aTh ¢ HUM IIOIPOIIAJach HA OKOJIH-

e; pauabmie Creman Tpodumos mo-

mies oguH. Tam, Ipu BBIXOe U3 Je-
PEeBHU, y Kpad IIPOCEJIOYHOH JOPO-
r'u, KOTopas, 3a4aBIINCh BO PiKU, YXOLMIA
OTCIOJIa HA BeCh CBET, — TaM POCJIO OAUHOKOE
cTapoe JepeBo, HOKPLITOe CUHUMU JIUCThAMMH,
BJIQYKHBIMHY U OJIECTSAIMMU OT MOJIOJIOM CBO-
eli cuapl. Crapele JIOAM HA JepeBHE JaBHO
IIPO3BAJIN 3TO JEPEBO «00MKBUM» , IIOTOMY UTO
OHO OBIJIO He IIOXOJKe Ha ApPyrue AepeBbd,
pacTyinue B PyCCKOIl paBHHHE, IIOTOMY YTO
ero He OJHAaKAbI HA €ro CTAPUKOBCKOM BEKY
yOuBajIa MOJHUS ¢ Heba, HO JepeBo, 3aHeMOr-
I HEMHOI'0, IIOTOM OIISATh OKUBAJIO U eIlle
ryiie MpexHero ofeBajioch JUCThAMM, 1 II0-
TOMY eIlle, UTO 3TO AePEBO JIIOOUIU IITHIIHI,
OHH IIeJIN TaM W JKUJIU, U AEePEBO 9TO B JIET-
HIOIO CYIIIb He cOpPachIBAJIO HA 3€MJII0O CBOUX
IeTell — JINIITHUE YBALIINE JUCTbs, a 3aMIU-
paJIo BCe ILeJUKOM, HUUYEeM He JKepTBYs, HU C
KeM He paccTaBasiCh, UTO BLIPOCJIO Ha HeM U
OBLIIO JKUBBLIM.

CrenaH copBaJ OGUH JIKCT C 3TOr0 00K b-
ero JepeBa, MOJIOMKII 3a Ma3yXy U MOIIeJI Ha
Bo¥iHY. JIucT OBLI MaJI 1 BJIaXKeH, HO Ha TeJie
yeJI0BeKa OH OTOTpPeJiCsd, IPUIKAJICT U CTAJ
HeowyTuMmbIM, 1 Crenan TpodpuMoB BCcKope
3a0bIJI ITPO HETro.

Oroiigs HemHoro, Cremax OrJIAHYyJICA Ha
poxHYIo nepeBHI0. MaTh elrje cTosJa y BOPOT U
TJIsfiesia ChIHY BOCJIEI; OHA IPOIajach C HAIM B




CBOEM cep/Ilie, HO HU cJie3 He yTupaJa ¢ JUIla 1 He Maxaja PyKoii, 0HA CTOSAJIA He-
noaBuKHO. CTenaH ToKe MOCTOA HEMOABUIKHO HA JOPOTe, B MOCIETHUNA pas u
Ha0JITO 3alIOMUHASA MaTh, KaKas OHa eCTh — MaJjleHbKasd, cTapas, yCOXIIas, JIio-
Os1ias ero 0OJIbIIIe BCErO HA CBeTe; IIYCTh XOTs OBl IIPOMIeT IejIblil BeK, OHA BCe
paBHO OyeT ero »KIaTh 1 He IIOBEPUT B €70 CMEPTh, €CJIN OH IIOTMOHEeT.

«IToTepnu HEMHOT0, — IIPOM3HEC €l CHIH B CBOEI MBICJIM, — 5 CKOPO Bep-
HYCb, TOT/Ia MbI He OyJIeM paccTaBaTbCA» .

Crapas MaTh ocTajlach OJHA BJajieKe — Y BOPOT U30bI, 38 POKBIO, UTOOBI
JKJATh ChIHA 00PATHO JOMOM ¥ TOMUTHCS 10 HEM, a CBIH yIIesi. V3ganiu oH erre
pas 00epHYJICSA, HO YBUAEJ TOJBKO POKb, KOTOpasd KJIOHUJIACH M TOKOPAIach
IIOJT BETPOM, M30bI JKe MePEeBHU 1 MajJeHbKas MaTh CKPBLINCH 34 JAJbIO 3€M-
JI, ¥ TPYCTHO CTaJIO B MUpe 6e3 HUX.

Crenan TpodumoB ObII 00yUeHHBIN, 3aIaCHON KpacHoapMeell. [[Ba roma
TOMY HasaJ OH OTCJYKUJ CBOM CPOK B apMHUU M elrle He 3a0bLJI, KaK HYKHO
CTPEeJIATh U3 BUHTOBKU. II0aTOMY OH HemoJITo MOOLIT B PAfOHHOM TOpojie U C
ouepeTHBIM BOMHCKUM 3IIT€JI0HOM OBILJI OTIIPABJIEH BOEBATh C BpPAaroM Ha (DPOHT.

Ha ¢poHnTe 6B1JI0 ITyCcTOE II0JIe, UCTOITAHHOE 0 IOCHeTHell ObIIUHKY, U
rumuHa. TpodHUMOB U €ro coceHNe TOBAPUIIY OTPLLIN cebe AMKU B 3eMJie U
JIETJIV B HUX, & BUHTOBKY HE3aMETHO, UyTh-UyTh BRICYHYJIN HAPYIKY, OXKUIAA
HaBCTpeuy HempuaTeasd. [[os3agu mycToro moJis poc MeJKUiH Jiec, ¢ JIUCTBOIO,
OIMaJIEHHOM OTHEM IosKapa u cTpeab0bl. Tam, HaBepHO, TamJcsa Bpar U MoJiua
raAges ortyaa B cropouy Tpodumona. ¥ TpodumoBa cTalo TOMUTHECS cepl-
1le; OH XOTeJ IMOCKOpee YBUJETh CBOET'O Bpara — TOTO TAWHOTO UYeJoBeKa, KO-
TOPBIH MPUITIES CIOA, B ATy TUXYIO 36MJI0, YTOOBI YOUTH CHAaUaJIa ero, IOTOM
eTo MaTh U MTPOUTHU JAJbIlle, 1O KOHIA CBeTAa, YTOOHI BCIOAY CTAJIO ITYCTO W Bpar
OCTaJICS OJVH Ha 3eMJIE.

«KTo 9T0, uemoBeK uiu Apyroe uro? — aymai Creman TpodumoB o cBoEM
HenpuArese. — Ceiiuac yBuKy erols I KpacHoapMeeI TSN B Cepoe TOJIe,
IaJieKoe OT ero JoMa, HO 3HaKOMOe, KaK POJHOe, U II0X0Kee Ha BCIO 3eMJIIO,
rIe JKUBYT U IaIIyT XJed KpecThsaHe. A Teleph 3Ta 3eMJdA Oblja IIycTa 1 0es-
POJHA, — UTO JKUJIO HA Hel, TO YMePJIO MO KeJIe30M U COJIIATCKUM CaIloTOM
u OoJiee He MOAHAIOCH PACTH.

«ITonexxkm m OTHOXHU, — T'OBOPUJ MYCTOI 3eMJje KpacHoapmeel Tpodu-
MOB, — IIOCJIe BOMHEI g CIofia 10 00eTy MPULy, I TeOsA 3aIIOMHIO, 1 BCIO TeOs
CBHIBHOBA BCIIAIIY, ¥ THI OIIATH POKATh HAYHEIIIb; He CKyUail, Thl He MepPTBad» .

W3 TeMHOr0, ropesioro MeJKOJechs, Ha TOH CTOPOHE IMOJSA, BCIBIXHYJI
KpaTKuii cBeT BbicTpesa. «He crepmen, — ckasan TpoduMoOB 0 CTpeIIBIIEM
Bpare, — Jiyuiiie ObI THI cefiuac mOTePIIeJ CTPEJATh, a TO IIOTOM TEePIIETh Tede
JIOJITO IPUIETCS — IOMPEIb OT HaC ¥ COCKYUMIIIBCA» .

Komaugup erre 3aroaa ckasaa KpacHoapMeHIiaM, YTOObI OHU He CTPeJId-
JIY, IOKa OH UM He MpUKaKkeT, 1 TpohuMOB Jie;Kay MoJIua.

Hewm1pr mocTpenanm eme, HO BCKOPe YMOJKJIM, U CHOBA CTAJIO TUXO0, KaK
B MUpPHOe BpeMsdA. B moJie cBeuepesio. [enaTh OblI0 Heuero, u TpoduMoB 3a-
ckyuai. OH JKaJieJ, YTO BpeMs Ha BOMHEe MIPOXOIUT 3PS, — HaA0 ObLIO ObI I100
ybuBaTh BparoB, aubo pabdoTaTh AOoMa B KOJIXO3e, a JieXKaTh 0e3 Jeja — 9TO
HampacHas TpaTa HAPOJHBIX Xapueil. « BoT u HOUb CKOPO, — Pas3MbIILIAT Tpo-
¢dumoB, — a uTO TOJKY? f elrfe HK OZHOrO HeMIla He mobenu!»

Korma coBcem cTeMHe0, KOMaHAMP BeJieJ KpacHOapMeHIlaM TOTHATHCSA
u 6e3 BuICTpeJsia, 0e3MOJIBHO, UATH B aTaky Ha Bpara. TpoduMoB o:KuUBUICSH,
moBeceJies 1 mobesxaJt Buepes 3a KoMauaupoMm. OH MOHUMAJI, YTO UeM CKOpee
oH OymeT Oe:kaTh BIIepen, Ha Bpara, TeM paHbIlle BO3BPATUTCA Has3al B AepeB-
HIO, K MaTepu.



B jecy 66110 HeymoOHO OesxaTh M He BHUAHO, uTo geaarb. Ho Tpodumos
TEPIEJNBO COKPYIIIAJ calloraMu cjaa0ble TepeBbA U BETKU U MYAJICA BIEPe] C
SAPOCTHBIM CepJIieM, C BUHTOBKOII HalepeBec.

YysKoll MITHIK BAPYT IIOKA3aJICs U3-3a T'OJBIX BETBEH, 1 OTTYa 3aCBETHU-
JIoch OJIeTHOEe He3HaKOMOe JIUIO0 CO CTPAHHBIM B3TJIAAOM, ucmoyrasmumM Tpo-
¢uMoBa, MOTOMY UTO STO JIUIO OBLIO HEMHOTO IIOXO0Ke Ha JuIo camoro Tpo-
(uMOBa U TJIAEJI0 Ha HETO ¢ PpOOOCTHIO cTpaxa. TpoduMoB ¢ X04y BOH3UII CBOH
IIITBIK BIIEPE/, B TYJOBUIIE HEIIPUATENS, JOJITUM, 3aTAKHBIM YIapOM, UYTOOBI
Bpar He OuHYJICA 6oJiee, ¥ IPUOCTAHOBUJICSA HA MECTe, AaBas BPeMsA CBOEMY
OPYsKUIO COBEPIIUTH CMEPTh. II0TOM OH GPOCUIICA JAJbIlle BO ThbMY, YTOOBI Celi-
Yyac JKe BCTPETUTH APYTrOro Bpara B YIOP M YIAPUTH €r0 IITHIKOM HACMEPTh.
Komaungupa reneps He 661710 — OH, HABEPHO, YIIIEJ AaJIeKo Brepe. Tpohumos
moGeskaJi ere ObICTpee, KeJiasd HarHaTh KOMaHaupa U He 3a0JyIUThCS OJHO-
My cpenu HenpusaTeada. COOKy, U3 Uallly KyCTapHUKA, HauaJ OUTh aBTOMAT U
nepectaa. TpohuMOB TOBEPHYJI B TY CTOPOHY, IIEPEIIPHITHYJI Uepes IIeHb U TYT
JKe CBaJIMJICA Ha MATKOE TeJIO YeJIOBEeKa, IPUTAUBIINeeCsS 3a MHeM. BUHTOBKA
BRIpBaJiach U3 PYK KpacHoapwmeiina, Ho TpodumMoBy oHA ceiiuac He TpeboBa-
Jlach, IIOTOMY UTO OH CXBAaTHUJI Bpara BPy4YHYIO; OH OOHSJ 1 MOJIYa HaUaJl CiKU-
MAaTh €0 TeJIO BOKPYT I'PYIU, YTOOHI ¥ (harmcTa CABUHYJINCH KOCTH C MECTa U
IIpeceKJoch Abixaunue. DalucT cHAYaIa MOJIYaa U TOJIbKO CTapaJics ITOHeM-
HOT'Y IBIIIATh, CTECHAEMBIN KpacHoapMelickuMu pykamu. « Ab ThI, elre IbI-
IIIUT, — cAaBJUBasA Bpara, nymaa Tpodumos. — Bperlib, 10JT0 He IpoTep-
MUINh — 1 Ha TPEYUIITHON Kallle BBIPOC U CESHBIN XJie® BCIO JKU3HD eJil»

Curaboe TerLI0 110 M30 PTa Bpara; 3aMupasi, OH BCe elrle IBITIAaJ 1 CTapajicsa
IasKe IOIeBebHYThCA.

— Eme uero! — npukpukeysa TpoduMoB, BBAABIMBAA M3 HEMIIA AYIITY
Hapy:Ky. — KoHuaiica ckopee, HaM HeKora!

Bpar HecJIBIIITHO ITPOIIENITAT YTO-TO.

— Hy? — cupocux ero TpoduMoOB 1 UyTh 0CJIAOUI CBOU PYKH, YTOOBI BBI-
CJYIIaTh IOTM0AIOIIEro.

— Pyecec... Pycc, npoctu!

TpodumoB oTKa3aI:

— Hennwssa, BeI BpengHbIe.

— Pycc, momaau! — mpormrenTtan Hemelr.

— Temneps y:x He cMoOry IpoIaTh TedA, — oTBeTuJa TpoduMOB Bpary. —
Temeps y:x He cymelo... Y MeHA MaThb €CTh, a ThI €e CTOHUIIb C 3€MJIH.

On 3aMeTHJI CBOIO BUHTOBKY, OHA JieKaJjia 0JIM3K0 Ha 3eMJie; OH JOTAHYJI-
cA PYKOM 10 Hee, B3AJ K cebe 1 yIapuJI Bpara KOBaHBIM IIPUKJIAJOM HACMEPTH
IO TOJIOBE.

— He Tomucs, — ckasaa Tpodumos.

OH moAHAJCA U TOIeJ II0 TIepesecKy, IyIas MITHIKOM BCIOAY BO ThMe,
rae uTo-HuUOYyAb HeuasHHO IneBeuoch. Ho Bciogy ObLIO 0€3JI0HO M THUXO.
Hewm1rpl, 101:KHO GBITH, VIIIJIN OTCIOAA, & MOYKET OBITH, OHHU €IIle TYT, HO 3aTau-
Jauch. TpohrMOB Perui MpoiTH o IepesiecKy Jalabllie, YTOObI BCTPETUTD CBO-
€T0 KOMaHIMpa M Y3HATh Y HET0, UYTO HYJKHO JNeJaTh JaJibIlle, eCJIU Bpar OTO-
et orciona. OH npuciyiancs. JIUIL Brajieke uspeaka 6uia Hara 60JabIIas
MyIITKa, TOYHO B3JbIXaJjia 1 OMATH 3aMUPAaJia B CBOeH TIyOmHe CIIAIasa 3eMJId,
a IOMMMO IYIIIeYHBIX BEICTPEJIOB Bce ObLIO TX0. Ho B Apyroii cTopoHe, OTKY-
na mpuires TpodumoB, 3a MOJIIMU 1 peKaMU, CTOSJIA CPeIU PIKU OfHA AepeB-
HA; TyIa He JOXOqUJa CTPeib0a 13 MyIIeK U TPpeBora BOMHBI, — TaM claja ce-
yac B mokoe MaTh Crenana TpodumoBa u y mocaegHei n3dbl pOCIO OUHOKOE
00JKbe IepeBo.



Agrtomar ynapuia Bosusu Tpodumosa. «Ilo MmHE KooTuT» , — permuit Tpo-
duMoOB, U cepAlle ero NOAHAJIOCH HA Bpara; OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJ CKOPOb 1 OKec-
TOUYEHUeE, IIOTOMY UTO Pas3 MaTh POAUJIA €T0 IJIA JKU3HU — ero yOuBaTh He JOJIK-
HO 1 YOUTH HUKTO He MOJKET.

Tpodumos mobe:xas Ha Bpara, OMBIIIEr0 B HETO OTHEM M3 TbMbI, X OCTAHO-
puiicsa. OH OCTAaHOBUJICS B HeIOYMEHUU, Y3HAB BIIEPBBIE OT POMKIAEHUS, UTO OH
yske He :xuBeT. Cepiie ero TOUHO BBIIILIO U3 TPYAY U YHECJIOCH HAPYKY, U IPYAb
ero cTaja oXJIasKAeHHadA u mycrasa. TpouMoB yAUBUICSI, OTTOT'O UTO €My OBIIO
Temeph He 60JBbHO U ITyCTO *KUTh U CTAJIO BCE PABHO, HU I'PYCTHO, HA PAJIOCTHO,
HO OH ellle 10 MPUBBIUKE YeJIOBEeKa U COoJIIaTa cKasas: «3ps Thl, CMepThb, IpH-
1114, Tl 000K — $ IMTOTOM IIOMPY», — ¥ OH YII&JI B TPABY ¥ OTKUHYJ BUHTOB-
Ky KaK HEHYKHOe OpYJKHe: IIYCTh MMPOIAJIET B TPaBe U He JOCTAHETCA Bpary.

On ounyJyica Bckope. Cepnie ero cyiabo ImeBeJuJOCh B rpyau. «TuI
3Iech?» — C IPOCTOTOI0 pamocTu moaymaa Tpopumor. OH omrymaa ceds 1o
TeJy — OHO Tellephb OBLI0 ycoXIllee M TOMHOE; U3 PAHBI B I'PYAU BBIIILIO MHOTO
KPOBU, HO TeIlepb PaHa 3aTAHYJIACh U TOJBKO TEILJIO JKU3HU ITOCTOSHHO BBIXO-
IUJIO U3 Hee U X0Jojesa qyIa.

— Br1 y Hac, — cxaszaiy Cremany TpodumMoBy uy:koii UeJIOBEK.

— TbI HEMeIT, YTO JIb? — cupocut TpodruMoB; OH YBUAEI, €Ille TOTIa, KOT-
Jla TOT YeJIOBEK CKAa3aJ CBOU CJI0Ba, OH YBUJEJ II0 OfieKIe U HePYCCKOMY 3BY-
Ky S3BbIKa, TOBOPUBIIIETO II0-PYCCKHU, UTO OH IOTU0. «A g He moruduy! — pe-
g Tpopumos. — f Kaxk-HUOYAL Oymy!»

— T'oBopuTe GBICTPO, UTO 3HAETe? — OIMATH CIIPOCHUJI €T0 HeMeIIKUi o(hu-
mep.

«A uro ke g 3Haro? — mogymana Tpopumor. — [la uuuero!» W oTBeTus
BCJIYX:

— §1 3HAI0, YTO XOTH BCe MBI B ABIPhS HACKBO3b TeJsia OyAeM IpocTpeJie-
HBI, & BCe OJHO TBOSA CHUJIa HAC He BO3bMeET!

— 3HauuT, BLI 3HaeTe Ballly CUJIy, — IpousHec oduiiep. — B uem ke oHa
3aKJoouaerca’?

— YyBCcTBYIO TaK, CTAJI0 OBITh — 3HAI0, — IIPOroBOopuI TpodMOB; OH OT-
JAIesCcs B TIOMEeIeHnH, Te HaXOAUJICS: Ha CTeHe Buces mopTpert IlymkuHa,
B mKadax CTOAIMU pyccKue KHuUTU. — «U THI 3mech co MHO#! — mpoImenTan
Tpodumos Ilymruny. — Msba-untaabHsa 3Iech, UTO Jb, 6b611a? IToTOM Becemy
PEMOHT HpUIETCS AejiaTh!»

— $1 cupammuBaio, I'ie B HOUHON aTake HaXOAWJICA KOMAaHIHBIN ITYHKT Ba-
et uactu? — cxasaJj opuiiep.

— Kaxk rae? — yauBuiaca TpopumoB. — Harr komanaup BIepesu MeHS
Ha (palnucToB HaCTyIaJl.

— Komaugup — 3To BbI, — yOEKIeHHO CKas3aa ouiiep. — Bbl HampacHo
TepeoieInCh B COJIAATA.

— Ara, — npomosBua TpopumoB, — HY, TOTAa THI OTCTAJbINA. Kakoii ke
A KOMaHIup, KOTAAa S YeJIOBeK HeyUeHBIH 1 caM IIPOCTOI?

Hewmenkuii oguiiep B3I CO CTOJIA PEBOJIBBED.

— Ceiiuac BbI HAyYHUTECD.

— VYosersb, uro jb? — cupocua Tpodpumos.

— Y0bi0o, — moaTBEPAUI odulep.

— Y6uBaii, MbI IPUBBLIKJIN, — cKasaya TpodumoB.

— A KuTh He XoTHUTE? — CIHPOCUJI OuIEep.

— OTrBBIKHY, — coobtua TpodumoB.

Odutiep MOgHANCA U yAAPUI IIEHHNKA PYKOATKOM peBoJIbBEpa B TeMs Ha
rOJIOBE.



— OTBbIKAl! — BOCKJIUKHYJ (DAIIIKCT.

«OmaTs MHE cMepTh, — cJyiabed, mogymai TpoduMoB, — IUTSA KUBET IPU
MaTepu, a COJJaT IIPU CMEPTHU» , — IPUIILIN K HeMY Ha IaMATh CJIbIIIIaHHbIE KOT-
Jla-TO CJIOBA, ¥ HA TOM OH YCIIOKOMJICS, IIOTOMY UTO CO3HAHUE €TI0 3aTEMHIJIOCH.

Bcenomuua TpohumoB o cebe He CKOPO — B THIJIOBOM HEMEIIKOI TIOPbME.
OH cujes, CKOPUUBIIINCDH, BECh I'0JIbIi, HA KAMEHHOM II0JY, OH 03510, M3MYUMJI-
cA B OecrmaMaATCTBE U MeJIEHHO HavaJ AyMmarb. CHavuajia OH IOJyMaJj, 4TO OH
Ha ToM cBeTe. «WIITb ThI, ¥ TaM BOMHA, U TYT XY/I0 — TOKe He OTOrPeeIIbCay, —
mpousHec npo cebsa Tpodhumos. Ho, ocmorpesiucs, TpodhumoB coodpasmit, 4To
Tak IJIOXO HUTIE He MOKeT ObITh, KaK 3eCh, 3HAUUT, OH eIlrle JKUBOMH.

OH HaxogUJICA B KAMEHHOM KOJIOLIE, I'le CBOOOLHO MOYKHO OBLIO TOJILKO
cToATH. BBEpXy, Ha GOJIBIIION BBICOTE, €IIle TOpesa MaJeHbKasd aJIeKTPpUYeCcKas
JlaMIIa, UCIYCKas CephIil CBeT HeBOJIN; B Y3KOIl sKeJIe3HO [BepH ObLI TIOPEeM-
HEBIH TJIa30K, 3aKPBITBIA cHAPY:KU. TPoPUMOB IIOAHAICT B POCT U OIPOOOBAT
cebs, HACKOJLKO OH Bech Ies. Ha rpyau samekJjach KPoBb OT PaHBI, a IyJid,
JOJI?KHO OBITh, YTOHYJIA TZe-TO B TiIyOmHe Tejsa, HO TpoduMoB ceityac ee He
YyBCTBOBAJI. JIMCT ¢ 60KBETO0 AepeBa POAUHBI IPUCOX K TeJy Ha IPYLU BMECTe
C KPOBBIO U TaK JKHUJ C HUM 3a0HO.

TpohuMOB OCTOPOIKHO, He IOBPEKAAA OTAEIUI TOT JUCT OT CBOETO TeJia,
00MOUYMJI eT0 CJIIOHOIO ¥ IPUJIENINJI K CTeHe KaK MOXKHO BBIIIIE, UTOOBI (hallliCT
He 3aMEeTHJI 3IeCh €T0 eIUHCTBEHHOTO NMYIIecTBa U yreinenud. OH cTaa rid-
JIeTh Ha 9TOT JUCT, ¥ eMy OBIJIO Jerue Temepb KUTh, ¥ OH HA4YaJ HEMHOTO CO-
rpeBaThCA.

«§1 BBITEpILIIO, — TOoBOpUII cebe TpodruMoOB, — MHe HAZO elle I0KUTDb, MHe
0XO0Ta YBUAETh MaTh B Hallleit n3be, U I X0Uy HOCHAYIIAaTh, KaK IITyMSAT JHUCTbS
Ha 00KbEeM JlepeBe».

OH omycTuJICS Ha MOJ, 3aKPLLI JUIIO0 PYKaMU U CTaJ TUXO ILJIaKaTb — II0
MaTepu, Mo POAMHE U IO caMoM cebe.

ITorom emy craiso jerde. OH oTep CBOe JHI0 U 3aX0TeJ IPeJCTaBUTh
cebe — KaKoil OH ecTh ceiiuac Ha Buf. OH JaBHO He BUIEJ CBOEro JUIla — HU B
3epKaJje, HU B MOKOWHOM, uncToii Boge. «Celiuac A Ha BUJ IJIOXO0M, 3aUueM MHe
CMOTPETH Ha cebsa», — ckazaa Tpohumos.

OH BCcTaJ ¥ CHOBA 3arJjfafesics Ha JUCT ¢ 60:Kbero mepeBa. MaTh 9TOro
JUCTHKa OblIa JKMBA U POCJia HAa Kpaio JepeBHU, Y HaUaJa PKAHOTO IOJI.
IIycTh TO mepeBO POAMHBI pacTeT BEUHO M COXPaHHO, a TpoduMoB u 31ech, B
ILJIeHy Bpara, B KaMeHHOM IeJu, OyaeT AyMaTh u 3a00TuThbesa o Hem. OH pe-
ITHJ 3aAYIIUTh PYKaMu JIFo00TO Bpara, KOTOPhIH 3arjaaHeT K HeMy B KaMepy,
IIOTOMY YTO €CJIX OJHUM HeIpuaTegeM OyaeT MeHbIle, To U KpacHoii Apmun
cTaHeT Jierye.

TpohuMoB He XOTeJ 3PS JKUTh U TOMUTHCA; OH JIIOOMJ, YTOO OT eTo KU3-
HU OBIJI CMBICJI, PAaBHO KaK OT M00poii 3emyu ObIBaeT ypo:kaii. OH ces Ha XO-
JIOMHBIN TIOJI M 3aTUX MIPOTUB KEJIE3HON [BEPHU B OKUJAHUM Bpara.
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MAJIEHBKHH COJIJTAT

Hepanexo or nuauu ()poHTA BHYTPHU yIlEJIEBIIET0 BOK3aJja CJIaJKO Xpare-
JIV YCHYBIINIME Ha I0JIy KPACHOAPMEMIIBI; CUYACTHE OTAbIXA OBIIO 3aIlevYaTIeHO
Ha WX YCTAJbIX JINIIAX.

Ha BTOPOM IyTHU THXO IITUTEJ] KOTEJ TOPAYETro AeKYPHOTro IapoBo3a, 0yi-
TO IIeJI OJHOOOPAa3HBIH, YCIOKAWBAIOIIUII I'OJIOC U3 AaBHO IOKUHYTOTO AOMA.



Ho B ogHOM yIiIy BOK3aJILHOIO IIOMEIIeHNs, I'/je Topesa KepOoCuHOBAad JaMIiIa,
JIIOAY M3penKa IIenTaau APYT APYry YCIOKauBaIOIlle CJIOBa, a 3aTeM M OHU
BIIaJIii B 0e3MOJIBHIE.

Tam crosiau ABa Maiiopa, IOXOMKUe OJUH Ha IPYroro He BHEIIHUMU IIPU-
3HAKaMM, HO 0O0IIeil JoOpOTOI MOPIIMHMUCTBIX 3aropesbIX JINIL; KarKIbIi 13
HUX JepsKaJj PYKY MaJbUNKa B CBOell pyKe, a pe0eHOK YMOJIAIOIEe CMOTPEJI Ha
KOMaHAUPOB. PyKy omHOro Maiiopa pe0eHOK He OTIIYCKAaJI OT ce6si, IPUJILHYB
3aTeM K Hell JIMIIOM, a OT PYKH APYTIoro OCTOPOIKHO CTapaJICA OCBOOOAUTHCA.
Ha Buj pebeHKY OBLIO JIET AeCATDb, a 0JeT OH OBl KaK OLIBaJILIN 6oel — B ce-
PyIO IINHEJb, OOHOIIEHHYIO 1 IPUKABIIYIOCA K ero Tejy, B MUJIOTKY 1 B ca-
IIOTH, MOIINThLIe, BUAHO, II0 MEPKE HA JeTCKYI0 Hory. Ero MajaeHbKOe JIMILO,
Xyzmoe, O0BETPEHHOE, HO He NCTOIIeHHOe, IPUCIIOCO0IEHHOE U YKe IPUBLIUHOE
K JKM3HHI, 00pallieHo OBLJIO Telleph K OAHOMY Maiopy; CBeTJble Iia3a pebeHKa
sICHO OOHAYKAJIN €r0 TPYCTh, CIOBHO OHU OBLJIN KHBOIO IOBEPXHOCTHLIO €TI0 CeP/I-
11a; OH TOCKOBAJI, UTO PA3JIyyaeTcs ¢ OTIOM MJIM CTAPIINM JPYTrOM, KOTOPBIM,
IOJIXKHO OBITH, JOBOAUJICS €My Maiop.

Bropoii maiiop mpuBJeKaa pedeHKa 3a PYKY K cebe 1 JIacKaJ ero, yreiias,
HO MaJIbUMK, He OThIMAs CBOEH PYKU, OCTaBaJICS K HeMYy PaBHOAYIIHBIM. Ilep-
BRI Maiop TOxKe OBLLI OllevualieH, 1 OH IIenTal peOeHKY, UYTO CKOPO BO3LMET
ero K cebe 1 OHM CHOBA BCTPETATCA HJIA HEPA3JIyUYHOU JKM3HHU, a ceiiuac oHU
paccTaroTcs Ha Hefoaroe BpeMs. MaJlbunK BEPUJI €My, ONHAKO 1 caMa IIpaBsia
He MOIJIA YTEIIUTL ero cepaila, IPUBA3AHHOIO JHUIIL K OJHOMY YeJIOBEKY U
JKeJIaBIIIero ObITh C HUM IIOCTOAHHO U BOJIM3U, a He Baajieke. PeOeHOK 3HAJI
yoKe, UTO TaKOe JaJib PACCTOSHUS 1 BPeMs BOMHBI, — JIIOAAM OTTYLA TPYLHO
BEPHYThCA APYT K APYTY, IO3TOMY OH He XOTeJI PasjyKu, a cepAlie ero He Mor-
JIO OBITh B OJUHOYECTBE, OHO 0OSAJIOCh, UTO, OCTABIINCH OJHO, yMpeT. U B 10-
cJaeqHell cBOel IIpock0e M Hajeskae MaJbUMK CMOTPeJ Ha Maiopa, KOTOPBIHA
IOJIXKE€H OCTABUTDH €r0 C UYKUM UYeJIOBEKOM.

— Hy, Cepe:xa, mpoimaii moka, — ckKasaJjl TOT Maiiop, KOTOPOTO JIIOOMI pe-
6eHoK. — TbI 0c000-TO BoeBaTh He cTapaiics, IoApacTelllb, Toraa oyaemib. He
JIe3b Ha HeMIla u Oeperu ce0s, uToO s TeOsd KUBBIM, IeJbIM HalneJ. Hy uero
THI, YEro Thl — JePIKUCh, COIaaT!

Cepesxa zamirakaiu. Maitop mogHsI ero K cebe HA PYKU U IIOLEJI0BAJI JINIO
HEeCKOJILKO pas. IToTom maiiop moiiies ¢ pebeHKOM K BLIXOIY, ¥ BTOPOM Maiop
TOJKE IIOCJIeOBAJ 38 HUMHU, IIOPYUYUB MHE CTOPOXKUTH OCTABJICHHLIE BEII[N.

Bepuyiica pebeHOK Ha PYKax APYTroro Maiiopa; OH UysKA0 U POOKO TJIAaes
HA KOMaHINPa, XOTsd 9TOT Mafop yroBapMuBaJ ero HeKHLIMU CJIOBAMHU U IIPU-
BJIEKAJ K ce0e KaK yMeJ.

Maiiop, 3aMeHUBIINI VIIIEAIIIEro, JOJI0 YBelleBaJ YMOJIKIIeTro pedeHKa,
HO TOT, BEPHBIA OJHOMY YYBCTBY U OJHOMY UEJIOBEKY, OCTABAJICA OTUYKICH-
HBIM.

Hepganeke oT cTaHIUy HAUaJIH OUTH 3eHUTKU. MalbUnK BCIYIIIAICA B X
ryJIKMe MepPTBbIe 3BYKH, M BO B30PE €ro MOABUICA BO3OYKIEeHHBINM HHTEPEC.

— Hx pasBeguuk uget! — cKasaJ OH THXO0, OyATO camoMmy cebe. — Brico-
KO HJeT, U 3eHUTKHU ero He BO3bMYT, TyJa HaJ0 NCTPEOUTEIIA IIOCAATh.

— ITomator, — ckasay matiop. — Tam y Hac cMOTpPSAT.

Hy:xHbIil HaM 03] 0XKUIAJICS JUIIL Ha3aBTPAa, M MbI BCe TPOE IIOIILIN Ha
HoOuJIer B oOmme:xkuTre. TaM Maiop IMOKOPMEUJI pebeHKa M3 CBOEro TAMKeJIO Ha-
rpy:KeHHOT0 Memnka. «Kaxk oH MHe Hazoes 3a BOMHY, 9TOT MEIIIOK, — CKas3aJl
Maiop, — U KakK g eMmy Osarozapen!» MajibuuK yCHYJ IIOCJE €Ibl, M Maiop
BaxuueB pacckasaj MHe IIPO ero cyaboy.

Cepreir JIaOKoB OBLJI CBIHOM HOJKOBHHKA X BoOeHHOro Bpaua. Orell 1 MaTh



€ro CIAYKUJIN B ONHOM IIOJIKY, II09TOMY 1 CBOET'0 IMHCTBEHHOTO ChIHA OHU B3S-
Ju K cebe, YTOOBI OH »KMJI IPK HUX U poc B apmuu. Cepeske IIes Temnepb AecCs-
TBIH T'OJ; OH OJM3KO IPUHUMAJ K CEPAIY BOWHY U [eJI0 OTIIa U YsKe HaduaJ IIo-
HUMATh I0-HACTOSAIIEMY, JJIA Uero Hy:KHa BoiiHa. I BOT OJHAKIBI OH YCJIBIIIA,
KaK OoTell TOBOPUJI B OJIMHIAMKE C OLTHUM O(pUIlepoM U 3a60TUICST O TOM, UTO HEM-
IIBI IIPU OTXO7Ie 00s3aTeIbHO B3OPBYT Ooesarac ero moJka. IIoJK 10 9Toro BhI-
1I1eJI 13 HeMeIIKOI'0 0XBaTa, HY C HOCIIEIIHOCThIO, KOHEYHO, ¥ OCTABUJI Y HEMIIEB
CBOI1 cKJIaj ¢ 6oesaracoM, a Tereph MOJIK J0JIKeH ObLI IONTHY BIepe 1 BePHYTH
yTpaueHHYIO 3eMJII0 M CBOe A00PO Ha Heill, n Ooesamac TOXKe, B KOTOPOM ObLia
Hy:k1a. «OHU YK ¥ IPOBOI B HAII CKJIaJ, HABEPHO, IIOABEIN — BemaloT, UTO
OTOUTHU MPUAETCI», — CKas3aJ ToOrAa MOJKOBHUK, oTell Cepesxxu. Cepreii BCiy-
IraJica U cooopasuJ, o ueM 3aboruiicA orel. MaabuynKy OBLIO M3BECTHO PACIIO-
JIOJKEHHe IIOJIKAa IO OTCTYILJIeHUA, 1 BOT OH, MaJIeHbKUH, XyA0H, XUTPIHA, IIPO-
I10JI3 HOUBIO IO HAIIIero cKJIajaa, epepe3aj B3PhIBHOM 3aMBIKAIOIINI IIPOBO U
ocTaBaJICA TaM elrfe IieJble CYTKH, CTOPOKa, YTOOBI HEMITbI He MCITPABUJIU II0-
BPEXKIEHNA, a €CJIU UCIIPABAT, TO UTOOLI OIIATH ITepepe3aTh MpoBo. IToTom moJ-
KOBHUK BBIOWJI OTTYya HEMIIEB, 1 BEChb CKJIa] IIeJIbIi IIepellies B ero BaaJeHue.

Bckope aToT MaabuyraH mpobpajics Imogajiee B THIJI IPOTUBHUKA; TAM OH
y3HaJI II0 Mpu3HaKaM, I'le KOMaHAHBIN IYHKT MOJKa WK 0aTaJboHa, 000IIIes
II00aJib BOKPYT Tpex OaTapeil, 3allOMHUIJ BCe TOUHO — IIaMATh Ke HUUeM He
ImopueHHadA, — a BePHYBIIIUCH JOMOM, ITIOKAa3aJI OTILYy II0 KapTe, KaK OHO eCTh U
rae uTo HaxoauTcsa. Orel mogyMaJi, OTAaJl ChbIHa OPANHAPITY IS HeOTIYUHOTO
HabJII0IeHN 32 HUM U OTKPbBLI OTOHbB II0 3TUM ITYHKTaM. Bce BBIIILIO IPaBUIIb-
HO, CBHIH JaJl eMy BepHbIe 3aceuku. OH ke MaJIeHbKuUii, 9ToT CeperkKa, HEeIIpu-
ATeJb ero 3a CyCJAWKa B TpaBe IPUHUMAJ: IYCTh, [eCKaTh, meeautca. A Ce-
peskKa, HaBepPHO, U TPaBhbI He IIIeBeJIn, 0e3 B3Joxa IeJ.

OpauHapiia MaJbUHNIIKa TOKe 00MaHyJI, NN, TaK CKa3aTh, COBPATUJI: pPas
OH TIOBEJ ero Kyaa-To, U BABOEM OHHU yOUJM HeMIla — HeH3BEeCTHO, KTO U3
HUX, — a nmosunuio Haireg Cepreii.

Tak OH U KWJI B IMMOJIKY IPHU OTIIEe C MaTepbio 1 ¢ Ooimamu. MaTh, BUAsS
TAaKOTO ChIHA, He MOTrJIa 00JIbIlle TEPIETh ero HeyJOOHOTO OJIOKeHUI U Pelllu-
Ja orpaBuTh ero B TeliI. Ho Cepreii y:ke He MOT yiiTU U3 apMUM, XapaKTep
ero BTAHYJICA B BOWHY. V1 OH TOBOPUJ TOMY Maiopy, 3aMecTUTe 0 oTia, Ca-
BeJIbeBY, KOTOPBIM BOT YIIeJ, UTO B ThLJ OH He IOIIeT, a JyuIlle CKpPOeTcs B
ILJIeH K HEMIIaM, y3HAeT y HUX BCce, UTO HaJ0, ¥ CHOBA BepHETCA B YaCTh K OTILY,
KOT[a MaTh II0 HeMY cocKyumuTcsa. M oH ObI ciesal, mosKalyii, Tak, IOTOMY YTO
Y HEero BOMHCKUI XapaKTep.

A ToTOM CJYUYMIOCH TOpPE, U B THLI MaJLUUIIKY HEKOTZa CTAJ0 OTIPAaB-
JaTb. OTIa ero, MOJKOBHIKA, CEPbE3HO PAHNJIO, XOTh 1 00Ii-TO, TOBOPAT, OBLI
caa0blil, 1 OH YMep uepes IBa AHA B II0JIeBOM rocuuTtaje. MaTh ToKe 3axXBopa-
Jla, 3aTOMHJIach — OHAa ObLjIa pPaHbIlle ellle MoyBeueHa ABYMS OCKOJOUHBIMU
paHeHuAMU, OSHO OBLIO B IIOJIOCTh — M Yepes MeCHIl II0ocjie My Ka TOXKe CKOH-
yajgach; MOJXKET, OHA eIlfe 110 MYy Ky cKydaJa... Ocraincsa Cepreil cupoToii.

KomangoBanume moskom npuHAJ Maiop CaBesibeB, OH B3AJ K cebe MaJib-
YHKa M CTAJ €My BMECTO OTIIa ¥ MaTePu, BMECTO POIHBIX — BCEM UEJIOBEKOM.
ManbuuK OTBETUJ €My TOKe BCeM CepAIleM.

— A sg-to He u3 ux vacTtu, g us apyroii. Ho Bosogio CaBenbeBa s 3HaIO
elrfe Mo JaBHOCTU. Y BOT BCTPETUJINCH MBI TYT C HUM B IirTabe (pporTa. Boio-
[0 Ha KypPChl YCOBEPIIIEHCTBOBAHMS IOCHLIAJN, a A II0 IPYTOMY IeJy TaM Ha-
XOoOuJcsd, a Temepb 00paTHO K cebe B uacThb efy. Bosoxas CaBesibeB BeJies MHeE
nmobepeuyb MAJBUHUINKY, IOKa OH 00paTHO He mpubymert... [la u xorga erre Bo-
JIOAs BepHeTcA U Kyna ero HampasAT! Hy, aTo Tam BugHo Oyer...



Maitop Baxuues 3agpemaJ u ycuyJi. Ceperxa JIaOkoB BCXpallbIBaJl BO CHe,
KaK B3POCJIbIH, MIOKUBIINN UeJIOBEK, 1 JIUII0 €r0, OTOIIEAIIN TellePb OT Trope-
CTU ¥ BOCIIOMUHAHWH, CTAJIO CIIOKOMHLIM ¥ HEBUHHO CUACTINBBIM, ABJISIA 00-
pas CBATOrO IeTCTBA, OTKY/Ja yBeJa ero BoiiHa. 1 Toxke yCHYJI, HOJIb3YACH He-
HYXHBIM BpeMeHeM, UTOObI OHO He ITPOXOJUJIO0 3PA.

IIpocHyauCh MBI B CyMepPKH, B CAaMOM KOHIIE JOJITOT0 MIOHbCKOro AHA. Hac
Temmepb OBIJIO ABOE Ha TPeX KpoBaTax — Maiiop BaxuueB u g, a Cepesxu Jlab-
KoBa He 0b110. Maitop 06eCIOKOUICA, HO IIOTOM PEIj, UYTO MAJbUYUK YIITes
KyZa-HuOyAb Ha Majaoe BpeMs. I[03ske MBI IPOIILIN C HUM Ha BOK3aJ U IOCe-
THJIX BOEHHOTO KOMEHaHTa, OJHAKO MaJIeHbKOTO COJIIaTa HUKTO He 3aMEeTHUJI
B TBLJIOBOM MHOTOJIIOJICTBE BONHEI.

Hayrpo Cepexka JIaOKOB TOKe He BepHYJICS K HaM, 1 OOT BeCTh, KyJa OH
yIIIeJI, TOMUMBIH UyBCTBOM CBOET'O JE€TCKOTO CepAlla K IOKUHYBIIEMY ero ue-
JIOBEKY — MOJKET ObITh, BOCJIE] €My, MOKET ObITh, 00PATHO B OTIIOBCKUII IIOJIK,
rae GBLIY MOTHJIBI €TI0 OTIIa U MaTepu.

MATD
(BSBICKAHUE IIOTUBIINX)

H3 6e30ubL 83bL8ATO.

CioBa MEepPTBBIX

MarTb BepHyJIach B cBoii fom. OHa Oblia B 6e:KEHCTBe OT HEMIIEB, HO OHA
HUT/e He MOTJIa JKUTh, KPOMe POJHOr0 MecTa, U BepHyJIach JOMOI.

OHa gBa pasa IPOIILJIa IPOMEXYTOUHBIMHA IIOJIMN MUMO HEMEIKUX YK-
pelLieHuii, IOTOMY UTO (DPOHT 3/eCh OBLI C IIepepbiBaMU, a OHA IIjia IPSIMOii,
osmakHel qoporoii. OHa He MMeJIa cCTpaxa 1 He ocTeperajaach HUKOTO, M Bparu
ee He nmoBpeauau. OHA IILJIa IO IOJISAM, TOCKYIOIasd, IIPOCTOBOJIOCAA, CO CMYT-
HBIM, TOYHO OCJIEIIIIINM, JJuIloM. U eii ObLIO Bce paBHO, UTO ceiiuac ecTh Ha CBeTe
¥ UTO COBEPIIIAeTCs B HeM, 11 HUYTO B MUPE He MOIJIO €€ HI IIOTPEBOKUTDL, HU
00paZ0oBaTh, IOTOMY UTO TOpe ee OLLIO BeUHLIM 1 IIeUajlb HeyTOJIUMON — MaTh
yTpaTujia MePTBBIMHU BceX cBoux npereii. OHa ObljIa Temeph CTOJb cjiaba 1 pas-
HOAYIIIHA KO BCEMY CBETY, UTO IILJIa II0 JOPOre MOJ00HO yCOXIIel OLIINHKE,
HEeCOMOM BeTpoOM, 1 Ka3ajoch — ee BJeueT BIlepe[ JIUIIb BeTep, YHBLIO Openy-
Ui Mo Jopore el BeJex. Eit OblI0 He0O0X0AMMO YBHUAETH CBOI JOM, I'Je OHa
IIPOJKIUJIA KU3HDb, X MECTO, T'Zle B OMTBEe U Ka3HU CKOHYAJINChH ee JeTH.

Ha cBoem nyTu oHa BcTpeuaJia Bparos, HO OHM He TPOHYJIH 3Ty CTapyIO
JKeHIIUHY; UM OBbLJIO CTPAaHHO BUAETh CTOJIb TOPECTHYIO CTAPYXY, OHU yIKACHY-
JINCh BIA YEJIOBEUHOCTH Ha ee JINIle, 1 OHM OCTABUIN ee 0e3 BHUMAHUA, UTO-
ObI OHa yMepJia caMa 110 cebe. B sxu3Hu ObIBAeT 9TOT CMYTHEBII CBET Ha JIMIIAX
JIOfel, Myramolui 3Bepsa U BpaKkae60HOro YeJIoBeKa, U TAKUX JIIoAell HUKOMY
He IIOCHUJIBHO IIOryOuTh M K HMM HEBO3MOJKHO IIPUOJIN3UTHCA. 3BePh U UeJo-
BeK OXOTHee cpakaeTcs ¢ HoZoO0HBIMU cebe, HO HeIIOJOOHBIX OH OCTABJSAET B
CTOPOHE, 60ACH UCIYTaThCI UX U OBITH MOOEKAeHHBIM HEeNM3BECTHOM CUJION.

IIpoiina ckBO3b BOIIHY, cTapad MaTh BepHYyJach noMmoii. Ho pomroe mecTo
ee Temepb OBLIO MycThIM. MaleHbKU OeHBIN JOM Ha OJHO ceMelicTBO, oOMa-
3aHHBIA TJIMHOM, BEIKPAIIIEHHBIH JKeJITON KPAaCcKoil, C KHPIUYHOIO IEYHOU TPY-
0011, MOXO0sKel Ha 3ayMaBIIIyIOCS I'OJIOBY UeJIOBeKa, JaBHO IIOTOPEJ OT HeMell-
KOT0 OTHSI ¥ OCTaBUJI IIOCJe ceds yriu, ysKe mopacramwolmnue TpaBoii. U Bce co-
ceJHUe JKUJIbIe MeCTa, BeCh 3TOT CTaphbIiii TOPO TOMKE YMep, U CTaJIO BCIOAY
BOKPYT CBETJIO U I'PYCTHO, M BUAHO JAJEKO OKPECT II0 YMOJIKIIIEeH 3eme. Eie



MIpoiiLeT HEMHOT'O BpeMeHU, 1 MeCTO JKU3HHU JIIoJel 3apacTeT CBOOOTHOM Tpa-
BOIi, €ro 3aAyIOT BETPhI, CPABHAIOT 0K IeBbIe IIOTOKM, U TOra He OCTAaHeTCs
cJena JejloBeKa, a Bce My4YeHbe ero CyIIecTBOBaHbs Ha 3eMJie HEKOMY OyeT
MMOHATH U YHACJIEeZ0BaTh B JOOPO U IIoyUyeHune Ha Oyaylee BpeMs, IIOTOMY UYTO
He CTaHeT B »KUBBIX HUKOT0. I MaTh B3IOXHYJIA OT 3TOM ITOCIeIHeH CBOell JyMbI
1 OT 60JIM B cep/ile 3a OeclIaMATHYIO ITOTU0AOIy0 KU3Hb. Ho cep/rie ee OBLIO
IOOPBIM, 1 OT JIIOOBU K IIOTHOIIINM OHO 3aX0TEJIO JKUTh 3a BCeX YMEePIINUX, UTO-
OBI UCIIOJTHUTH UX BOJIIO, KOTOPYIO OHM YHECJU ¢ COD0M B MOTHIIY.

MarTsb ceJsia Iocpeny OCTBHIBIIIETO IIOXKAPUINA U CTaja IepedupaTh pyKaMu
mpax cBoero skuauina. OHa 3Haja CBOIO JOJII0, 3HAJA, UTO el mopa YMUPATh,
HO OyIlia ee He CMUPSJIACh C 3TOH JOJIeH, IOTOMY UTO €CJU OHA YMPET, TO I'ie
COXPaAHUTCS IaMATD O ee JeTAX U KTO UX cOepeskeT B cBoeli JI00BU, KOTaa ee
ceplie TOKe IMepecTaHeT AbIIaTh?

Marts TOrO He 3HaJa, M OHa AyMaJia ogHa. K Hell momoIiria cocenka, EBmo-
kus IleTpoBHA, MOJIOas JKEHITMHA, MUJOBUAHAA 1 IIOJHASA IIPEXKIE, a TEIephb
ocJiabeBIIasa, TUXasd M PAaBHOAYIITHAS; JBOUX MAaJIOJIETHUX AeTel ee youao 60M-
0011, KOoTZa OHAa yXOauJja ¢ HUMU U3 TOPojia, a MYsK mponaJj 6e3 BeCTH Ha 3eM-
JISHBIX paboTax, 1 OHa BepHYJIach 00pPaTHO, YTOOBI CXOPOHUTE AEeTel U JOXKUTh
cBOe BpeMsdA Ha MEPTBOM MecTe.

— 3npascTByiiTe, Mapusa BacuibeBHa, — npousHecya Esmokus IlerpoBHa.

— 910 ThI, [lyusa, — ckasaja et Mapusa BacunbeBra. — Caguchk co MHOIA,
IaBaii ¢ ToO0U pasroBOp pasroBapuBaTh. [IoUIM y MeHsA B T'OJIOBE, A JaBHO He
MBLIACh.

JlyHA ¢ TOKOPHOCTHIO cejia psagom; Mapua BacuabeBHa mOJ0XKHUIA €1 TO-
JIOBY Ha KOJIEHU, ¥ COCeKa CTaja UCKATh ¥ Hee B royioBe. O6enM Temepnb OBIIO
Jierue 3a 3TUM 3aHATHEM; OHA cTapaTejlbHO paboraja, a Apyrasa OpujabHYyJa
K He#l U 3aJjpeMaJjia B IOKOe OT 0JIM30CTH 3HAKOMOTO YeJOBEeKa.

— TBou-To0 Bce momepau? — cupocuyia Mapus BacuiabeBHa.

— Bce! — orBeruna dyusa. — W TBou Bce?

— Bce, HUKOrO HeTy, — ckazaJyia Mapusa BacunbeBHa.

— V¥ Hac ¢ To00i1 TOPOBHY HUKOTO HETy, — IpousHecsa [{yHs, yIOBJIeT-
BOpeHHAasd, UTO ee Tope He caMoe 00JIbIIIoe Ha CBeTe: y APYTUX JIoJel TaKkoe XKe.

— V¥V MeHsA-TO rops 000 IbIIe TBOETO OyIeT: I U Ipeskie BIoBad Kuia, —
mporopopumia Mapusa BacunseBHa. — A 1BOe-TO MOUX CBIHOBEH 3/I€Ch, Y IIOCA-
ma, jgerau. OHu B pabounii 6aTajaboH IMIOCTYIWIN, Korga datrnucTsl u3 IleTpo-
MMaBJOBKY HAa MUTPO(MaHBEBCKUI TPAKT BHIILINA... A JOUKa MO ITOBeJIa MeHA
oTcIofia KyJa ryasa IVIAIAT, OHa JI0uIa MeHs, OHa J0Yb MO ObLIa; IIOTOM OHA
OTOIILJIA OT MEeHs, OHA I0JII00uIa IPYruxX, oHa I0J001Ia BceX, oOHa IoKaJjesa
OIHOTO — OHa ObLiIa o0pas JeBOYKa, OHa HAKJOHUJIACH K HEMY, OH ObLI 00JI5-
HOIi, paHeHBII, OH CTaJl KaK HEeXKUBOIl, 1 ee TOKe Torjaa youau, youainu cBepxy,
oT aspoiLiaHa... A s BepHyJack. MHe-TO uTo ke Tenephb! S cama Temepsh Kak

MepTBad...
— A uT0 % Tebe memaTh-To! I TOKe TaK KUBY, — cKasaua [[yua. — Mou
JIeKaT, U TBOU JIETJIU... SI-TO 3HAIO0, Ille TBOU JIeyKaT, — OHU TaM, KyJa Bcex

CBOJIOKJI 1 CXOPOHWJIN, S TYT ObLIA, sI-TO IJiazaMu cBouMu Bupea. Ciepsa
OHU BCEeX YOUTHIX IIOKOMHMKOB COCUMTAJIN, OyMary COCTaBMUJIN, CBOUX OT/AEJIb-
HO MOJIOMKUJIN, 4 HAIIIMX IIPOYb OTBOJIOKJIM mozajee. Ilorom Hamux Bcex pas-
JIeJIi HaroJio U B OyMary Bech HIPUOBITOK OT Belleil sanucaau. OHU JOJII0 Ta-
KOBO 3a00THJINCE, a IIOTOM YK XOPOHUTh TaCKaTh HAYAJIH...

— A Mormiy-To KTO BBIPBLI? — obecmokouaachk Mapusa BacuibeBHa. —
T'y6oko orpeLan-To? Beasb robix, 30K1NX XOPOHMIN, TVIy0OKasa MOT'MIa ObLIa
OBl TIOTeIIee!. .



— Her, kakoe Tam riy6oko! — coobmiuiaa [lyasa. — fIma ot cHapsga, BOT
Tebe u Morua. HaBajnuau Tyga DOIIOJHA, a IPYTUM MecTa He XBaTujo. Tor-
Jla OHY TAHKOM IIPOeXaju uepes MOTHUJIY, II0 MEePTBLIM, U ellle Tya IOJOMKN-
Ju, KTO ocTajicsa. IM KoIlaTh JKeJaHUS HETY, OHU CHJY CBOIO OeperyT. A
cBepXxy 3a0pocayii YyTh-UyTh 3eMJiell, MOKOUHUKHY Jie;KaT TaM, CTBIHYT Te-
IIepb; TOJBKO MEPTBLIE M CTEPIAT TAKYIO MYKY — JIEKATh BeK HaruMu Ha
X0JIoze...

— A MOHUX-TO TOK€e TAHKOM YBEUMJIN HUJIN UX CBEPXY IeJbHBIMU 100K -
au? — cupocuaa Mapusa BacuibeBHa.

— TBoux-to? — orosBajsack yusa. — Jla g Toro He yraazgenaa... Tam, 3a
1mocajioM, y caMOM TOPOT'H, BCe JIe}KaT, IMONAenb — YBUAUIMIL. I uM KpecT us
IBYX BETOK CBs3aJia U IIOCTABUJIA, A 3TO HU K UYeMy: KPecT IIOBaJIUTCA, XOThb
THI €T0 JKeJIe3HbIH clesail, a JIoau 3a0yIyT MEPTBHIX...

IToTom, Korga y:xe cBeuepeso, Mapus BacuibeBHa IOIHAIACDH; OHA ObLIA
cTapas JKeHIIIMHAa, OHa Tellephb yCTaja; OHA mompoIlragachk ¢ JlyHei 1 moIia B
CcyMpak, T'Ie JIe:KaJu ee IeTH — JBa ChIHa B OJIM)KHEN 3eMJe U JoYb B OTAaJe-
HUU.

Mapus BacuabeBHa BHIIILIA K ITOCANLY, UTO IpUJIeral K ropony. B mocanme
JKUJIV PaHbIIIe B TePeBAHHBIX JOMUKAX CaJOBOALI M OTOPOIHUKN; OHU KOPMIU-
JIUCH ¢ YTOAUi, MPUJIETAIONINX K WX KUJIUIIAM, U TeM CYIIeCTBOBaJIU 37eCh
CIIOKOH BeKa. HbIHUe TyT HUYero yke He OCTaJIOCh, 1 3€MJIA II0BEePXY CIIeKJIach
OT OTHSA, a *KUTeJu Jub60 yMepau, Jubo yIIIu B CKUTaHUE, 00 UX B3AIU B
ILJIEH 1 YBeJU B pabOTy 1 B CMEPTh.

W3 mocama yxoaua B paBHUHY MurpodanbeBckuii TpakTt. Ilo obounne
TPaKTa B IIpeKHee BpeMs POCJIHU BETJIbI, TellePh UX BOMHA 00TJIofajia 0 CaMbIX
IMHel, 1 CKyuHa Oblja ceiiuac Oe3yIoqHas AOpora, CIOBHO yiKe OJIM3KO HAXO0-
IWJICSA KOHEIl CBeTa U PeIKO KTO JOXOAUJI CIOAA.

Mapusa BacuibeBHa IpUIILIa Ha MECTO MOTUJILI, TIe CTOSI KPeCT, CAesIaH-
HBII U3 JBYX CBS3AHHBIX IOIEPEK »KAJTO0HBIX, JPOKAIIMX BeTBel. MaTh cea
Yy 9TOT0 KpecTa; IoJ HUM JIesKaJau ee Harue AeTH, YMepIBJIeHHbIe, IOPYyraH-
HbIe ¥ OpOIIIeHHBIE B IpaxX UYKUMU PyKaMH.

Hacrynun Beuep u obpatuicsa B HOub. OceHHUE 3Be3Ibl 3aCBETUJINCH Ha
He0e, TOUHO BBIIIJIAKABIINNCH, TAM OTKPBLINCH YAWUBJICHHBIE 1 HOOpLIe Ijasa,
HeIOABUKHO BCMATPUBAIOIMECA B TEMHYIO 3eMJII0, CTOJIb TOPECTHYIO U BJIe-
KYIIYI0, UTO M3 KAJOCTU M MYUHUTEJbHOM MPUBA3AHHOCTHA HUKOMY HEJIb3d
OTBECTH OT Hee B30pa.

— BbLiu 6bI BBI "KUBBI, — IIPOIIENTAJA MATh B 3eMJII0 CBOMM MEPTBBLIM
CBLIHOBBSAM, — OBLIM ObI BbI sKUBbI, CKOJIBKO PAa0OTHI II0eJIa N, CKOJIbKO CYIb-
ObI KcHbITAJN! A Telephb YTO K, TellePh Bbl YMEpPJIN, — IJe Ballla KU3Hb, Ka-
KYIO BBl He IIPOKUJMN, KTO IIPOKUBET ee 3a Bac?.. MaTBeio-TO CKOJbKO K
ObLI0? — IABAAIIATE TPETH I1eJ1, a Bacuianio gBaaiiaTh BOCBMOM. A JOUKe ObLIO
BOCEMHAJIATD, Telleph VK AeBATHAAIIATHIN I11eJ Obl, BUepa OHA MMEHUHHUIA
6bL71a... CKOJIBKO A cepaila CBOEro MCTpaTHUJa Ha Bac, CKOJbKO KPOBU Moei
VIILTO, HO, 3HAUUT, MaJ0 OBLIO, MaJIo OBIJIO OHOI'0 CePAIIa MOETO U KPOBU MOeii,
pas BBI yMepJiu, pas g JeTeli CBOUX KUBLIMU He yAepsKaja U OT CMepPTH UX He
cuacia... OH; UTO Ke, OHU JeTH MOU, OHU JKUTDH HA CBET He MPOCUINCH. I X
poauia, mycKail caMu JKUBYT. A KUTh Ha 3eMJie, BUJHO, HeJIb3d elle, TYT
HUUYEro He I'OTOBO [JIs IeTell: TOTOBUJIN TOJbKO, 1a He yupaBuiuch!.. TyT :KUTh
UM HeJb3sd, a 60JbIlle UM Herae OBbII0, — UTO K HaM, MaTepAM, AeJaTh-TO?
OaHOI-TO *KUTH HeOOCh U He K UeMy.

OHa moTporaja MOTHJIbHYIO 3€MJIIO U IIpUJiersia K Heil aurnom. B zemie
OBLIIO TUXO0, HUYEro He CJBIIIIHO.



— CuAar, — mpoIlrenTaja MaTb, — HUKTO U He IIOIIeBeJbHEeTCd, — YMHU-
paThb OBLJIO TPYAHO, M OHU yMOPUJIUCH. IIycTh cIIaT, 1 000KAYy — S He MOTY
JKUTH 0e3 JeTeil, 4 He X0Uy JKUTH 0e3 MEePTBhIX...

Mapus BacuibeBHa OTHsJA JIUIO OT 3€MJIM; €M MOCJBIIIAJIOChH, UTO ee
mo3BaJjia Aoub Haralma; oHa mo3BaJjia ee, He IIPOMOJIBIB CJIOBA, OYATO IIPOM3-
HecJia YTO-TO OSHUM CBOMM CJIA0OBIM B340XOM. MaTh Orjisggesiach BOKPYT, Ke-
Jas YBUIETh, OTKYAAa B3bIBAeT K Hell 10Yb, OTKYya IIPO3ByYaJ ee KPOTKUH I'0-
JIOC — M3 TUXOTO MOJIA, U3 3eMHOM I'IyOUHBI MK C BBICOTEI He0a, C TOU sCHOI
3Be3nbl? I'me oHa ceiiuac, ee morubIIas Joub? — UJIM HeT ee 00JbIlle HUTAE U
MaTepu JUIIb YyAUTCs rojoc Haraim, KOTOPBIi 3ByYUT BOCIOMUHAHNEM B ee
cobcTBeHHOM cephie?

ITorom MaTh 3azpeMaJa u ycHyJa Ha MOTHJIE.

ITonmounasa 3aps BOMHBI B3OILIA BAaJeKe, U I'yJ OYIIeK Pa3gajicsa OTTY-
Ia, TaM Hauajach 0uTBa. Mapus BacunbeBHA IIPOCHYJIACh, X IIOCMOTpPEJIA B
CTOPOHY OTHs Ha Hebe, U IMPUCAYIIAJAach K YaCTOMY ABIXaHUIO IYIIEK. «ITO
HaIlU UAYT, — HoAyMaJia oHa. — IIycThb CKOpee MPUXOAT» .

Marts cHOBa IIpHUIajga K MOTUJIBHONM MATKOU 3eMJe, YTOObI OJIMKe ObITh K
CBOMM YMOJIKIIIMM ChIHOBBAM. V MoJiuaHMe MX OBLIO OCYXKJEeHHEeM 3JI0esM,
yOUBIIIUM WX, ¥ TOPEM IJIA MaTepH, IOMHSAIIEH 3anax UX JeTCKOTO TeJjia 1 IBET
UX JKUBBIX IJIas...

K monymHIO pyccKue TaHKU BBHIILIN HAa MUTPO(PAaHLEBCKYIO HOPOTY U OC-
TAHOBUJINCH BO3JIe II0CAA Ha OCMOTD U 3alpPaBKYy.

OauH KpacHOapMeell ¢ TAaHKAa OTOIIeJI OT MAIITNHbBI U IIOIIEJI HOXOAUTH II0
3eMJie, HaJl KOTOPOM ceifiyac CBETHJIO MUDPHOE COJIHIIE.

Boaiie KpecTa, CBI3aHHOI0 13 [BYX BeTBell, KpacHoapMeell YBUIeJ CTapy-
Xy, IPUHUKIIYIO K 3eMmJie JuroM. OH CKJIOHUJICA K Hel 1 IOCTYIIAaJ ee JbIxXa-
HIUe, a IIOTOM IIOBEPHYJI TeJIO JKEeHIIUHBI HaB3HUYb 1 AJIA IPABUJIbHOCTH IPH-
JIOKUIICSI YXOM K ee rpyau. «Ee cephlie yILiIo», — IOHSAJ KpacHoapMeell 1
TOKPBLI YTUXINIEE N0 MOKOWHON YNCTON XOJICTUHKOM.

— Cnou ¢ MmupoM, — CKasaJjJ KpacHoapMeell Ha IpoIlaHbe. — Ubel ObI ThI
MaTepbio HU OblLIa, a 1 0e3 TeOs ToKe OCTaJICA CUPOTOM.
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