YTpo mManckoro gHs Obino xmypeiM. [lepeBbs 1
KyCTbl, MOCMELUUBLUNE HAPSAOMTLCA B ofexAabl u3
CBETN0-3€MNEHOro WMdOoHa, Kasanocb, 3HOOMIO Noza
nopbiBamMun ceBepHoro BeTpa. Cepble Nyun XOnogHo
OTNMBanu MeTansom.

EkatepuHa AHOpeeBHa 3akpblria OpTOYKY B
OpPANHATOPCKOW.

— CkBO3HsK! — nosicHuNa oHa 3aseaytoLemy.

Erop AnekcaHgpoBud npocMmartpusan aHanu3abl
OOonbHbIX, MOCTYNMBLUMX BYepa. 3aB OETCKMM aHe-
CTE3MO0Noro-peaHNMauUmoHHbIM - OTAEeNeHneM 6bin
KPYMHBIM MY>XYMHOW COpPOKa TPEX neT. B YépHbIX ry-
CTbIX BOlocax npobueanacb ceavHa.

Ha nogokoHHWKe 3aBopyan v cran nneeaTbes
KMMSATKOM CTapeHbKUIN 3reKTPOKOENHNK.

— Erop, koge bypewb? — XKeHwmHa nokasana
HavanbHWKY BaHKy ¢ Kode.

3enéHble rmasa Ha okpyrnom nuue Eropa 3a-
CBETUNUCL OnarogapHOCTLIO.

— KoHeuHo, Katiowa! Caxapy...

— [Be, kak 0bbI4HO, — 3aKOH4YMna ExkatepuHa.

HopogHas durypa goktopa AcdaHacbeBOu, Bbl-
KniovaBLLen KOPEenHuK, 3akpbina cobor norn-okHa.
3a OKHOM MOLLEN CHer, HenenbIn Ha hoHe 3eneHe-
IOLWNX NUCTbEB U TpaBsbl. KpyrnHble Xronbs cHera
Be3ocTaHOBOYHO Nagjanu ¢ Heba. «Kak HanoxeHue
KagpoB B MynbrunbmMe», — nogymana ExatepuHa.

Ot 3anaxa kodpe y Eropa no nuuy pacnnbinacb
BnaxeHHas yrnbibka.

— Erop AnekcaHgpoBu4, Marnbiuk B 4ETCKOE OT-
aeneHve noctynun. BHyTpuBeHHas yporpadwus, —

CKasarna Bolleflas B OpAMHaTOPCKYy0 Meacectpa
N NPOTSHYIa OOHOW PYKOW MCTOPUIO BonesHwu.

[pyron oHa nonpasuna ceeTrble BOMOChI, Bbl-
coko 3abpaHHble B XBOCT. EkatepuHa AHOpeeBHa
OKWHyNna HeoaobpuTenbHbIM B3rNs40M CTPOMHYHO
uUrypy Mornogon >XeHLnHbl B KOPOTKOM Benom xa-
nartuke.

— JleHouka, nepegan, 4To A cnyLlycb B AETCKOE
k gecaTtn. Kak ceiHuwka? — cnpocun Erop AnekcaH-
OpOBWY, MSAs B rnasa MeacecTpe.

Mexay CTpok cnbiwanock: «A cockyynncal»

— HopmaneHo. B cag otBena, — 3any4mnacs ro-
nyéeiMn rmasamu JleHoyka. («HA ToXe COCKy4u-
nacb!»)

EneHe 6bIn0 NpuaTHO YyBCTBOBaTh cebs ¢haso-
puTKOM kopons. [NycTb Koponst otaenenus. 3ato Ka-
koro! CunbHoOro, cTpacTtHoro. A nycTb Bce 3aBuaytoT!

MyxxunHa 3anHTepecoBarcs ABaguaTMBOCbMU-
netHen EneHon cpasy xe, Kak TOfbKO OHa yCTpou-
nacb Ha paboTy B oTheneHwe nocrne OeKPeTHOro
oTnycka. «4T70 OH B Hewn Haweén? Noxoxa Ha yce-
YEHHYI0 TeHb...» — AyMana EkatepuHa AHOpeeBHa.
Bnpoyem, oHa HeoObekTuBHA. JIMunko y JleHouku
xopoLueHbkoe. OcobeHHo xopolun masa. U asmke-
HUSA MSArKME, KakK Y MENKON XULLHULbI KoLLavben no-
poabl. C keM eé cpaBHUTL? [Ns pbICU CRAWLLKOM
Towa. [1na gomaliHen KOLWKM gukoeata... [a HeT,
Eropy Bo Bkyce He oTkaxelb. C HUM BCE iCHO!..

— Enena WBaHoBHa, kaTteTrep npurotoBbTe!
AHeuke BacuneHko noctaBuM, — pacnopsguncs
nokTop AdaHacbeBa.



«Jlowaak! — nogymana meacectpa npo AdaHa-
cbeBy. — XoTb Obl rpuBy cBoto kpacunal!» I nocmo-
Tpena Ha Heé Kak Ha MopaXkeHKy. A BCryx ckasana:

— Cenvac npurotosnto, EkatepmHa AHgpeesHa!

Ta oTBepHynacb k OkHy. KTo-To HaBepxy npo-
Jorkan npokpy4mBaTh NAéHKy co cHerom. Bcé npa-
BWUIbHO: NMopaxeHka oHa u ecTb! EkaTtepuHa Gbina
TanHo BntobneHa B ObIBLLIErO oaHOKYpCcHMKa KoHaa-
KoBa. BbINo npakTU4eckn HEBO3MOXHO He BItO-
OMTbCS, AeHb 3a OHEM oLLyLLas psaoM ero obasiHue
N MY)XECTBEHHOCTb.

MHoro net Ha3ag KatepuHa, 3HaBLlasd, 4YTo Xe-
Ha Eropa B komaHaMpoBKe, Habpanack CMenocTu 1
Nno3BoHUNa eMy AoMown. Ha 4to, cob6CTBEHHO, OHa
paccunTbiBana? Yrto KoHpakoB npurnacut eé Ha
cBupaHne? Ckopen Bcero, Kate npocto xoTenocb
ycnbiWaTh ronoc nobdrMoro YenoBeka.

Oteetun He Erop, a ero xxeHa, BepHyBLUasACSA 13
KOMaHOVPOBKN Ha AeHb paHbLLUe.

— Anno, — pasgarncs B TpyOke e€ COHHbIV roroc.

Kate cTtano ctbigHO, Kak ByaTo OHa Bowia B
crnanbHi KoHOakoBbIX M yBMaena ux obHaXEHHbI-
mu. bonblwe EkatepuHa AHOopeeBHa He no3sonsina
cebe nogobHbIX rNynocTen. ..

B pnecatb yacos Erop AnekcaHapoBuy BoLEN B
nanarty geTckoro otaeneHud. NocTynusBLMA BOCb-
MUNETHNIA Marnb4YnK C TOCKOW CMOTpPEN Ha ynuvuy. Ha
3aTbIfIKE UCNyraHHO Topyan BUXOp KallTaHOBbIX BO-
noc. ManeHbKuiA NaLMeHT, 3achblas waru, noBep-
Hyn ronosy K Eropy. B 6onbLumx kapux rnasax yu-
Tanca y>xac 6e3bICX0QHOCTH.

— Tbl JlomoB Erop? — Apyxento6bHo cnpocun ero
nokTop. — A a Erop AnekcaHgpoBud. — M npoTsHyn
CBOIO LUMPOKYK NafoHb pebGEéHky. — Téska, crano
obITb! Thl He Goics, Eropka! Mbl cenvac Tebe cae-
naem yKomne4uk, notoM cgotorpadupyem CnmnHky. A
3aBTpa Mama T1ebs 3abepérT.

— A cerogHs AOMOW Henb3a? — poBGKO NpoTArMBas
CBOI MarieHbKy pyKy AOKTOPY, CPOCUIT MasbsquK.

— 3aBTpa, Eropka! 3aBTpa, — otBeTMn KoHaa-
KOB, a MefcecTpe: — Begute B peHTreH-kabuHet!

Yepes HecCKonbko MUHYT MOCne Toro, Kak npu-
BEMW NauueHTa, B pPeHTreH-kabuHeTe pasganuch
Kpukn. Erop AnekcaHapoBuY, OTKpbIB ABEPb, OTPbI-
BMCTO CKOMaHAOBan caHuTapke:

— Katanky! CpouHo! MNMogHumaem k Ham!

BesgbixaHHOE Teno mane4nka 6bICTPO NOOHSANN
Ha NudTe B peaHMMaLmio.

— Kartsa! CmepTb Ha koHLUe urnbl!

ExkaTepuHa AHOpeeBHa MOMEHTANbHO BKIIHOYK-
nacb B paboty. MBJ1... AgpeHannH B CepaeyHyto
Mbiwyy... JdedunbpunnsTop... KaneneHuua TaHyna
CBOE Mpo3payvHoe LynanbLle ¢ nuTaTenbHbIMU Be-

LlecTBaMu K pyke maneyuka... Eropka He oxusan.
[oKkTOpa BCKPbINM Maneb4uky rpyaHyto knetky. Mps-
MO Maccax cepgua... [Npowno gsaauatb MUHYT.
Erop AnekcaHapoBu4 kak Obl cMoTpen Ha cebs co
CTOPOHBbI, MOHUMas, YTo BCE BecnonesHo. Ho pyku
npogomkanu pabotatb...

— Erop! Erop! — Heckonbko pa3 oknukHyna Eka-
TepuHa.

3aBpeaHumaumernt onycTun pyku u rpy3Ho ocen
Ha cTyn. B aywe 3usana nyctota. Kak 6ygto cmepTb
Eropku BbipBana n3 Heé Kycok.

— A nooGeLlwan, 4To OH 3aBTpa NOMAET JOMOW, —
noytu npoctoHan KoHgakos.

— Mbl cgenanu BCE, 4TO MOrK, — HanoMHunNa
ExkaTtepuHa AHopeeBHa.

— Koro ato BonHyeT, Katb? Tbl 4TO, HageeLlbCs
3TMM OMpaBAaTbCs Nepes ero MaTepbi? — yTupas
noT co nba, TMXO MOMHTEPECOBAICA JOKTOP.

Manb4mk nexan Ha cTone C pasBOpPOYEHHOWN
rPyOHOW KMETKOW W 3anpOKMHYTbIM  GneaHbiM
nmuomM.

— EneHa MBaHoBHa, 3akpolite pebéHka (y KoH-
4aKoBa He MOBEPHYNCS A3blK CKa3aTb «TPyn»), U
nycTb CaHWTapka cobupaeTcs B MOpr, — Jall KOMaH-
4y 3aBenyoLni.

Kak popabotan, Erop nomHun nnoxo. Bece pen-
cTBusl, beceabl — Ha aBTomarte. M BCE Bpems Cxu-
Marno B fieBou nonosuHe rpyaun. lNoka Kats He gana
€My HUTPOITNLEPVH. ..

KoHaakoB LLIEN AOMOW, HUKOFO U HUYEro He 3a-
Meuasd. CHer xnonbsmu nvn K nuuy n ogexae. Erop
He MbiTancs 6opoTbCs C €ro HAaBA3YMBOCTLH. bbino
BCE paBHoO.

[oma OH Momya CHSAN BEPXHIO OAeXay v npo-
Lén B 3an.

— Erop, ogexay cTpsixHyTb Hago 6bino! Hy no-
CMOTPMU, C HEE Xe TeyéT! — ckasana Bowlefllas 3a
HUM XeHa. — YTO-TO Cny4mrnocb? — BCTPEBOXEHHO
crnpocuna oHa, B3rnsiHyB B nnuuo KoHgakosa.

— He cenvac, VMpwuwa! — yctano otsetun ToT.

— EcTb Oygewb?

— Her, Up! A otaoxHy.

OH gocTtan 13 Gapa OyThbINKy KOHbsIKa, 3arnoMm
BbINWI nofcrakaHa. NMoTom Nér Ha CnnHy Ha AMBaH,
3aKpbln Masa 1M ctan BcnomuHaTb. Erop Bcerga
cTaparncs BCMOMUHaTb YTO-TO XOpoLlee, Korga emy
ObIf10 Noxo. B OCHOBHOM MOMEHTbI CTYAEHYECKOM
KNU3BHN.

lMocnegHee Bpemsi BCE Yalle BCMOMMHaNachb
WMHra lNeTtpoBa. 3To NOTOMY, YTO B €ro OTAENeHne
npuwna pabotatb JleHa. Erop, korga yBuaen ee,
npsmo obangen: MHra! KoHe4yHO, CTONPOLIEHTHOrO



cxoacTBa He bbino. Ho Te e cBeTnble Koxa, Bono-
Cbl, HAUBHbIV B3NS4 HeOecHo-ronyobIx rmas... 1 B
OOMOSNHEHNE K 3TOW aHrenbCKOW BHELLIHOCTM NEPUO-
ONYECKN BbINNECKMBAOLWMIACA HE Mo-aHrenbCcku
OypHbIN TEMMEPAMEHT.

WHra... Nms kak y3opbl HA OKHE MOPO3HOW 3U-
Mon. CHexHasi Koxa, nbaucTble rnasa... CHerypou-
ka. Hegotpora. Yto y KoHgakosa 6bino ¢ Hen? [la B
obuem Hu4yero. Tak, LienoBanncb HECKOMbKO pas.

Erop BCNOMHWUI, Kak OHW €30unvM Ha BTOPOM
Kypce Ha kapToluky. bbino Beceno. Paborta kak-To
He oveHb Hanpsirana. KoHgakoB Torga Obifl, MOXHO
ckasaTb, xygon. Oaxe He Beputca! OHu ¢ WHrowm
LenoBanuch Torga B NepBbI pas, CnpsTaBLUMCL 3a
oBoLlexpaHunuwem. Ha MetpoBoii 6bin cepbit oy-
paukui cBuTep M wTopmoBKa. Cepble COBETCKME
[KMHCbI bonTanucb Ha Hel Kak Ha Bewanke. OT
cmywieHuns y UHrm anenu wekun. OHa pobko nog-
CcTaBnana nuuo M LenoBaTbCs COBCEM He yMena.
Erop yuun eé: «He Hanpsrai ryoku, rnynas!»

A Ha cnegyoLmn AeHb OHM NMOCCOPUITUCH B MyX
M npax M3-3a Kakoro-to Myctsika. YnpsiMblii NapeHb
Hasno MHre ctan BcTpevatbcs ¢ rpygacton Bepkon
MaBnosoi. NeTpoBa AEMOHCTPATMBHO HE 3ameva-
na ero...

Ha TpeTtbem kypce Erop Bntobuncsa B cuHerna-
3yto kokeTKky Onbry Tutoy. Korga oHa ero 6pocuna,
KoHnpgakoB Hanuncda. OH Hanumnics u Ha criegylowmnn
AeHb Ha CTygeH4YecKow nupyLuke B obLiare. Mynanu
B VIHrMHom komHaTe. OBGHSABLUMCH BTPOEM C VHron 1
Hatawkon 3BepeBON, OHW MeAMNEeHHO KPY>XUIUCb
noA Kakyk-To necHio AHTOHOBa. [MoTom Hataluke
CpOYHO MoHagobunock yntu. MHra nposoxarb eé
He nowJsa, a npogoskana KpyxuTtbcsi ¢ Eropom.
Onun ponro uenosanucb. A notom KOpka n Kocta
yTaLLWM NbSHOIO TOBapuLLia B TaKCU.

KoHaakoB conpoTUBAANCS U BOMWIT:

— 4 HouveBaTb 3gecb ocTaHycb! OHa MeHs mio-
our!

WHra monyana. OH He cka3san: «A eé nobnio!»
M BoobLue... MpocTo nepebpan.

— OHa MeHs ntobuT, — Bexnunbiean Erop B Takcu.

A Ha crieyloLLmMIn OeHb OH caenan BUA, YTO HU-
yero He 6bIno. B cepaue cagHuMna paHa, ocTaBneH-
Hasa Onbron...

Motom Erop BCnomHun, Kak Ha wecTtom WHra
ccopunacb ¢ HAM. OH nocmen ynuunTb VHrvHy nog-
pyry B TOM, YTO OHa He 3HAET KIaCcCUKy pycCKO no-
asnun.

— Tbl kem cebsi Boobpa3nn?! — ApocTHO Hanaaa-
na Ha Hero [NeTpoBa n Gbina Noxoxa Ha 3aKuneB-
LN KODENHUK.

7J

Bo BcsikoM cnydae, psigoM C HEWn HanpsbkeHue
ObINI0 HEe MeHbLUEe ABYXCOT ABafLaTu BOSbT, U TOMb-
KO Map 13 yLien He Lén.

— A wmoxet, ToBapuw, BcesHanka pacckaxer
Ham 06 onepax Pumckoro-Kopcakosa?! Vnn ane-
MEHTapPHO C aHrnuinckoro nepeeneT?!

C aHrnuiickum y KoHpgakoBa Obln MOMHbIN 3a-
Ban. OTo To4HO. «Yero oHa pasopanacb?» — oule-
nomnéHHo ayman oH. WHry-to Erop He 3ageBan. A
yero eé 3ageBatb? B nutepatype n mysbike NeTpo-
Ba pasbupanack 0yab 3gopos! [la 1 Ha aHIMUNCKoM
Lwinapuna, Kak Ha pogHoM. loTom no gopore oMo
KoHaakoB MOHAN NpUYMHY €€ BHEe3arnHoro Bbinse-
cka: npocto VHra Kk Hemy HepaBHoAyLIHa!

W Ha cnegyrowmi oeHb nog npeanoroM noMoYvb
YTO-TO €My HanTu Erop 3amaHusn cBOK CUMNAaTUIO B
nabopaHTckyto. TaM OH Monya npuxkan e€ CBOUM
OonbLUMM TENOM K CTEHe U LenoBan 4O KpoBU eé
no-geTcku nyxnele rybwul. ViHra 3agpixanacb, HO He
oTTankuearna napHs.

— A npuay k Tebe cerogHs? — npoLuenTarn OH. —
Mpnay?

Ta 3amoTana ronoBon, rMa4s B ero rnasa nbs-
HbIMW rasamMu.

— MNoyemy? Beab 5 xe Tebe HpaBntoch...

OH onAaTb He ckasan: « Tbl MHe HpaBULLILCS!»

— .../Hra, ckopo Mbl 3aKOHYMM Y4YUTLCS U pa3b-
e[eMCs, MOXET, He YBUANMCS HUKOraa. ..

— B Tom n geno, Erop, pasbegemcs! Tbl co cBO-
el XeHown, a 1... YTo e Tbl paHbLUe?.. — BOPYr Npo-
pBannch y Heé B roroce Criésbl.

M BbiGexana u3 nabopaHTckon. PaHblie... A
4yTo paHbwe? XKeHy KoHpgakoB Bbibpan npasuib-
Hyto. He Bclo e xun3Hb no Onbre ctpagaTtb? KoHaa-
KoB cebe LieHy 3HaeT! Y)KeHckuM BHMMaHMeM obae-
NéH He 6bin. A VMpka yuyunacb Ha naparnmnenbHoM
Kypce. Xo3salka xopoLlasi: © NPUroToBUT — nasnb4un-
K1 obnmxeLlub, 1 YncTions. Xapaktep 6e3 BbIBEPTOB.
Hy n durypa — BCé npu Hew.

C VIHrom »uTb — TO K€ camMmoe, YTO rofibiM 3a0M
cnaeTb Ha aencTeyowem BynkaHe. dyasuamal.. U
BCé e OHa BornHoBana Eropa. Emy yacto, rmagsa Ha
WHry, xoTenock noBanuTb €€, 6ecnowagHo CMsTh,
NMOYYBCTBOBAB, KaK OHa W3BMBAETCs, MOCNyLUHasi
MY>XCKUM pykam. Kak cmeeT aTa AeBYOHKa 3aHo-
CUTLCS U KpU4aTb Ha YernoBeka, KOToporo nobut?!
Ho WHra cmena, a oH noyemMy-TO NO3BOSAS.

A Tenepb BOT JleHka... KOHEYHO, ero HblHELIHAA
naccusi Oblnia MeHee poMaHTUYHOW. MHra nobuna
ero 6eckopbICTHO, a JleHka ncnonb3yeT: 3acTaBuna
ero, Hanpumep, Ans cBoero peb&Hka mecTo B cagy
BbIOWTb. M BCE XXe MyX4MHa cumTan nosiBneHve eé
B CBOEW XM3HU NOAApPKOM CyabObl.



YTpom Erop ¢ Tpyaom otopBsan roriosy OT Mo-
OYLLIKN.

— Wp, kobe 3aBapu! — NONPOCK OH XeHy U 3a-
Kypwn.

— Erop, onatb gbimuwb, kak naposos! N kode!
A cam Ha cepgue xanyewbcs. Korga kapguorpam-
My cHMMeLb? YTo, Tebs k cebe B LEHTP TaWnTb?

— A Tbl y Hac BegéLUb 300pO0BLIN 06pas XKnsHu! —
BBSi3arncsi B nepenasnky My4uHa. — bykBanbHo 06-
paseL, ons nogpaxaHus! A 4er 9To OKypoYek ¢ yTpa
nopaHbLue B nenenbHuue? CepéxkuH, 4To nn?

— 4, no kpanHeln mepe, rMMHaCTUKY MO yTpam
aernaw u ¢ paboTbl NewKom Xoxy! — orpbi3Hynach
WpwuHa.

— Wpa, He 3aBoauchb, s Tebs ymonsito! Kode pgan!

— MNoxanyncta, Erop, caenai cerogHsa kapamo-
rpammy! — HanoMHMna XeHLWwwuHa, NogaBas ropsiHnNii
HaMWTOK U Lienys mMyxa.

Erop ons WpwHbl aBaguate net Obin ctaplumm
pebEHKOM, KOTOPOro HY>XHO Be3fde BOAMTb 3a PYKY.
«3Haewsb, Vp, MHe Ha paboTe HagoedaeT NPUHU-
MaTb pewenunsd. [lasan camal!» — rosopun oH. o no-
BOAY CBOEro 340poBbs KoHOaKoB TOXe He CIIULLKOM
Hanpsirancs. Cuntan cebs 6eccMepTHbIM, BUOUMO.

OH paccesiHHO kmBHyM. Kak 00bI4HO.

— Yt0 Tam y Tebs Ha paboTe? — CO4yBCTBEHHO
BCMOMHUIA XeHa.

— CMepTb Ha koHUe urnbl. BocbMuneTHuiA pe6é-
Hok. lMpuBenu Ha yporpadwmio, — beccTpacTHO OT-
BeTun KoHaakos.

— 3akno4veHre naTonoroaHaTomMoB korga oyaer?

— CerogHs unu 3aBTpa.

Erop ¢ Tskénbim cepguem WEn Ha pabory.
MpencTosn pasroeop c JIomoBoOW, MaTepbto Nornd-
LIero mMarne4uka.

HyxHo nu onuckiBaTb nonybe3ymHoe noBefe-
Hue matepu Eropku, koTopas, pbigasi, Knganacb Ha
Bpayen C Kyrnakamu n HasblBana ux younuammn? Ka-
TS, YOAEPXUBAS XKEHLLMHY CBOUMU CUSbHBIMU pyKa-
MU, MblTanacb €€ ype3oHuUTb. Ho ToW He HyXHbI Obl-
nn o6bsicHeHMs. MaTepu HyXeH 6bin cbiH. XKnBow 1
OTHOCUTENBHO 300POBbLIN.

Erop, noHumas ato, rnagen B rnasa Jlomoson,
He nbiTasicb onpaeaaTbes. [MoTOM edBa CrbIWHO
NPOWN3HEC:

— W3BuHuTe...

W ywén B otgeneHue.

— WN3BuHuTE?! — KpMuana Bcnea emy noTepsie-
was cbiHa MaTtb. — OH aymaer, s ero ussuHio! Cu-
4eTb byaelub, 60poB Hegope3aHHbIn!

OHa kpuyana 4To-TO eLlé, NbiTascb bexarb 3a
Eropom AnekcangpoBudem. HO Kpenkui caHuTap

Oner 3aropogun cobor Bxoa B otaeneHue. U, ctpo-
ro nosicHme: «He nonoxeHo!», 3axnonHyn asepb B
peaHumaunio.

KoHpakoB cuaen B CBOEM kabuHeTe n gepxkan-
Cs1 3a NeByto NONoBuHY rpyaun. Kats npotsHyna Hu-
TPOIMUUEPUH.

— Erop, ngn gomon! A cnpaentocb, — Npeanoxu-
na oHa.

— 3aknto4veHne naTtonoroaHaToMoB NPULLNO?

— [a, nocMoTpu: yBenu4yeHa BUITOYKOBaAs XKe-
nesa, cCMepTb BCIeACTBME anfeprnyeckoro oTéka
nérkmx. HukTo He cmor 6bl cnacTu aToro pebéHkal
Mo cyTn, oH ObIn obpedéH. He aToT cny4an, Tak
Opyron... — ybexpana weda EkatepuHa AHpgpe-
eBHa.

— Jlyywe Gbl Apyrown, — ropbko B3JOXHYI TOT.

...B cpeny HakoHey notenneno. [lepeBbs U Ky-
CTbl PAQOCTHO pa3Bopa4MBani HoBble HEXHO-3€eé-
Hble nucTodkn. FonybusHa BeceHHero Heba Obina
ocrnenuTensHa.

B OeBATb yTpa OTKpbINack ABEPb B OpAMHATOP-
ckyto. CKkBO3HsIK BecLiepeMOHHO nepenucTan UcTo-
pun 6onesHn ManeHbKUX NaumMeHToB Ha ctone Eka-
TepuHbl AHAPEEBHbI, He Nofdo3peBasi 0 BpavyebHoN
TanHe. B kabuHeT BOLLEN MONOAO0N YenoBeK HEBbI-
COKOro pocTa, B CEpPOM KOCTIOME U rasiCTyke.

— CnepoBatenb [loTtanos, — 6oapo npeacra-
Buncs oH. — Y JlomoBon CeeTnaHbl BacunbeBHbl B
BallleM OTAEeNneHnn CKOHYarncs CbiH.

W, He poxuaasice npurnatlenus, Notanos ycen-
csl B Kpecro.

— Yo BbI X0TENM BbI OT HAC yCnbIWaTh? — POB-
HbIM TONIOCOM MouHTepecoBarica Erop Anekcan-
OPOBMY.

— Hy, B nepBylo odepeab 4TO Bbl, yBaXaemble
AokTopa, BBeNnu pebeéHky? MNMocne KakMx MaHunynsi-
LU ymep npakTUy4eckn He GoneBLUMIA Manbymk? —
€XVAHO Crpocwun criegoBaTerb.

— To, 4TO 06ObIYHO BBOOAT Nepen NpoBeaeHnem
AaHHoro obcnenoBaHus. B uctopun 6onesHn Bcé
3adukcupoBaHo, — cyxo oteetun KoHgakos. — Eka-
TepuHa AHOpeeBHa, pacnopsanTech, YTOObI HaLWK
nctoputo Jlomosal!

— W nepeposnpoBka, no-Ballemy, UCKMOYaeT-
cs? — nogo3puTenbHO npodorkun MNMoTtanos.

Eropy 3axotenocb Has3BaTb €ro «MOMOKOCO-
COM» U BbILUBbIPHYTb 32 ABEPb.

— [a Kak Bbl pa3roBapvBaeTe C 3aBefyloLimMm
otgeneHmem?! — Benbinun goktop AdaHacbesa. —
Y Eropa AnekcaHopoBu4a cTax paboTbl — aABag-
uatb net! Bbl gaxe He B COCTOSIHUM NPeacTaBuUTb,
CKOIMbKO OH crac AeTCKUX XnaHen!



— MuHyTouKy, rocnoxa AdaHacbeBa! HUKTO He
ocnapvBaeT ero npexHue 3acnyru. Ho n Ha ctapyxy
OblBaeT npopyxa, — BbICOKOMEPHO COCTPWUIT MOJO-
[IOW YeroBek.

— ExaTtepuHa AHOpeeBHa, 3a4eM... — NonbiTan-
cs oxnaanTb Nbin konnern KoHaakos.

— WcTtopuio 6onesHn 4To-TO JONrO HE HECYT...
MocnegHne cpo4dHble UcnpaBneHnsa? — npodoskan
YNpaXHATbCS B OCTpoymMun Notanos.

3aBpeaHnMaumen HaBanurics BCEW TSXKECTbHO
CBOEro HarnofiHEHHOIro HEeMNpUsA3HbO B3rNsga Ha
NPbLITKOro criegoBaTens U OTYETNIMBO NPOU3HEC!

— VI3BUHWTE, Y MEHS1 04eHb MHOro paboTsl! 3a-
npoc Ha ncToputo, noxanyncral

— MNoxanyncrta! — cyeTnneo NopbIBLLMCE B NOPT-
dene, NpoTaHyn Gymary npMcMMUpEBLLNIA MOSOL0W
YyernoBek.

— OxupanTte! — 6pocnn KoHaakoB U Bbillen 13
OpAVNHATOPCKOW.

3a HuMm Bbiwna AdaHacbkeBa. [lotanos B oau-
HOYEeCTBe J0OXAancst MeacecTpy C UHTEPECYOLLMM
€ro IOKYMEHTOM.

— Mocnywai, Erop! OH ¢ Hamu pasroBapuvBan,
Kak OyaTo Mbl Bnpaegy younubl! — NpOKOMMEHTUPO-
Bana B KOHLle CMeHbl Gecely co crnegoBaTenem
ExkaTtepuHa AHopeeBHa.

— A k10 MbI, Katb? Younupl! «O6opoTHM B Be-
nbix xanatax»! W, rmaBHoe, Tbl oOpaTtuna BHUMa-
HMe, KaK BCE Y Hero 3amedarernbHO CKNaablBaeTCs:
BOT TPYM, @ BOT NPECTYNHUKN — Bepu caxaw B TIOpb-
My! Cya CO CpPOKOM 3akmnitoueHUs TOrbKO onpene-
NUTbCA JOIMKEH. 3aMeTuna, YTo 3TOT XJblLL, BECb OT
cyacTbs NpsAMO CBeTUTCA? [bIpKy, HaBepHo, B NUA-
Xake yxe cebe npokosblpsan. Ona opgeHa. Onac-
HbIX NpecTynHukoB crosun! — 3no orteetun Erop
AnekcaHgpoBuu.

...CnepnoBarenb 3asaBuncs Yepes Tpu aHsi. KoH-
[aKOB OMSITb XOTenN, COCNaBLUNCh Ha 3aHATOCTb, U3-
OexaTb paccrnpocoB ambULMO3HOIO MOSIOAOro Ye-
noeeka. Ho ToT noobelLlan B TakoM criy4ae Bbi3BaTb
OOKTOPOB B NMPOKyparypy.

— Cnywato Bac! — ¢ Tpyaom caoepxusas pasgpa-
KeHWe, NoBepHyI 1O K MNoTanosy 3aBOTAENEHNEM.

— Hackonbko, Erop AnekcaHgpoBuy, 6bi1no 060o-
CHOBaHO OaHHoe obcriegoBaHMe? — cnpocun crie-
Josarernb.

— O6ocHoBaHO. Y Manedvka Obina BANOTEKy-
Liasi, Nnoxo nogaatoLasicsl neveHno MHAPEKUMs Mo-
4YeBbIBOOALLMX MyTeN, — NOSACHUN JOKTOp KoHaakoB.

— A ecniu Obl Bbl 3Hanu, 4YTO y HErO0 MOXET Ha-
CTYNMUTb CMEPTb B CUITY ero 0COBEHHOCTEN? — yTOY-
Hun MNoTanos.

— Pasymeertcs, A He cTtan 6bl NpoBoOLMPOBaTHL
NoaobHbIN Xo4 COObITUN.

— B Takom crnyyae nodemy He Gbinv NpoOBeLEHbI
JOMNONHUTENbHbIE 00CnenoBaHUs MO BbIABNEHUIO
YBENMUYEHMS BUITOYKOBOW XKernesbl?

— BeposATHOCTbL cMepTh Bo Bpems yporpadoumn —
OOWH K OBYM TbicsidaMm. [NpukaxkeTe OBYM TbicsiHam
nauMeHToB nepen obrnyvyeHnem nosiCHUYHOW obna-
CTM NPOBOAUTL OOMOSTHUTENBHO 06NyYeHue rpya-
HOWM KNEeTKN? — Bmellanach B pa3roBop EkatepuHa
AHOpeeBHa.

—lMNpuikaxy! —XMBO OTKNMNKHYNCS CriefoBaTenb. —
W Bam, magemyasens AdaHacbeBa, — BbiAENWB Cro-
BO «MajeMyaserby», NpogoiiKu OH, — S Obl JINYHO
cBOMX feTen BoobLLe He fosepwn! MockonbKy y Bac
HeT cobCTBEHHLIX. Bbl HMKOrAa He MOVMETE YyBCTB
maTepu! MNaumeHTbl AnNs Bac NPOCTO NMNOCTOPOHHME.
Pabouunn, Tak ckasatb, Matepuan!

— Y Hac 410, NpodnpurogHoCTb B neanaTpumn
Tenepb ONpeaenseTca Hanu4Mem unm oTCyTCTBMEM
NNYHBIX OeTen? — NocepeB NULOM, XONOAHO Napu-
poBana KatepuHa.

«CBonoub! OTkyaa-To BeAb y3Han! A 1o, 4To en
Hemnb3si poXaTb...» — MerbKHYNo B ronose y Eropa.
OH noHsmM, Y4TO Kak pas celvac OCYyLLEeCTBUT 3aBET-
HOe XeraHue BbILBbIPHYTb BOH 3TOro raféHbllla.
KoHpakoB cxBaTumn Menkoro Mosnoaoro Yeroseka 3a
LUIMBOPOT CBOEN MOryyen pykon W, HeB3upasd Ha
npoTecTbl U yrpo3bl [loTanoBa, NMPOBOMOK €ro Ko
BXOLHOW ABepun oTaeneHus. Nonyyns oT cBOUX He-
pa3yMHbIX LEeNCTBMI MOpasibHOE YAOBINETBOPEHNE,
Erop AnekcaHapoBu4d pelunn, He Bo3Bpallasicb B
OpOMHATOPCKYH, MOCMOTPETH MOCTYMNMBLLYHO BYEpa
OEBOYKY.

— EneHa MBaHoBHa! — obpaTtuncs oH kK men-
cecTpe, BXO4s B nanary.

BHesanHo cunbHas krydas ©Oonb 3acTtaBuna
KoHaakoBa cxBaTUTLCA 3a NEBYHO MOMOBUHY TPYAN.
lycton TymaH 3actenun masa. «[eim... Kypatl..» —
ycnen nogymatb Erop un 6okom 3aBanuncs Ha nor.

MepncecTpa BCKpUKHYNa 1 no3sarna ¢ OTYasiHUEM:

— EkaTtepuHa AHpgpeeBHa! Erop AnekcaHga-
pPOBMM...

Bb6exaBluiasa Kats yBuaena nexatiero Ha nony
KoHgakoBa v TonkHyna nnadyuyto EneHy k nocto-
BOMY TenedoHy:

— Kapanonoros Bbi3biBaii!

Cama ¢ caHuTapkon yrnoxwuna 3aBefytoLlero
Ha KyweTKky. Bce penctBus, pacnopspkeHus —
Ha aBTOMaTe.

— Cenvac, Erop, cenvac, — wentana EkatepuHa
AHOpeeBHa.



CneumnanumavpoBaHHass Opuraga npumyanachb B
CYMTaHble MUHYTLI. [narHocTmpoBany OB6LUMPHBIN UH-
apkT. KoHgakoBa CpoYHO YBE3MNN B KAPAWOLIEHTP.

— Waow pabotaii! — c Henpusa3HbIO NocoBeToBarna
AdpaHacbeBa B TOCKe onycTuBLUel ronosy EneHe. —
Heobsi3aTensHO BceM JEMOHCTPUPOBATL CBOE Y-
Hoe rope! MocTbiannach Obi!

JleHa ropgo nogHsina TPSICYLMNCS OT COepXu-
BaeMbIX pblgaHunii nogbopoaok.

— A MHe cTblanTbesa Hedero! A ntobnto ero! —
oTBeTUNna oHa.— A Bbl 003aBMAOBanMCb NPAMO
Ha MOK MOJSIOOO0CTb U KpacoTy!

BnepBble BoiHa B3rnsg0B Obina 03BydeHa.

JleHe u BnpaBay kasanocb B 3TOT MOMEHT, YTO
Eropa oHa ntobut. A aTa MopanucTka. ..

— EneHa VMBaHoBHa, «Temy nobsu» obbirpaete
aoma c myxxem. Uinn, ecnu xotute, ¢ MpuHon Anek-
CeeBHON.

«En e no3BoHUTb Hago!» — BcnoMHuna Kartsa
npo xeHy KoHgakosa.

— EkatepuHa AHgpeeBHa, Bbl 3abbinn? Ero k
HaMm NpuBE3Nnu, — HEFPOMKO OTBETWIa Ha Opyrom
KoHLe npooga VpuHa.

Kate ctano ctbigHo. Kak OygTo oHa BHOBb BMe-
Lwanacb B UX CeMeNHbIe OTHOLLEHNS.

— Kak oH? — kopoTko cnpocuna AdaHacbesa.

— OnepupytoT, — Tak e KopoTko oTBeTuna Vpu-
Ha AnekceeBHa.

Erop nexan ¢ pa3BopoYeHHOWN rpyaHON KreTKon
N 3anpoKMHYTbIM OnegHbIM NMLOM U paBHOZYLUHO
cMoTpen Ha cebsi cBepxy 1 cboky. Kak MOCTOPOHHMIA.
Hap ero rpy3HbiM TENOM CKITOHUITUCH KOMNMern — kap-
AVOXUPYpPru... K ero MOLLHONM pyKe TAHyNnachk TOHKUM
Npo3payHbiM LynanbLuemM kanenbHuua... MoHOTOH-

Ho pabotana WMBIJI... KoHgakoB 3Han, 4To Bcé Gec-
nonesHo. OH He BEPHETCH B 3TO TeNO C KPOBOTOYa-
wnm cepauem. 3adem? OH yctan. NpocTto yctan...
Erop Bugen, 4To B OnepaumoHHyO BOLLMA >XeHLMHA
B 3€MEHOM XMPYpPruyeckoMm kocTiome u macke. OHa
TMXO cena B yrny u ctana ymonatb KoHgakoa He
nokuaaTb Ux ¢ cbiHoM: «locnoaum, nNycTb, NycTb 3TU
€ero UHTPWXKM Ha paboTe, s npuBbIkNa. Tonbko Obl
xun! Tonbko 6bl... Mocnogm!y VipuHa He ymena mo-
nntbes. «XKeHay, — y3Han Erop. W noHan, 4to Bep-
HyTbCs npuaétcsa. OHa He oTnycTuT. U ewwé kTo-1o
ero He otnyckan. Kakas-To »eHLMHa co CBETMbIMU
Boriocamu. KoHaakoB He MOr BCMIOMHUT. ..

— 3awwuBaem, — pacnopsagunca Anekcees, Be-
aywmn xmpypr. — Cnaea 6ory! Bcé obownocb. Hy
4yTO Tam ewe? Npa, Tbl 4TO 34echb Aenaewb?!

MpuHa AnekceeBHa pbigana, cuga Ha nony
OonepaumnoHHON. ..

EkaTepuHa AHOpeeBHa B MpayHbIX Aymax Ope-
na no ynuue. Ha octaHoBke ctoaAn Erop. Kats
B34pOrHyrna oT HEOXUAAHHOCTU U BrMsiAenach B Nun-
1o. INMOCTOPOHHUI MYy>XYMHA C BbI3OBOM MOCMOTPEN
3enéHbiMu rmasamu KoHaakosa en B rnasa.

KatepuHa onyctuna ronoBy U MeasieHHOo noLuna
nomon. [loma xaanu otey, u matb. OHa eANHCTBEH-
Hasl [0Yb, «CBET B OKOLLKe». A 3aBTpa — OObIYHbIN
pabounii geHb. VI obbsicHeHNs co crnegoBaTtenem
[MoTanoBbIM, KOTOPbIA HaBEpHsSIKA KOHOAKOBCKMWM
WH(APKT BOCMNPUMET Kak JTOBKMI YXOA4 OT YronoB-
HOW OTBETCTBEHHOCTU. I AeTu, KoTopbiXx Heobxoau-
MO cnacartb... [NocTtopoHHMe? Hert, a1o €€ getu! Yto
Obl TaM HM roBopunu MNotanossbl, ViBaHOBLI, [NeTpo-
Bbl, cnegoBaTenu, komnneru... VI paxe pogutenu
3TUX OEeTEeN.
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