAPUK, €/1Ba CACPKUBAs THEB.

— W naguo. Tel, Kak s MIOHMMAO, HACUYET CBOECTO KOTA?

— IIpaBunpHO MOHMMaEIb, HACUET KOTa. 3HAYMT, ITpaBaa’?

— IlpaBna, — maxuyn pykoit Cansi. — Pa30oitHuk TBO# KOT ObLI, caM 3Ha-
emb. A y Hac kak? Ilpectymienue — Haka3zaHue. Sl ero nmpenynpexiaai. —
Cans nonHsan Bosocarbiil Kynak. — He Busut. [Ipunuiocs npurosoputs. Bor
Tak, a1 Tumodeii, BOT Tak.

Crapuk cMOTpen Ha JOCHSIIMECS IEKN OBIBIIETO CTPaXka MOCEIKOBOTO
MopsiKa M AyMall, 9TO €/1Ba JIM y Hero XBaTUT CHJI CIIPAaBUTHCA C 3TUM 00-
poBoMm. ['oKkoB ObI 1€CATOK Ha3ax — APYroe AeJo, He aymas HaOui Obl eMy
MOpAY. A HbIHYE PYKH HE T€, CHjla U3 HUX YXOJHUT, U C KaKIbIM JIHEM OHU
CTaHOBSTCS ciadee.

OO6wupa crosiia moj caMbIM TOpPJOM, HO CTapUK €Ille TepIried.

— XKaneews, uro nu? — yxmbuibHysca CaHs U B34 J0XKKY. — He xaneil.
HoBoro kota 3aBefenib, 3aKOHOMOCITYITHOTO!

— Hano, 4To0bl yenoBeka KTO-TO KJajd, — cKazajd cTapuk. — KoT mMeHs
AKAAL

— Tak u gpyroii xnaare Oyaet. [Ipuyuuis, 1e510 HEXUTPOE.

«3a4em st eMy 3TO rOBOpIO? — MOyMall CTapuk. — Pa3Be oH moimMer?»

— Mopny Ob1 TeOe, Cans, HaOUTH 3a Takue Jenal — cKa3al OH.

—Hy-ny! Tei roBOpH, 1a HE 3aroBapuBalics, — MpuBCcTal ¢ KyleTku Cans. —
Toxxe MHE 3amIMTHUK Hamencs. Mnn orciona mogoopy-no3aopoBy, a TO cam
MIPOBOXKY TeOsI K IIOMO¥iKe, TIe TBOW BOpIOTa BajsieTcs!

Crapuk He 0KMJ1aJ1, YTO OH CIEJIAET TO, UTO CENall B CIEAYIOIIEe MIHO-
BeHbe. [1oCKOUMB K OOMIUYHKY, OH YXBAaTHJI TOTO 3a L0 M MPHXKAJ €ro ro-
JIOBY K CTOJy TaK, 4To JieBass CaHMHA IIeKa 0Ka3aJach B TAPEJIKE C CaJaToOM.
Crapuk KperKo JIepKaj TOJCTYI0, B CKJIAJIKax, MICK OOJIBIIUM U CPETHUM
najbliaMH, a yKa3aTeJIbHbIM ynHupacs B 3aTbUIOK MeTenKnHa 1101 KOCTOUKY.

— Ilycru! — npoxpunen Cansl.

Ho crapuk Tonpko cuipHee cxall najaplamu ero meto. Emnie ocraBanachk
B pyKax cuiieHKa. Korna-to B apmuu ero npo3sanu Tumoxa-Ilaccarmxu, no-
TOMY YTO OH BBITACKHBAJ MaJbLAMHU M3 JOCOK T'BO3IM, BOMTHIC IOUYTH IO
caMylo LUIAIKY.

— He nyctu, a npoctu! — ckazan cTapuk U J€BOM pyKOM IpHKal TOJIOBY
Canm eme mryoxe B Tapenky. Canar moOIUIbUT Yyepe3 Kpaid Ha CKaTepTb. —
Cnprnis? He myctu, a npoctu. Tei ommOcs, napens! J[aBaii, roBopu: mpo-
CTH MCHS, AsJICHbKA!



— Jlagno, mpocTu! — ximonasi ry0amu B cajiare, mpoJieneTaln ToT.

— Jlanenpka! — nosropun crapuk. — [Ipoctu, asnenpka!l Hy!

— IIpoctu, nanenska! — BeiiaBua CaHs HyKHbIE CIIOBA.

CrapuK OTHYCTHJI LICI0 OBIBIIETO MWJIMLIMOHEPA, BBITEP JAJO0Hb O €r0
MaiKy M, HU cJ0Ba OOJbIIe HE CKa3aB, BBILIEN U3 JI0MA, TOJIBKO y KaJIUTKU
MOBEPHYJICS U TUTIOHYJ Ha TOPOXKKY, BRIMOIICHHYIO Opycyarkoi. Benen emy
C BepaH/Ibl pa3aBajicsa Mar U yrpo3sl. Ho crapuk ux He ClbIIIall.

B oropoze 3a 1oMoM, B 1aJbHEM YTITY, IJI€ CTOSIIO BBICOXILIEE JIEPEBO 00-
JETINXH, CTAPUK BBIKOMAN IIyOOKyto simy. OH 3aBEpHYJ KOTa B CBOIO PbI-
OanKyto pydaxy U, OMyCTHBIIUCH HAa KOJIEHHU, OEPEKHO OMYCTHII CBEPTOK Ha
nuo. [Torom 3a0pocan 3emIito, MPUTONTAN €€, HE OCTABUB HUKAKOTO XOJIMH-
Ka. Moua nocTosu1 ¥ yLesn B JIOM.

Beuepeno. ConHie elie HEKOTOPOE BPEMS OCBELIANI0 BEPXYIIKH BbIMbBI-
TBIX JIOKJIEM I0JIOHB, a TIOTOM CKPBUIOCH, OCTaBHB MOCIIE Ce0st TOJIBKO Kpac-
HOE 3apeBo, IMpe/BelIalollee Ha 3aBTpa BeTep. Bekope u oHo moracio. U
Cpa3sy CTajlo MPOXJIaaHO.

He 3axuras B joMe OTHS, CTapHK MPOLIEN B KyXHIO, JOCTAN U3 MKadum-
Ka TI04aTyio OyTBUIKY BOJKH, TUIECHYN B cTakaH. OH BBIIHI BOAKY OAHHUM
IJIOTKOM, TIOCTaBWJI CTakaH Ha ctoi. [locMorpen Ha nkony cBstoro Huko-
nasi, Ha (hoTorpaduio B paMKe U CKa3asl TPOMKO ¥ TBEPJIO:

— Bcé. bonpuie MeHs x1aTh HEKOMY !



