W HuKkakme ogyBaH4YMKN, CBETSLLMECS B CBEXEN
3enéHown TpaBe, bonblue He pagoBanu Kcrowy... He
B1aeTb Gbl BOOOLLE BCe 3TV AypaukuMe LBETOYKM!
3a4eM OHM TONbKO cyLlecTBytoT? Jllogen ryouts?!

OayBaHYMKM MOMN CKOMbKO YrogHo K3obpa-
XaTb M3 cebsi ManeHbKue COnHbILKA, OeBoYke
Oonblue He ObiNo Ao Hux Aena. XusHb eé Obina
KOHYeHa. Pa3Be MOXHO XWUTb C ABOWKOM MO TEXHO-
nornn?!

naganu! A Hag cobor NoCMeATbLCSA He Nofy4vanoch,
XOT MaMa He pas noBTopsna:

— YBaxato, KceHsi! Tel cnocobHa Ha camoupo-
HUtO. [Nsa KpacuBom OeBOYKN 3TO OYEHb BaXKHOE Ka-
YeCTBO, YTOObI KpbILLY HE CHEeCro...

OHa — kpacuBas geBodka?! Kciowa 3axnebHy-
nace crnesamu. B Hocy xntonano Ha BCKO OKpyry, U
NPULLNOCH OCTAHOBUTbLCS, YTOObI AOCTaTb M3 paHLua
OymaxHble candeTtkn. Bcé-takm connmBbin MOHCTP

— Y 1€6s pyKu He U3 TOro MecTa pacTyT, — no- 70 ewé npotueHee obbl4HOrO... Hy noyemy pogutenu

BTOpsifia OHa LWENOTOM CrfioBa YYUTENbHULbLI, U
CKONb3KMe OT Cné3 rybbl Ha4YMHaNM NPOTUBHO pac-
nonsarbCsl.

Moyemy 0o cux nop HUKTO He rosopun Kciowwe,
YTO OHa — XYTKMM MOHCTP? Pykm He oTTyga pa-
CTYT — KaKk OHa cama He 3amedana atoro?! Begpb
cMoTpernach Xe B 3epkarno... Heyxenu Bce cTpalu-
Hble CyLLeCTBa, 3TU rMapbl U FrOProHbl, O KOTOPbIX
Kciowa untana, Toxe Bugenu cebsd BMoOmHe Hop-
ManbHbIMK? Kocuuku no 6okam, kak TpebytoT npa-
BWMa MX r’MMHa3uK1, ABa CepbIX rnasa, oauH Hoc...
Pot, moxerT, 6onblwesaTt? Ho ato, HaBepHoe, NoTO-
My YTO OHa YacTo yrnbibaeTcs.

Tonbko He cenyac. bonble Kctowa He ynbi6-
HEéTcs Hukorga! U yxxe Tem Oonee He cTaHeT cme-
artbesa. Hag yem?

Pa3Be ecTb B Mupe 4To-TO 3abaBHee OeBATU-
NeTHen OeBOYKK, Y KOTOPOW PYKM PacTyT HE U3 TOro
MecTta? OQHOKITACCHMLbI NPAMO YyTh C NapT HE MNo-

CTOMbKO NEeT CKpbiBanu e€ ypoacTBo? XoTa NX MOX-
HO MNOHATb, KOHe4yHo! Komy xo4etcsi npu3Hasarthb,
4yTO ero pebEéHoK — vYyaoBuLLe?

BbiTepes Hoc, Kcrowa ornagenack. OkasbiBaeT-
cs, OHa ye 3abpena B napk, Yepes KOTopbIN BCeraa
xoamna B Lwkony. Eé gom — xénTto-po3oBbiv, pa-
OOCTHbIV — X[an cpasy 3a BUTOM OpaHXeBOW orpa-
Aoun. Ho kak oHa moxeT BepHyTbcsa Tyga? [lputa-
LNTb CBOE YYryHHOE, KaK manuHa rmps, 4Y€pHoe ro-
pe B VX COMMHEYHYIO KBapTUpYy...

«51 Gonblue HMKorga He BEPHYCb JOMOW, — OHa
CYOOPOXHO BCxnunHyna. — He nongy B wkony. He
NOCTYNMO B MHCTUTYT. A Byay XuTb B KOPOBOUKe m
€CTb ronyoemny.

Eé camy yxxacHyna ata MbICIb, BeAb ronyou ewn
HpaBunucb. OcobeHHo Te, benble, KOTOPbIX BbIMy-
ckann B Hebo u3 ronybsatHM 3a napkom. OHM Tak
cBOOOAHO M KpacMBO Mapunun cpeam BbITAHYTbIX U1
npo3padvHbIX unun nyxnbix odnakos! Y Kcrowm gaxe



ceppue TpeneTano, Korga oHa crieguna 3a nonéTom
3TUX MTUL. A NNeyn camu HavvMHanu OBUratbCH,
CITOBHO 3a CMMHOW pacnpaBnsincb Kpbinbs... [lo-
netetb Obl 3a ronydsamu! Bnutbcsa B Ux cTak U Kpy-
XWUTb HaZ ropodom, Xxoxoya Hag YEpHbIMU Oblpamu
pasuHyTbIX pTOB. Hy Aa, 1 B3pocrble, U 4eTU TOYHO
3agpanu 6bl ronoBbl U axanu Hanepebon! Yacto nu
YBUANWLLDb FETAIOLLYHO OEBOYKY?

Tak 4to rony6en Kcrowa Bcerga cuutana cBou-
Mu gpyseamu. Hy Oygywmmn gpysbsmu! A cBoux
Onun3knx pasee egaT?

— Byagy »uTb B KOpoboyke n ecTb ronyben, —
noBTOpMa OHa, 3aBOPOXEHHAas rNyOMHON CBOEro
nageHusi, — Kak GoMX, KOTOpPOro 3a rapaxamu nomn-
Manm...

OT cyacTnMBOM M CBETMNON XU3HW €€ oTaensn
O[MVH napLUMBbIN LiBeTOYeK. To ecTb 370 y Kctowum oH
Bbillen MapLiuBbIM, @ Ha OO0CKe BbIrnsgen O4YeHb
Aaxe cumnaTnyHbiM MakoM. Ero Hago 6bino npocTo
aKKypaTHO BbILWWTbL anbiMU U 3eMNEHLIMU HUTKaMM
Ha 6enown candeTke.

M Kcrowa oyeHb ctapanack! Ho mynuHe BCTy-
NUNY B 3aroBOp C YLUACTOW UIOfIKOW — Tak AeBo4Ka
HasblBana uronky ¢ 6onbwum ywkom. OHu cneuu-
anbHO MyTanucb 1 NepenneTanncb BoooLLEe He TaMm,
rae HyxHo. CTexku pasberanucb B pasHble CTOPO-
Hbl, Kak OyaTo OblM paccbiNaHHbIMK MO Nony Ae-
Tanbkamm «Jlero». M, rmaBHoe, Bce oka3anuchk pas-
HOW ONWHbI!

MpaBga, Kcrowa pasrnagena aTto ToSMbKO cen-
yac, 4OCTaB NPOKMATYHO BbILUMBKY U3 BOKOBOro Kap-
MaHa paHua. CyHyna Tyaa Hacnex, 4Tobbl cnpataTb
eé oTO Bcex, Korga yuutenbHuua... Hy, B obuiem,
KOrZia BbICTaBIISANN OLEHKM.

A noka WEn ypok, oHa BblWwMBana ¢ yaoBOJib-
CTBMEM U [axe pajoBanacbh, Kakol KpacuBbI Mo-
nyyaetcs Mak.

Kclowa yxe Bugena, kak nogapuT ero mame, a
Ta obpagyeTcs 1 pacuenyer eé:

— YMHuua mos! PykogenbHuua.

«f Hukoraa He yBuxy mamy! A nany...»

OT0 rope Tak ygapurno B camoe cepgue, yTo
Kctowa BbIpoHUIIA CMATY0 candeTky C YPOACKUM
LBETKOM. A NMPOAOXHYB, B APOCTM Hayana TontaTb
eé. Ecnn 6 He aBorka, OHM Bce »unu Obl Tak xe
Beceso 1 cyactnmeo! A Tenepb BCE ncnop4veHo. Hu-
kakoro Oygyuiero... Hukorga en He nonyynTtb pabo-
Ty B KMHO, Kak AaBHO Me4dTanock! MoTomy 4ToO cue-
HapPUWCTbI HE XUBYT B KOPODOOYKaX...

Moyemy-To HK pasy Kciowa gaxe He nogymana
o ToMm, ByayT nn eé pyratb 3a ABowky. Ckopee Bce-
ro, HeT, Beab €€ poguTenu He 0cobo MHTEepecoBa-

NNCb LIKOMNbHBbIMY OLeHKaMu. [laxke JHEBHUK 3abbl-
Banu noanuceiBatb! MoxHo 6bino BooOLWe yTanTb
3Ty AypaLKylo OBOVKY, HO HE B HeW e Obiro aeno!
A B TOM, YTO YyOoOBMLLE, Y KOTOPOrO PYKU HE OTTyaa
pacTyT, He AOIMKHO XUTb cpeaun niogen. 310 xe
NpsiMO CTpaLUHas ckaska, a He Xu3Hb oygeT!

Tspkeno gpllia, oHa cMoTpena Ha BTOMNTaHHYo B
3eM0 TPA3HYI0 TPSANouky. BOT yxe n He pasrns-
OVLWb 3TOT YPOACKUN LBETOYEK... Ero Bonblue HeT.
U eé Toxe.

Moguenue 3a NSIMKY XXENTO-CUPEHEBDLIN paHel,
AeBoYKa notawmna ero no napky. Hago 6bino Haii-
TV KOPODOUKY, B KOTOPOWM MOXHO CMpsiTaTbCs OT BCe-
ro mupa. Ml HuKkTo Gonblue He 3acTaBuT €€ BbILU-
BaTb. W He nocTtaBuT ABouky! CmesiTbcs He cTa-
HYT...

Bynert oHa nexatb cebe, CBEPHYBLUUCH, KaK UX
KoLlKka Arnucka, a Hodamu BbIXOOUTb Ha OXOTy. UH-
TepecHo, Anuca cmorna 6bl nonmaTts ronyba? A ec-
N NOMy4YUTCst CXBaTUTbL MTULY, YTO C HEW Adenatb
panbLue?

— ®y! — BbipBanock y Kcrowu, korga Boobpaxe-
HMe ObICTPEHBKO HapMCOBano HECKONbKO KapTu-
HOK — 0fjHa NPOTUBHEE [pPYroMn.

Eé pake 3aTOLIHMIIO OT 3TUX MbICIIEN, N OEBOY-
Ka 3aToponunacbk — TOMbKO Obl HE Ha rnasax y no-
aen. NMapk y HUX OrpOMHBbIN, B HEM FErko 3aTtepsThb-
csi. OTO M3 LIKOMbl JOMOW OHa BCerga XoguT... TO
€CTb Xoauna no ueHTpansHow annee. N Hukyaa He
cBOpadvvBana, NoToMy 4YTO POAUTENW B3ANN C Heé
CTpAaLUHYIO KNATBY: HY LIAry — HX BNPaBo, HU BIeBO.
Ho cenuac Kctowa morna genatb BCE YTO YroAHO.
Benob poguTenu Gonblue HUKOTAA He YBUAST CBOHO
€[VHCTBEHHYIO [OYKY U He Y3HaKT O €€ AOMUKe
B KOpOOOUKe...

Accbansta nog Horamy Gonblue He 6bino, Aa u
TPONUHKa TO 1 Aeno Tepsinack cpean KycToB. 34echb
pocrna He CUpeHb, Kak Ha bonbLuow annee, kotopasi
ceMyac Tak (paHTacTM4ecku LiBena u nputsarueana
apoMaTomMm, a KakMe-TO He OYeHb KpacuBble, Noxma-
Thle KyCTapHUKMN.

— Hwuyero, — npo6opmotana Kciowa, — cpean
Takux Tebe 1 Hago Xutb.

BoT nepeBbsi ObinNy 3HaKOMbIMU — Oepésbl, Co-
CHbI, enu... To n geno 3agupas ronosy, 4eBOYKa Ito-
boBanacb 1nx 3enéHbIMU MakyLLKamMm, KOTopble Mep-
HO MoKayMBanucb, LEennsast ocnenutenbHo bernble
obnaka.

E 3axoTenocb NOCMOTPETb Ha HUX NOZOrbLUE, U
Kctowa nerna, BbITAHynacb Ha TpaBe, MOMOXNUB pa-
Hey psagom. OH ewgé mor en noHagobuTbes, Bedb
YMpET OHa, CKOpee BCEro, OCEHbI — OT Xoropa.



A neto nNpuaéTca Kak-To NepexunTb... B paHue ecTb
TeTpaaku, B KOTOPbIX MOXHO pUCOBaTb, €CNK CTaHeT
CKY4YHO. W y4eBHMKM, KOTOpble OHa COXOKET Xomnopg-
HOWM HOYbIO. BOT TOMbKO Kak-To Hafo A00bITb OroHb.

TpaBa okaszanacb Ténnow n markon. Kcrowa ga-
Xe ynblbHynacb OT yooBOMbCTBUSA, MMsas B Oecko-
HEYHYID CUHEBY, HO MOTOM ChoOXBaTunacb, 4TO
XN3Hb €€ KOHYEeHa U pagoBaTtbcs Gorblue Hevemy.
CxaB rybbl, OHa JaXKe NPUKYCUITa HUXKHIOK, YTOD He
cmena BecTu cebs, kak 3abnaropaccygutcs!

W TyT oHa yBuagena... cobaky! He HacTosLyto —
obnayHyto. benasi, bonblias, ¢ TopyalMmm, Kak y
OBYapKM, yLIAMM U NYLLUMCTLIM XBOCTOM, OHa Mribina
Hag Bepxyllkamu coceH. PackpbiTad nactb eé He
n3gasana, KOHeYHO, HUKaKMX 3ByKoB, HO KctoLue no-
Mepelwunocb, 0yato cobaka Beceno naet, TOYHO
30BET €€ Kyaa-To.

BbicTpo BcTaB Ha YeTBepeHbky, Kctolla Heoxu-
OaHHO Ans cebsi raBkHyrna en Bcnea.

— On! — BblpBanoch y Heé.

[eBouka npwxarna Ko pTy nagoLuKy U UCnyraHHO
ornagenacb, HO HUKTO He 3abpedan B 3Ty 4acTb
napka. 3anpokuHyB ronosy, Kciowa cHoBa Hawna
B3rns4oM cobaky n Bckovmna:

— 3N, Tbl kyaa?!

A cobaka yxxe ckpblBarnacbh 3a ePEBbAMMU. ..

3abbiB 0 paHue, geBoyka Gpocunachb 3a Hew
cnegomM. OHa He cmorna 6bl 06bsAcHUTL cebe, 3a-
YyeM TaK Ba)XHO BMAETb 3TO Becénoe obnako, Ho
TOYHO 3Hana, YTo He MOXET MOTepsATb ero cemnyac.
Kakaa-To HeBuaMMasi HUTb MPOTAHyNachb Mexay
Hew 1 aTon HebecHon cobakon... N Kcrowa Gexana
CO BCEX HOT B Ty CTOPOHY, KyAa BeTep rHan obnaka.

— Mopoxaun! — KpMkHyna oHa 1 3acmesnachb, 3a-
ObIB, YTO HeJaBHO 3anpeTuna cebe 31O Aenatb. —
[oroHto!

W Bopyr...

OCTaHOBMBLUMCL MOCPEAM KPOLUEYHOWM MOrIsiH-
KW, OeBoYKa, 4acTo Moprasi, ycTaBunachb Ha ocTaB-
NEHHYI0 Nog KyCTOM KOpoBouky. TOYHO Takyto, Ka-
Kas npeacraenanack en. byaywmin jomuk — oo ca-
MOW CMepTHU.

Kctowa meaneHHo nogHsana ronosy, HO cobaku
yXe He Obino BuaHo. E€ cmeHnnm obblvHbIe 0bna-
Ka — 6echopMeHHbIE N HE YMEIOLLNE CMEATHCA.

— Tbl NpuBEna MeHs K MOel KopoboUuke? —y Heé
onsATb NepexsaTUo roprio.

Cnésbl, oka3blBaeTCs, HUKyAa He YLMu, OHWU
ObIfIM HAroTOBE U BEPHYITUCh CIIMLIKOM MOCMELUHO,
OHa He ycnena nogrotoBuTbes. M3 rmas pasom Bbl-
TEKIM CMNE3NHKW, a M3 ropria BbipBasncs CyOOpOX-
HbIA BCXNUM.
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BricTpo BbITEpPEB LWEKM, Kctowa rmyboko B3gox-
Hyna, NbITadgCb NOAABUTL Nnad, U 06pe"EHHO Hanpa-
BUMacb K Kopobke. Horm eé crierka 3annertanuce,
OyaTo oTKasbiBanMcb UATW MO MyTW, YTOTOBNEHHOMY
cyabbon. A Ha nnevn HaBanunacbk HEBEAOMO OTKyAa
B3SIBLLASICS TSPKECTb, M AEBOYKA Aaxe cropbunace.

«BoT Tenepb 4 TouHO uyauule... Kak u3 ckasku
«ANEHbKUIN LBETOYEKY. TOMBKO MEHS YK€ HUKTO He
cnacét! Manb4mkun xe He MPOCHAT y CBOUX OTLOB
LBETOYKU... A C OEeBOYKOM A cama He Byay ueno-
BaTbcs! Ewwé yero!» — Kctolla cHoBa TS)Keno B340X-
Hyna v npucena.

W TyT... Kopobouka weBenbHynacho!

B3BuarHyB, AeBoyka pesko OoThpsiHyna OT Heé,
ONpOKMHynack u cena Ha 3emnto. OTTankuBasch ka-
fnydkamun Tydpenb, oHa BGbICTPO Mononana Hasag.
Ceppue y Heé 3akonoTturnoch, n Ha mur Kctowa ga-
Xe ornoxna.

A Korga B ywax nepecrano LyMeTb, C y>KacoMm
pasnuyuna, YTo NOBMU3rMBAET HE TOSBbKO OHA...

— K70 Tam?!

Ho kopobouka nagana ToNbKO TOHEHBKUN 3BYK,
NMOXOXWA Ha CKYNEéx.

— Tam KTO-TO eCTb? — Ha BCAKWM Cry4yan NoBTO-
puna oHa, XOTS y)Xe Ha4ana goragbiBaTbCs, YTO OT-
BETa He MOonyyunT.

Heckonbko cekyHn Kctowa cobupanacb ¢ gy-
XOM, MOTOM BCTasna Ha KOMIEHKN U OCTOPOXHO MoA-
nonana K kopobke. KTo-1o 6bi1 BHYTpK, B 3TOM fe-
BOYKa y>ke He coMHeBanacb. Ho kto? Baopyr MoHcTp,
elwé bonee cTpallHbIA, YeM OHa cama?!

MoxHo 6bIno ragate 4O camoro Bevepa... Mnu
fexaTb oTctoda Kyga rmasa msagar... Ho nobonbiT-
cTBO ObINo Kyaa cunbHee ctpaxa! OHo camo nog-
HSAMO €€ PyKM 1 3aCTaBUIO UX PacKpPbITb KAPTOHHbIE
CTBOPKM, 3aKpbiBaBLUME KOPOOKY cBepxy. A MOTOM
BblHyauMno Kclowy HaknoHUTLCA U 3arnisHyTb
BHYTPb...

— On! — BckpukHyna oHa. — LeHo4ku! Kpoxoty-
NEYKM Kakue...

Ckynun TONnbKO OAWH — OeneHbKUn C PbiKUM
NSATHBILKOM. Tpoe Apyrux nexanu HenogBuxHo, a
OH MblTancd nonsatb Mo HUM. Ho Bce OHM Obinn
CMNVLLKOM MareHbKUMWU, HaBEPHOE, TONbKO poau-
NNCb, 1 Yy LIEHKa eLé aaxe He nonyyanocb nepe-
auratbcsi. OH GeCnoMOLLHO ThiKancst MOpPLOYKOn
TO B CBOUX OpaTtbes, TO B AHMLLE KOPOOKM, KOTOpas
Aaxe He Obina HMYeM 3acTeneHa.

3a40XHYBLUMCb OT HEXHOCTU, Kctolla oCcTopox-
HO B3Ana LUEeHKa 1 npuxana ero K rpyau.

— AX Tbl MOW XOPOLLEHbKUIN, — nporena oHa. —
A rge xe Bawa mama? Kyga oHa genacbk?



LLleHOK Tbikancs B HE€ KpoLUEYHbIM MOKPbIM HO-
com u nuan. bonee npekpacHoro 3Byka Kctolua He
cnblwarna B cBoeu xusHu! maskn y Hero 6binn egsa
NPUOTKPbLITLI, HABEPHOE, OH eLLE 1 BUOETb Kak cne-
AyeT He Hay4duncs.

MpwmkaBLUMCL K TENSIOMY TeNbLy LEKOWN, AeBOY-
Ka 3akpblna rnasa:

— Tbl Mol. Mo. A Tebs HUKomy He otgam. ATo
Xe s Hawna Tebsa! Tonbko AaBan Mbl 1 TBOMX Opa-
TVKOB JOCTaHEM.

AKKYpaTHO OMyCTMB LUEHKAa Ha TpaBKy, OHa CHO-
Ba 3arnsiHyna B KOpPobKy U 03agadeHHO Haxmypu-
nacb. LWWeHkn He wesenunuce. Novemy-To en ctano
He no cebe OTTOro, Kak Kpenko OHM crasu...

[eBouka 60A3NMBO MPOTAHYNa PykKy U TyT Xe
pes3Kko OTAEPHYNa e€, OLLYTMB HEXMBOWN XOMOA.

— [a oHu xe...

[oroeoputb Kctowa He cmorna. Tonbko BbICTpo
3aKkpbina KOpoOKy 1 cxBaTuria CBOErO LEHKa, YTOObI
BEPHYTb fagowkam >xuBoe Tenmno. Heyknioxue
OBWXEHMS Marnbilla 3acTaBunm yxac oTCTynuTb, HO
Kctowa 4yBcTBOBana, 4To Mo CnvHe TO U eno npo-
OeratoT BOMnHbI 03HODOa, Kak ObiBano Bo Bpemsi 6o-
nesHu.

— Ho g xe He Goneto, — npowenTana oHa, — a
OHU. ..

Mpwxrmas LWeHKa, eBOYKa HEKOTOPOE BpeMS
HEeMnoABMXHO cuaena Bo3sne kopobku. Eé mbicnu
CHavana nyTanucb, Kak Te HUTKKU — KpacHasi u 3ené-
Hasl, M3-3a KOTOPbIX BCE 3TO M CRYyYMNOCb C HeWn
B 9TOT [€Hb.

[MoTom B ronioBe Havyano MeafieHHO NPOSICHATb-
cs, u Kciowa noHana: ecnu 6 oHa He nomnyyuna
OBOWKY U HE NpUHsNa peLleHne Xntb B kKopobouke,
TO HM 3a YTO He oKasanachk 6bl B 9TON 3abpOLLEHHON
yacTu napka... A He 3ameTuna 6bl cobaky-obnako un
He nobGexana Okl 3a Hel, He HaTKHynack 6bl Ha 6po-
LIEHbIX LEHKOB. ..

«HaBepHoe, nx mama ymepna, — goraganacb
aesoyka. — U npespaTtunack B Ty HebGecHyto coba-
Ky... BoT noyemy oHa BbiBena MeHsl K LieHkam!
Y106 a cnacna ux. Xots 6bl 0gHOro...»

En 6b1no ropbko OTTOro, Y4TO OHa MpuLlna croga
Tak no3gHo. Ho He onosagana xe coscem!

— £1 noToM BepHyCb C Nanon, U Mbl MOXOPOHUM
TBOMX BpaTunkoB, — wWwenHyna Kcrowa wweHky. — A To
4YeM 51 BbIKOMNato AMKY? Y MeHsl e HeT ¢ cobow no-
naTku.

Tonbko cenyac oHa BCMOMHMMNA O paHue, bpo-
LEHHOM [4e-TO B 3apocnsx, U BCTpeneHynachb.
BepHyTbcs 6€3 Hero, KOHeYHO, MOXHO 6bIno... Ho
Kctowwe BOopyr NpuULLINIO B FOMOBY, YTO KTO-TO YYXXOMN
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MOXET HaWTK ero 1 yBUAeTb B AHEBHMKE OBOWKY MO
TexHonorun. EANHCTBEHHYH0, HO cCaMyto MO30pHYIO!
Begb MMeHHO OHa BblgaBana CTpalUHyH TanHy: y
Kctowwm pyku pacTyT He 13 TOro Mecra. ..

B TOM, 4TO OHa BO3BpaLLaeTCa AOMOW, AEBOYKA
He comHeBanacb. MoXHO ObINTO CKOMNbKO YroAHO pu-
CKOBaTb CBOEW >XW3HblO, HO Tenepb e C Hel Obin
weHok! U Kcrowa 6bina ob6sa3aHa cnacTtu ero. A Kop-
MUTb €ro B napke Hedem... [la n camon — 4yem TyT
nutTatbca? 3HaunT, oHM oba Mornm 6bICTPO yMepeTb
c ronopga.

Kctowa paxe nepefépHynack OT 3TOM MbICIU U
BCckouuna. HyxHo 6bino Toponutbes, BeAb U 3TOT
LLIEHOK, €€ LUEHOK, ToXXe MOr MorMbHyTb B ntobon
MoMeHT! Pa3 ocTanbHble HE BblagepXXanu. ..

Mpwxumas maneiwa K rpyan, oHa 6bICTpo no-
Lna Hasag no TPOMUHKe, KoTopas npueena eé cio-
na. BoT-BoT gomkeH Obin NOsSIBUTLCA €€ Apkui pa-
Heu. ['oe e oH?

— [a kyna oH genca?! — nnakcnBo BCKPUKHYNa
Kctowa, korga noHsana, 4to uaéT yXe CrULLKOM
Aonro.

[eBoyka GecnoMoLLHO 3aBepTenacb Ha MecTe:
3abnygunack oHa, 4To Nn? Y Heé pasom ocnabenu
KOMNeHW, 1 3axX0Tenochb cecTb Ha 3emnto. Ho Kctowwa
onépHyna cebs:

— Tbl 4TO? 3710 Xe He Taura! N He oKyHImK Ka-
Kne-HMbyap... ATO ropoackow napk, TyT Lenble Tos-
nbl nogen rynatot! KTo-Hmbyab cenvac nosBuTcA.

HoO HMKTO noyemMy-To He nokasbiBancs. Kcrowa
ObICTPO B3rMsHyNa Ha CofHLE: OHO ObINo eLé Bbl-
COKO, HOYb HACTYyMNMUT He CKOPO. 3HauuT, y Heé norn-
HO BpemMeHu!

OHa cTporo B3rmnsiHyna Ha LeHka:

— Hy, n yero 1ol Tpycuwb? Boobue Hevero 60-
atbes! [laxke ecnu paHeL coBceM notepsncs... Mol
NnoTomM C nanown ero obsisaTenbHO HaWMAEM, Koraa
BepHéMcA ctoga. Hy nopyratoT HeMHOXKO. [aBHoe,
cernyac Ham ¢ Tobol BeibpaTbcs oTcoaa.

Yckopue war, Kcrowa Havana HanesaTb, YTOObI
roroc 3arnywwmn ctpax. [lena oHa Tak cebe, Ho cen-
yac e e€ HMKTO He Crnbllarn, KpoMe LeHKa... A OH
TOYHO MPOCTUT, €Cnun Xxo3sanka cdanbwment. Begb
3TO Xe eé LeHokK!

Baopyr cnoxeatumBLlumce, Kctowa ¢ gocagon npu-
LLENKHYNa A3bIKOM:

— MpocTu, npoctu! Tel yxe LenbIx nonyaca Mon
LLIEHOK, @ 9 [0 CUX Nop He npuayMana Tebe nwms...
On, kak cTbigHo! [laBal Ha3oBéM TeOH. ..

W TyT oka3anock, YTO O4EHb HEMPOCTO BbibpaTh
camoe ny4ulee nvs. A eé LEHOK, KOHEYHO Xe, 3a-
cnyxwusan camoro nydwero! Besikne cobaybm Knuy-



KM 13 KHWkek n dunomoB Kciowa otmena cpasy.
Ewé He xBaTano, 4toObl €€ LieHKa BCE Bpems
cpaBHuBanu ¢ Xatuko unu Myxrapom!

3agymaBwuck, Kcrowa He 3ameTtumna, kak no-
Wna mMeaneHHee, NOTOMy YTO Ha Bery coobpaxa-
nock He oyeHb... OHa nepebupana B yme BapuaH-
Tol: Wapwuk, Oxek, Pekc... V1 oTmeTana nx oguH 3a
ApyrMM. Hy>xHO BbIno YTO-TO COBEPLUEHHO 0COBEH-
Hoe!

Ho TyT e& npoH3unna goragka:

— O, a 9 e He 3Hat — KTOo Thl? Mank4yuk nnu
AeBoyka? Kak aTo noHaTb-T0? Hy-ka, nocMoTpm Ha
MEHS. ..

OHa cnerka npunogHsna LWeHAYb0 MOPOOUKY,
MOXOXYH Ha KpoLLeYHbIn 6awmadok. CaBuHyB Opo-
BK, Kctolwa ornsigena ero co Bcex CTOPOH U B340X-
Hyna:

— Hunyero He nonméwsb... Bpoge Ha manbynka
noxox! A ecnu Tbl BCé-Taku gesodvka? Obuauniubes
Befb, ecnv 9 Tebsa naLaHckMM umeHem HasoBy! Ha-
[0 Obl 4TO-TO Takoe... YTobbl U ManNb4YuKy, 1 4EBOY-
ke nogxoauno. Kak »Kens! Tonbko cobaybe...

TuXOHbKO 3axHblkaB OT BecnomollHocTh, Kcto-
Wa nogHsina ronosy K Heby, 1 BOpYr eé OCeHuno.
OHa paxe paccMmesinacb OT PagoCTU U HEXHO Npu-
Kana weHka:

— Hy koHe4uHo! BoT 51 gypa... 310 Xe cpasy Obl-
no scHo! A HasoBy Tebs — Obnayko. N HeBaxHO —

Marnb4KK Tbl UK geBodkal M kak pas Tbl 6eneHbKui,
Kak obnayko.

LLleHOK TKHYrCS HOCOM B €€ LUe U XadHO 3ad-
Mokar. CTano Tak LWeKoTHO, 4YTo Kctola XMxukHyna:

— On, He ewb MeHs! MNobexanu gomon. Hy ero,
3TOT paHel...

W B Ty e cekyHOy OHa yBUAENA XEHLLMHY, KO-
Topas ObICTPO exana Ha Benocunese.

— Onl Mogoxaute! — kpukHyna Kcirowa n 6pocu-
nacb 3a BenocuneamcTKomn.

Ho Ta He npuTopmoO3una u gaxe He NoBepHyna
ronosbl.

«B HaywHukax, — goraganacb geBodka. — Te-
nepb HUKTO HUYETO HE CRbILNT, XOTb 3a0pUCh!»

M Bcé e el cTtano nerde, BeAb MOXHO Oblno
OexaTb B Ty CTOPOHY, Kyga ymyarics Benocunes.
PaHo nnn no3gHo oHa Kyga-Hubyab aa npubexut. Y
HanaéTt ceon oM. WM BCE-BCE paccKaxeT poguTe-
naAMm. ..

«MynocTb Kakas — XuTb B Kopobouyke! — yxe
cMmesinacb OHa Hag cobol, BCE ycKopsisi U ycKopsist
war. — HUKTO He OOIMmKeH XUTb B KOpobouke. B Hux
He XXMBYT, a... YMUPaKOT».

— A Ham c TODOW eLUé XnUTb Aa XnTb! — LenHyna
Kctowa B HeXXHOe, MsArkoe yLUIKO. — M1 Ckopo Mbl € TO-
©on bynem goma. Y Hac Begb ectb gom, Obnadyko!

W LieHoK cornmacHo NUCKHYN y HEE B NafOHSIX.
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