aM M3BECTHO, YTO MOt KOMHAaTa — efAMHCTBEH-
Has nepepgenaHHas Ha HOBbIM Naf B 3TOM CTa-
pom pome. HukTo He 3HaeT, noyemy. MNpuun-
Ha e oYeBMAHa: KOHEYHO, 3TO CAenanM nocne Toro,
Kak s 6bin B Her y6uT. Camoe 3abasHoe, 4TO Tenepb
MeHs B Hee e 1 nocenunu. HasepHoe, 310 HapoUHo,
MOTOMY YTO fl... ...

OH oueHb NpUcTanbHO B3rMAHYN Ha MEHS.

— MNoTtomy uto — uto?

— W3-3a momx cHosB.

— BepHo. MotoMy Tebs 1 nocenunu oTaensHo.

— 4 Toxe Tak gyman. Ho noueMy MMeHHo B 3TOM
KOMHaTe M3 BCeX BO3MOXHbIX BapuaHTos? Kak 6b1 To
Hu BbINo, s He y3HaBan ee, NoKa He fer B KpoBaTb.
Kakoe-To Bpems s cnan, npe<ae YemM BHe3anHo npo-
6yamTtbcs. TaM ecTb YepHbIN CTyN CO CMMHKOM B BUae
Komneca — eAMHCTBEHHbIM CTAaPMHHBIN NPeAMET B KOM-
HaTe. OH cTOSN HAaNPOTUB KAMMHA — KaK M B HOYb MO-
ero ybuiicTea. MNMnams sipKo nbinano, y3op Ha CrmHKe
oTparkancs AJIMHHOM TeHbIO Ha noTornke. Toub-B-Toub
KaK Torga... 5 yeuaen ysop Ha NoTonKe M cpasy Bce
BCrnomHun. Het, He nogymarite — 310 6bin He COH.

* % %

Sl nexkan B KpPOBAaTU M paccMaTpuBan KaxKpbli dopar-
MEHT y3opa Ha notonke. Bbl 3HaeTe, kak GbiBaert:
Haf0 COCYMTaTb A0 ThICSYM, M CaM HE 3aMEeTHLLb, KaK
ycHelwsb. $1 Tak 1 genan, Koraa Bopyr Bce y30pbl Npo-
nasm: 4Ybsi-TO T€Hb NepeKpbina cobon TeHb CMMHKM
CTyna, yceBLMCb Ha Hero. Bbl JOMmKHbBI MOHATL: Kak
TOMbKO 5 YBUOEN 3TO B OTPA’KEHMM Ha MOTOrfKe, To
MOHSM, YTO HE MOTY TepPSTb HU CEKYHAbI. 51 MUrOM BblI-
CKOUMIT U3 KPOBAaTH M NobBexKarn BHU3.

— A bl He 6osancs 6exkaTb BHM3? — cnpocun 1.

— Bosincs nu, 4To oHa NoroHuTcs 3a MHoM (Aa, 3To
6bina »eHwuHa)! Het, He gymaro. BHusy e mecra
HeT. Kak 6bI1 To H1 6bI110, OHa ocTanacb HaBepXxy.

— O Her. Her...

JomxHo BbITb, MOM Fronoc 3aApoXarn, NOCKOSbKY
[>xko3ed cpasy NoHsm, YTO 1 UMEN B BUAY.

— XoTuTe ckasaTb, Bbl Bugenu ee! — 6bIcTpoO
CrpocKn OH.

— O... He coBcem.

— Bbl oy trnm ee?

— OHa MMHOBana MeHsl, Korga s CnycKarcs BHU3.



— Yro e Takoro s cgenarn, 3a 4TO OHa MeHsi npe-
cnepyert?

Oxxo3ed cnpsTan nuuo B napoHsix, 6yaro Hagescb
HaMTU TaM OTBET. 3aTeM PE3KO MOJHSAM rofioBy M Mno-
CMOTpEr Ha MEeHs.

— Ha yem s octaHosunca?! A, pa: Ha cueHe Mo-
ero ybuncTea. 51 oTHETNIMBO MOMHIO, KaK TOrHa MeHs
nopasun Bug TE€HW Ha CTyne — fopasur, HO He Ha-
nyran. 51 cen B KPOBaTH M MOCMOTPEN Ha TE€Hb CTyrna.
Tam cupena xeHwuHa. S ¢ nobonbITCTBOM cmoTpen
Ha Hee, MoKa OHa He NoBepHynack. Torpa s cbexumncs
M OTBEPHYNCH, HEe cMes cMoTpeTb Ha Hee. OHa 6bina
Kak 6yaro 6esrnason. besnmkon. U, tem He meHee,
NPOoH3ana B3rnsgom ayuy.

S cnpsrtancs nop ofesnom, Kpaem rrnasa norns-
OblBasi Ha TeHb Ha noTtonke. S 6bin HanyraH go no-
nycmept. JomkHo 6biTb, s HA ceKkyHpy 3abbincs,
MOTOMY 4YTO B CrieAytoLLee MrHOBEHME OKas3anoch,
UTO OrOHb MOYTM MOrac, CUNyaT CTyna NPaKTUYECKM
HepasnuuMMm, a TeHb Nponana. S ¢ obneryeHuem cen.
Ha, ctyn 6bin NycT, HO »XEHLLMHA Ternepb CTosNa Ha
Mony Ha YeTBEPEHbKAX M MOS3Ma K KPOBaTH.

S pyxHyn obpaTHO, NOPaXKEHHbIM YIKACOM.

Bckope s nouvyecTBOBan, Kak 3a NokpbiBano gep-
rarot. Sl pymar, 4To Nnonas B KOLMApP, HO Ha MEHs Ha-
XfIbIHYNa TO N1 HEOA,ONMMas NeHb, To N bespasnuuue,
U 5 He Hawen B cebe cun npocHyTbes. Hactano myun-
TenbHoe oxupaHue. Huuero He npoucxopuno. S yxke
noutn ybepgun cebs, 4TO AEpraHbLe NO4ygunNochb, Ko-
roa no Moemy KomneHy Msrko npotunack pyka. [AnuH-
Hble TOHKMe narnbubl... Hapgo 6bino uto-To npegnpu-
HATb. S nonbiTanca BCTaTb, HO TWETHO — TENO OT
ronosbl go nat 6yaro 3acTbinio.

XoTsa pyka nponana u3 nons 3peHus, Tenepsb s 4ys-
cTBoOBarn, rae oHa. 1 3Han, 4To oHa kapabkaeTtcs no
KpoBaTu B nouckax uenu. Korpa ogHa pyka HaBucna
Hag, MOEeM rpyabto, BTOpast IerKo CTYKHYSa MeHs Mo
nnevy, 3aTem OTHANMAach M NOCNefoBana 3a nepeou.

S nexkan, ycTtaBuBLUMCbL B MoOTOnKe, korpa obe
pykn BcTpeTtunmcb. CaMo MX MPUCYTCTBME OaBMUIIO
Ha rpynb TSXKernbim rpy30om. MeHs Kak oTpesano ot
COBCTBEHHOrO TEMa — HWUKAKMUX CBSA3YHOLLMX HUTEM.
OHO He OTBEYaro Ha MOM MbICNEHHbIE MPUKa3sbl ABK-
ratbcs. M Bce aTo Bpems cTosna abcontoTHas TMLWMHA.

Sl Bnan B coctosiHue nonHoro 6espasnuums. He
MOry CKa3aTb, CKOMbKO BPEMEHM MPOLLNO, HO KOraa
npobun yac, s He YOMBUNCS CRYUMBLLUEMYCS.

PaHee cpepyuBaemas cuna Bypato copsanack ¢
uenm. Kaxketcs, »eHwmHa B3obpanack Ha KpoBaThb.
Bce moe BHMMaHKWE coCpefoToUMNOCh Ha ee pyKax:
OLLLYTUI, KaK ManbLbl HaLLyMbIBatoT ropno... OHu we-
BENMIMCb: CHayana MegrieHHo, NoToMm Bce bbicTpee
u BbicTpee. 3aTem nocnegosan peskun BynbKaroLmi
3BYK — CMOBHO BOMHA HakaTtuna Ha beper u Tenepb
ybupanacb 06paTHO B oKeaH.

MrHoBeHne manbumk mondyan. Notom cHoea noTs-
HYFCsl 3@ CUrapeTamm.

— bonblue HM4ero He NOMHULLB! — cnpocun 1.

— Her. Cnepytoliee moe oT4yeTnMBoe BOCMOMM-
HaHnMe — 3TO Korpa s pa3bun OKHO B OEeTCKOM KOM-
HaTe, MOTOMY YTO LUEerN JOXAb M Mama He BbirycKana
MEHS Ha ynuuy.

* % %

B komHaTe noBucna HanmpsXKeHHas TUMHA. 3aTem
BHMMaHUWe cnyliatenein ocnabno, u Bce OHM 3aroso-
pvnmu ogHoBpemeHHo. lNacTtop cnpocun o4yeHb cepb-
€3HbIM TOHOM:

— Ckaxute, muctep lpeipgu: Kak Bbl nonaraete,
CKOMbKO BPEMEHM NPOLUNO MeXay YOUIMcTBomM Marnb-
uMKa U pa3buBaHMEM OKHa JEeTCKOM KOMHaTbI?

Ho Tyt BMewanacb monopgas negn. OHa BbicMesi-
fa camy Maero BOCMPUHUMATD YCIbILLAHHOE BCepbes.
Pazymeercs, pebeHKy NpocTo NPUCHUNCS KOLLMAP.

BonbLUMHCTBO CKNOHANOCH K €€ TOUYKE 3peHus, KO-
roa 13 Toro yrna, rge cMpena HeTeprenuBas XKeHLm-
Ha, AoHeccs 6e3>KM3HEHHbIN ronoc:

— A 4TO CTano ¢ Manb4uMKkom?

B ronoce otueTnuBo 3BYy4Yan cTpax — cTpax nepeg,
HeuzBecTHocTbto. OH oTnevartancs 1 Ha nuue KaXKpo-
ro U3 NPUCYTCTBYIOLLMX, 3@ UCKIIIOUYEHUEeM paccKas-
umka. Muctep penan c BeamaterkHon ynbibromn no-
CMOTpPEN XEeHLMHE B rnasa:

— OH Tenepb B3pOCHbIM MYXUMHA.

— OH »uB?! — BCKpMKHYNa oHa.

— A nouemy 6bl eMy He bbITb uBbim? — Pacckas-
UMK NOTEP PYKH.

HeHwmHa nonbiTanack BCTaTh, HO Kpai ee nnatbe
oKaszarncs 3aXaT mexpy ctynbsamu. Cugawmi psgom
MY3KUMHa NPOTSHYN €M PYKY, KOTOpYHo oHa rpy6o oT-
TOMKHyNa. 3aTeM, 03MpasiCb, CMOBHO 3aTPaBfIEHHbIM
3BEpb, BCKOUYMNA U crieno pBaHynack Brnepef. Cocegm
nopxeatunu ee, He paeasi yrnactb. eHwmHa 3amep-
na, NPepbIBUCTO Ablla, Kak ByaTo TonbKO 4TO npo-
6exana HECKONMbKO MUIb.

— Xopolwo, — cKasana oHa, OTTaNnKMBas PYKM
nomown. — Bce koHueHo. S cpamcsa pobposonbHo.
310 5 coBepLumna ybuncTso.

Ee ynoxxunm Ha guBaH. JIMLO »KEHLWMHbI CTpeMMU-
TenbHo 6bnegHeno.

Xozsika foma, cegosnacas gama gobpogyLuHoro
BMOA, NOJOLUNA K CTapMUKYy-pacckasumky. Bnepsble B
»KM3HM OHAa Pa3pPasmnacb BCMbILKOM rHeBa:

— CmoTpH, uto Tbl HaTBOPMN!

— Ho 1 cpenan ato HamepeHHo.

— HamepeHHo?

— 5 paBHO Nopo3peBarn, YTo BUHOBHA MMEHHO OHa.
Cnacmbo, 4TO panM MHe BO3MOXHOCTb B 3TOM ybe-
OMTbCS.

ITepeBon Esrenusa Huknutuna



